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IINMPARTTAL account 
OF THE "; 
| Frauds and Abuſes at 
 # Dacxhau-BREAch, Ge. | 
SIR, IP Wo: 

85 — OUR Zeal for the Public Service hath been 
g wel clearly ſeen in the Pains you have taken, a- 


BW Fg: mong other Worthy Patriots, to enquire into 
77 paſt Miſ managements; and to reform all Na- 
1 tional 4buſes, and the Grievances of yeur 
— Felow-Subjetts. Honeſt Men appland this 
Diſcerning and Active Spirit of yours; which does indeed, 

in ſome Meaſure, make you a common Reſort, and veryx 
often draws upon you the Trouble of other Peqple's Di- 
ſtreſſes and Complaints. But you know the Dignity of your 
Station, and the Extent of your Inſluencę in the Zegiflatere, i 
too well, to be unconcern'd at the neceſlary and ſeafonable i 
Applications of the Oppreſſed- As you judge Uprightly, 
pou will deal Impartially ; and will rather be pleas'd, than 
© Moficnded, with an 4darefs of this Nature which js fincerely” | 
meant for your better Information. Daczxman Bapacu | 
is 2 Buſineſs, that by no Frans comes in Competition” 
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made for that purpoſe, the Auditing of all Accompts, and 
the Conſideration of all Contracts, and other Matters re- 


to the Judgment of the Two Houſes, as the Laſt Reſort: 
ve have reaſon to hope, that this Affair will be thoroughly 
examin'd at a proper Time; and what Time ſo proper as 


being reliev'd in this Caſe, by the ſame wiſe Defenders 
and Preſervers, who have already reliey'd us in many 


| their Sides) do at preſent labour under. | 

lou was not in Parliament, when this Matter firſt came 

in Queſtion; and therefore that you may be the better 
qualify d to form a right Judgment of it, when it ſhall be 


Management of the Vork through all its Parts, with pro- 
per and natural Ohſervatious upon the moſt remarkable Par. 
Ticulars; ſo that you may be let into the Hole Secret, and 
the World, as well as your ſelf, ſee clearly into the Reaſons, 


ſent in ſo unpromiſing a way of being compleated ; wh 
have been the Obſtructors of it; who the real Sufferers b 
it; how it comes to paſs, that the Charge upon the Pub 
4 ick is ſwollen to ſuch an exceſſive Bulk, and for what Rea 
1 ſons the only Perſon, who hitherto appears moſt willing 
and beſt able to accompliſh the Work upon very reaſonabl 
Terms, hath been diſcountenanc'd, vilify'd, and oppreſs d 

n ſo ſhameful and cruel a Manner? You will ſoon be able 
o anſwer all theſe Queſtions, upon a full Survey of the Caf 


og ; « . 22 


N with thoſe weightier Matters, that have been before you; 
but however, ſince it hath been declar'd by a Parliamentary 
Judgment to be a National Concern, and to touch us in the 
moſt ſenſible Part, our Navigation; and ſince by an Act 


W lating to the Breach, are in a particular manner referred 


now, when the Work is at its Cris? We doubt not of | 


others; and that an effectual Remedy will be provided Ry 
againſt thoſe growing Evils, which ſo many of Your | 
Country-men, and the Publick (who are wounded through 


| .again brought before Your Houſe, it is neceſſary I ſhould re- 
Capitulate all the Steps that have been taken to remedy this 
| Misfortune, from the time it firſt ſubſiſted ; and trace the 


I why this Mork has been fo long unfiniſh d; why it is at pre- 
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at large; and will know how to do-the Publick Juſtice, and 
to relieve the Oppreſſed, when the Fault comes to be 
laid, as it ought, at the Door of One or Two ſelfiſn Men; 
who have prey d upon the Nation's Charity, have conver- © 
ted to their own Ulſe, what was intended for the Relief 
of their Suftering Country-men; and made their Markets 
of a Common Calamitv. | , -_ 
| On December tne 17th, 1707, there happen'd a violent | 
Storm, which beat down the Banks and Dams of the 
Levels of Havering and Dagenham, in the County of Eſſex, 
and made a Breach in the Walls of - thoſe Levels; ſo that 
by an Inundation of the River of Thames, above a Thu. 
y MW ſand Acres of Land, valued at about three Pounds an Acre 
per Annum, were laid under Water: and the Owners of. 
{ thoſe Lands came to be in danger of loſing the Profits 
of them for ever; unleſs the Breach could be ſtopt, and 
the River redue'd within the Bounds of its antient Chan- 
| nel. This Inundation occaſion'd a Sheff, or Sand-Bank. 
to grow up near the Mouth of the Breach, which reach d 
almoſt halt-way over the Rzver in Breadth, and near a 
Mile in Length; and was adjudged, without ſpeedy Re- 
medy, to be a great Obſtruction to the Navigation of 
the River of Thames; and might in time utterly deſtroy - 
it. Nothing therefore was to be neglected, that might 
be apply d as a Cure for ſo dangerous an Evil: The Cala- - 
mity was look'd on as General and National; the Nawi- ? 
gation of the River being of the utmoſt Importance, not 
only to the City of London, but to the Trade ot the whole 


| Kingdom. | | 1: 
8 b When this Misfortune firſt happen'd, the Society of the 
dub Trinity-Houſe at Deptford, the Courts of Conſervancy, held 
dea . under the Lord Mayor of London, and the Commiſſ;oners of 
ling Sewers, ſeem'd to be the proper Reſort for Relief“ Thoſe 
able of the Trinity-Houſe, fearing that, in all likelihood, the 
sd Work might bring a Charge upon their Society, took 
able Care betimes to exempt themſelves from their Share of 
ca the Burden, by delivering a Formal Judgment to the 
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nme Comms, that the 
tion to the Nrvigation of the River. So that the Matter 
reſted intirely with the Land- Ouners and Commiſſioners off 
| Sewers, Accordingly Men were fer to Work; and the 
firſt Undertakers were John Motte and Fohn Cole; who 
cannot indeed be ſo properly called Undertakeys, becauſe 
— A work d by the Day, and were ſoon oblig d to 
-  Aﬀeer them came one James Harvey, who yrith a few, 
Materials of no great Value, made a very inconfiderable” 
Progreſs ; and being a Man of no great Skill or Expe- 
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quit; his Method of Working being by no means approv'd 
And yet he appears to have been paid for his Time, 


Owners for ſo far as I can learn, this Man had 20 5. a 
{ "Day, as well as thoſe before him; and if ſo, he can no 
more be reckon d an Undertaker than the former. 


'$) 


| further Progreſs, and ſtaid longer upon the Yorks, than 
his Predeceſlors had done. 


Sooo 7. upon compleating rhe York. By this time the 
Ee -* h | TG | 
| * Commiſſioners of Sewers had laid very ſevere Taxes at 
4 ſeveral times upon the Lands that were Overflow'd, in 
{ ordet to re-imburſe his Expences, and to enable him to 
15 
55 
4 


n : And alter he had gone on for ſome Months, 
being at firſt well ſupply'd with Money, and there ap- 


4 


pearing no great hazard of any Loſs, and ſome ſmall | 
3 Proſpest of finiſhing che Fork, this was an Inducement 
to ſeveral others to come in, and join themſelves with 
he: ackſor, as Partners in the Undertaking. „ 
Accordingly John Ward, of Hackney, Eſq; a Gentle- 
man of a conſiderable Fortune, and great Intereſt (being 
dt that time a Member of Parliament) makes himſelf 2 
Panzer with Fuckfor 3 and having call'd in others of his 
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Breach was nor any Obſtruc- 


krience in Operations of this Nature, was ſoon forc'd to 
of, nor attended with any toterable Proſpect of Succeſs. | 
Trouble and Expence, to the full Value, by the Land- 


1 After him came one William Jackſon, who made ſome 


He appears to have made 
ſome ſort of Formal Contract, and was to have had 


Friends, E ae Col 2 Me 8 Late 5 
Mr. Mahew, Mc. ſoon got the ſtart of Jaclſan, who" 
was afterwards treated only as anUrder-Ageut,andl himielf 
plac d at the Head of all Aftairs at the Breach, Ravin 
the ſole Management in his o. Hands. 
It does not yet appear, what was Fackſon's firt Cen- 
trull, or whether there really was any Contra in Wit | 
ting made and duly executed, between m and the 
Land-Ownors,-or the Commiſſioners of Servers « Thus auch 
however was Fa, that:he.undertook:the Hark for oo. 
and thereby ſet aſide Mr. Mallaam Boſwell, who at that 
time propos dito. do it for zo000!d. and aſterweards upon 
the Condition of advancing ready Money, even far 
pool. and was allowed by all, who knew hum, to be 
Nan. converſant in Mors of that Nature; ; having: EY 
the. Navy 36 Years, and 26 thereof as a Marraut Officer, 
and who was then in Cireumſtances to give any reaſona- 
ble Security that ſhould be required. 
But to return once more to Jachſon: He: ſoon became 
ga meer Cyber at the Breach, after Mr. Wardavas nee 
engag d. Money began now to flow) in apace: The 


inn 


_ Commiſſioners of Sewers granted Mr. Ward whatever Taxes 
h he could demand to be laid upon the :Land-Ozpers * 
—_ WW Payments were made Monthly, and at ſhorter Dates, when 


required. Mr. Ward had the Diſpoſal of every Thing; and 
ke took care to ſtreighten Jackſon in ſueh: a manner, that 
he was ſoon diſmiſs d from. the Mort, and at Jaft-thrown 
into a Jayl; where he now lies, complaining of the 
2 lardſhips he receiv d from Mr. Mard; upon whom he 
Charges all his Sufferings, having (for ought yet appears) 
deen regularly enough paid for his Labour and Trouble, 
ill ſuch time as Mr. Ward came in to bethis:Partner. © | 
This Gentleman, being now ſole Me | 
dy his Intereſt . 2ax*d: the :Lauds to ſuch a Degree, hat 


Eſtates ; himſelf becoming: the-Rurcha(er, of aigroatt att 
f chem, at vexy low:Priees —_—_— rierange the 


— 


he Owners were at laſt: oblig d to: make Sale of their | 


Parliament 0 


* 


bo | (850 
Parliament have ſince provided ſome Remedy by a 
© Clanſe of Redemption) it was reaſonable to expect, that 

under all theſe Advantages, ſome Progreſs ſhould be made, 
and the Work brought to a Concluſion. All the Money 
that could be raiſed by taxing or ſelling the overflow'd 
Lands, was ac Mr. J/ard's Diſpoſal : When this Expence 
fail'd, he had a Reſerve by reſorting ſomewhere elle, 
having ſufficiently try'd his Intereſt by prevailing on the 
Trinity-Houſe-Men to retract their former Judgment ; 
and to declare that the Breach was an Obſtruction to 
the Navigation of the River. He had more than uo 
Nears time to finiſh in, quick Payments, Hands enough; | 
favourable Summers, and above 280007. was advanc'd i 
him at ſeveral times. With theſe Advantages he did | 
indeed bring the Breach to a Cloſure ; the Stop was made; 
and great Rejoycings, at a great Expence, enſu'd upon 
that ſo happy Occaſion. But the Work was ſo weak, | 
and for ſo long a time, and at ſo vaſt an Expence, car- 
ryed on in ſo unskiful and unmaſterly a Manner, that it 
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ſoon gave way upon the firſtboiſterous Tide, and the 
Levels were again overflowd in a more calamitous i * 

M anner than before. | A! 
The Friends of this Gentleman pretend to give out, f 
5 that a very little Expence more would have Fortify'd i 4 
thecloſure againſt all Accidents. Suppoſe that were true; 5 
Where muſt the Fault lie, but at his.door, who had 
the Money in his Hands, and the Power to make what f 
C 


Additional Works he pleas'd ? But in Fact, the Caſe was 
' otherwiſe. Notwithſtanding the pretended Skill of ſomeſ 
of Mr. Ward's Friends, who join'd with him in that 
t Undertaking, the Mor was ſlight, and many of the 
©  Materials.unfit for ſuch Service. Of this the beſt Prool 
is Trial: and Experience; which Trial the New Work 

were by no means able to abide, at leaſt not ſo long al 
the Old Ones and if they came not up in Strength and 
FPFirmneſs to the Old. how is it poſſible they ſhould ſtant 
any ſuch accidental Shock as had formeriy overturn' 


+ 8 ; 6 * 4 * 4s 4 


them, when they were better ſettled, and had for ſo 
many Years flood the Violence of all Tides and 
Weathers? | So 
Things were now at a worſe paſs than ever: the Breac 
lay open; no Money could be raisd upon the Lands; 
Undertakers were frighten'd and diſcourag'd ; and no Re- 
| dreſs could be had, but by Application to the Parliament. 
But before I trace it — it will be neceſſary to make 
ſome obvious Remarks upon the Facie already laid down; 
which will ſerve to give you a great deal of Light into 
| After-management, and prevent your Surprize at ſome of 
the extraordinary Paſſages, in the remaining Part of this 
Account. And, | 5 
1. I believe, Sir, your good Judgment will oblige you 
to concur with me in obſerving, That whulſt this Under- 
taking was look'd upon to be of a private Nature, and 
to concern only the Land- Ouners, no indirect Methods. 
were us d, to draw Men into Fraudulent Contraf#s. Men 
of Subſtance were not ty'd down to hazard their A, 
upon a viſible Uncertainty ; nor to enter into Articles 
againſt Storms and Tempeſts: Allowances were made 
for Accidents of this kind; no Advantages taken of any 
little unavoidable Defects in Point of Time; nor was 
yd any body requir'd to iſure upon Divine Providence, or 
guard againſt an un- expected Calamity. The Labourer | 
had was then thought worthy of his Hire; and they, who 
were employ d in this Work, had their juſt Recompence 
for Time and Trouble; tho' they miſs'd of the Reward, 
by not accompliſhing the Undertaking. Motte, Cole, and 
Harvey, were paid by the Land-Ouners; ſo was Jackſon, "| 
and thoſe under him; at leaſt they had a Recompence, 
cho' perhaps not equal to their Demands. For as to 
Jackſon's preſent calamitous Condition, he very juſtly } 
charges that upon the dexterous Management of 
Mr. Wurd, and not upon the 7.and-Owners ; for whilſt 8 
he work'd for them, his Pay, being regular, gave him 
Encouragement to go on, "wn does not appear to have 


ju LJ 


* 
* 


fallen much ſhort of his Demands. Mr. Ward, the 


10” 


next Undertaker, has certainly no Reaſon to complain; 


N * 


he was not ſtinted in Time, he had Summers enough, 
and thoſe very favourable: He rais d what Money he 


pleas'd, and refunded none; he has had 28000 J. and] 


do chis very Day never accounted for above 16000 or 


or 18000 J. What Forfeits has he incur d, or what 


b Money has he flung back? He has both the Money and 


Land, and yet faii'd, as well as his Predeceſſors; and 


| . Where can he ſhew any Work done, to one Quarter of 
the Value of what he has receivd? Were he to be 


treated in the manner he would now treat others; had 


he been unreaſonably ſtinted in Time, or ſhould he be o- 
blig'd to refund A for Non-performance, he would i. 
» - hardly have it in his Power to be ſo active as he now is 

I _inthis Affair; and might perhaps be reduc'd to a Neceſ- 
| ity of joining Company once more with Fackſon, and 
as he was his Partner in the Works, take a ſhare of his; 
{|| preſent Afflictions. The Land-Owners, who were the 
| - firſt Sufferers, would have been unpitied by their Country- 
men, it they had communicated their Suftcrings to others, i 
inſtead of eaſing themſelves under them; or if they had 
- drawn in a ſet of Undertakers and Worbmen, perhaps of Wy 
as good Subſtance as themſelves, only to ruin them by 
a Project, without ever paying them for their Labour. 


Were this the Caſe, Mr. Tard had certainly never been 
an Undertaker ; but they were too honeſt and generous 
to offer at any thing like it, in open Violation of all Mo- 
ral Equity and Juſtice. And why then ſhould Mr. Ward, 


| N who has been ſo well rewarded for Nou-performance, | 
treat better Workmen than himſelf, with ſo much Inhu- 
manity ? Why ſhould he, who has been ſo great a 


Gainer by other People's Sufferings, go on (as he does) 
to make thoſe the greateſt Sufferers, who have done moſt 
Service to the Publick? This, Sir, is the Firſt Obſer va- 


1 tion I would make; and I muſt intreat you to carry it 
along with you, to the End of the Account; and apply 


It, 


the it, wherever Mr. Ward's Name hall be brought in 
in; Queſtion. : l 


gh, 2. I would in the next place obſerve to you, That 
he from the Beginning of this Misfortune, there have been 
and notorious Proofs of one, or more Perſons, engaging in it, 
or ¶ vvhoſe palpable Deſign hath been to lay hold of a Pub- 
hat ie Calamity, and make their private Advantage out of it. 
and How elſe can you reconcile the Behaviour of Men, gi- 
and ving one Judgment one Day, and another the next? 
of How comes it to paſs, that the Land-Owneys are thus 


Heavily tax d, and yet no Security given for the Money, 


had Wor any Account forth- coming? Nay, their very Al is 
e o- old, to ſecure that A4; and whilſt the honeſt Labourer 
2uld s ſtarving in a Jay], the Perſon, who takes Poſſeſſion of 
w 15 his Scheme and Effects, is even rewarded and enriched for 
ceſ- poiling them; and for leaving every thing in a worſe. 
and Condition than he found it. When the Work ſhould 


Pave been done at a publick Charge, this Perſon under- 


the Makes it at the Expence of the private Sufferers; and 
try- When he had got their Eſtates, under Pretence of ſecu- 
ners, Hing them, then comes upon the Publick to ſecure his 
had wen; and even there oppoſes the Payment of the honeſt. 
ps of MWorkman and Labourer, who had done his beſt to ac- 
a by ompliſh it. When he is an Undertaker for the Land- 
our. {Wwzers, he will be paid more than he hath earn'd ; and 
been {When by that Money laid out, he is become a Land-Owner 


rous Himſelf; others, who have done more than himſelf, ſhall 
Mo- ot be paid by the Publick, if he can hinder it. 
/ard, Judge, Sir, What Spirit this Man is of; and when 
ance, Wu dip further into the Caſe, what I now hint to you of 
[nhu-Ws Selfiſhneſs and Partiality, will then be made clear, 


eyond all manner of Contradiction. 1 4 

I think, Sir, I am now Regular enough in my Proceed- 

g, to acquaint you with the Progreſs of this Affair, after 

came to be a Cauſe in Parliament. There, Mr. Ward 

as the moſt zealous Solicitor, even when a Member, as 

as ever ſince been he active Manager, with a 
| ; 2 


View. 
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_ | (ra) | 
View all along to his own Intereſt. He had already taſted 
che Sweets of being concern'd in this ZYork, whilſt there 
& was Money ſtirring; he found there was now an oppor- 
tunity given him of puſhing for a much larger Sum at the 
8 Pablick Expence, and had hopes of coming in for his 
Share in the fingering of it. F- 
The Ad was ptopos'd in the Tueiſih Near of the late 
I Orneen; and there being no conſiderable Oppoſition as 
yet advancd againſt Mr. Ward's Projects, he had the 
chief Hand in drawing up the Bill, as he was the moſt 
forward to procure its paſſing into a Lat. This Piece 
# of Service he charg'd to the Publick Account, at the Rate 
of 300 l. and made it a Debt upon the next Undertaker. i 
1 fhall leave ir to yon, Sir, who are ſo good a ſudge ot 
Parliamentary Affairs, how far that Expence may be 
deem'd unreatonable ; eſpecially when the Act appears, 
and is declar d, to be a Publick Act, and therefore ſhould 
not have coſt any thing. But certainly Mr. Ward was 
| the moſt improper Perſon to make this Charge, becauſe 
nin his private Capacity he was to be the greateſt Gainer 
by the Act, being now become one of the chief Owners 


of the Lau; which, at the Publick Expence, were co 
be recovered by ſtopping the Breach. 0 
However, not content with this Advantage, he had 
the Modeſty to offer a Propoſal for a Tax for 14 Years, 
ſüucdh as would have produc'd a Sum little ſhort of 8 144). 
and that himſelf, or his Agent, would #ndertake the Work 
for 360007; This Exhorbitant Propoſal had probably 
ſucceeded to his Wiſh, had not a conſiderable Check been 
at this time put to his Proceedings, by Mr. William Boſ 
' wel's intereſting himſelf in the Affair. W „ 
I have already hinted to you part of the Character 0 
this Boſwel, as to his Skill and Knowledge in Works ol 
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this Nature; which was ſo well khowh, that it ſoonlfff ty” 
made Way ſor his Promotien in the Service of the Navy M rit. 
aud ſtands confirm'd by the Certificates and Aiteſtation off ha 
* hd Mechanics now in England ne! 


the ' beſt /orkmen a 
111 Boſwel 


— 
2 * 


Bofwell had view'd the Breach; and knew, if he had fair 
Play, that he ſhould be able to perfect what was pro- 
pos d. He ſaw into theExtravagance of Mr.}Vard's Offer, 
and therefore reſoly'd to interpoſe, out of a remarkable 
| Regard for the Publick Service. It was in a great Mea- 
ſure owing to his Applications, that the Duty was 
brought down from 14 Tears to 10, whereby the Nation 
| ſav'd near 40080. and this was the firſt Reaſon of his 
incurring Mr. Wards Diſpleaſure, who now found 
his Meaſures broken, and a viſibe ſtop put to his 


= Career. 5 


Several Honourable Gentlemen, enough diſſatisfy'd with- 
Mr. Ward's Management, and knowing Beſwells Abili- 


ties, had engag'd him to undertake the Buſineſs : and 


W accordingly whilſt the Bill was depending, he gave in a 
Printed Propoſal to the Houſe of Commons (being the only 
Perſon, who appear'd publickly on this Occaſion) in 
which he offer d to ſtop the Breach for 2 1000 l. provided 
doool. were immediately advanc'd upon Credit, to begin 
the Work; and the remaining 130001. to lie as aDepoſitiom,, 
till a Survey ſhould be order'd, and a Report made of 
the Work's being compleated ; which was left to the 
W Houſe, to be done in ſuch Manner, as they ſhould ap- 
point. He propos d further, to lay his Scheme before any 
Skilful Engineer, or other Judicious Perſon or Perſons, 
for their Approbation; excepting ſuch, .- as were, or 
ſhould be concern'd in the Undertaking. This was the 
Subſtance of his Propoſal, which is printed, N“. 3, witli 
other Original Papers, referr'd to on this Occafion, in an 
Appendix, at the End of this Letter, to be perus'd at 
8 Leiſure, for your beiter Information. 1 
Had this Propoſal of Baſuell's been accepted, tho bus 
in Part, by that Houſe of Commons, they might have 
ty'd him down, or any other Urlertaber, to what Secu 
rity they pleas d; a reaſonable Term of Years (no doubt) 
had then been allow d, and the Application of the Mo- 
ney from time to time aſcertain d under proper Ch ] 
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. Shar Befuel had met with air Play, and the Work 
been, in all probability, compleated long before the 
Ten Tears were expir 'd. But Mr. Ward's Intereſt and 
Ef Sollicitations prevail'd : He was a Legiſlator, and Boſwell 
only a 4 4 The Houſe thought fit to leave the Mat- 
ter to Truſtees : Mr. Ward had the Chief Management 
of the Bill. to which however the Wiſdom of Parliament 
made ſeveral Amendments, and ſo it pais'd into a Law; 
and the Subſtance of the Act was as follows. 
That a Duty be laid upon Ships, coming into the Port 
4 of London, at 3 d. per Ton, on Coaſters at 3 s. per Voyage, 
and on Colliers at 1 d. per Chaldron, to continue for 
10 Tears; and to be apply to the ſtopping of Dagenham- 
If Breach. The Act to be put in Execution by Truſtees, 
therein named, being above an Hundred in number; 
| whereof Nine to make a Court. The Afting-Truſtzes to 
chooſe others in the room of thoſe deceaſed, or who 
0 1 refuſe to act. The Truſtees to appoint a Receiver 
or Collector, and a Treaſurer. The Moneys to be paid 
in every Month, or oftner. Accompts to be ſtated twice a 
T, and theſe with Copys of Contracts, &c. to be laid 
ii once every Year before each Houſe of Parliament, within 
20 Days after Seſ/;on open d. Money might be borrowed 
at 6 per Cent, on the Credit of the Duties; and when 
t | that was repaid, Intereſt and Principal, and the Work 
W finiſh'd, an Adjudication to be made by the Truſtees, and 
1 | thereupon the Dutys to ceaſe. The Aa i is declar'd tobe 
a Publick Act, and the Truſtees are required to proceed, | 
4, Joon as conveniently | might be, to the Receiving of 
I} Propoſals. This is the Subſtance of = Statute, which 
vou will ſee at large in the Appendix, NS. 1. and on the 
| q Tenth of Fuly, 1714. it came to be in Force. 
KFHere, Sir, you will give me leave to make ſome plain 
ö 


—— ie . —— 
ED —— 


— 


— — ö 
22 
— — 


— 


10 Obſervations upon this Act; which I will do with all 
imaginable Submiſſion to the Legiſlature, and within the 

Eimits of that Duty, which every good and faithful 
Sub 5 is bound to obſerve: 


1. It 


but Mr. Ward is ſuffer d to go away with 28000 J. of 


che Land-Ouners Money, the beſt part of which is at 


it {Wthis time unaccounted for. Perhaps the Legiſlators had 


:t Reaſon to believe, that this, being a Matter of Private 


9 


; Property, might as well be ſettled and determin d by the 


Courts of Meſtminſter, as in Parliament; provided Mr. 


t MiꝛZñaird could be brought to wave his Privilege. But 
e, however, one would think, he ſhould have been con- 
or ented with this Favour and Advantage. Beſides, as 
1- Mr. Ward was now become ſo conſiderable a Land- 
Owner in the Levels, ic had been as reaſonable to tax 


45 : . . 5 
r; Wis Lands (at leaſt to a Proportion of the Charge) as it 
to ras reaſonable in him and his Friends, to tax the former 


and- Owners, ta a degree, even beyond what they were 
ple to bear. For tho' the Breach was now declar'd to 
2 a Publick Damage, and an Obſtruction to the River, 


> 4a iet it did not therefore ceaſe to be a Private Nuſance to 
11d hoſe, whoſe Lands were ſtill under Water; and who 
un erefore might have been juſtly ' charg'd with the ir 
ved roportion of the Expence. Certainly Mr. Ward, who 
zen me to be a Land- Oꝛuner by ſuch extraordinary Methods, 
ork Id who had made ſo great an Advantage of this Ca- 


nd I mity, did not deſerve ſo much more Pity and Tender- 
be W's than the firſt Sufferers. They had loſt Al by the 
ed, {Wundation ; he had got A by it; and if they were juſtly 

of Ned by the Commiſſioners of Sewers, he might certainly 
ich WF jultly have been tax'd by the Parliament of Great. 
the M tain. The Firſt Sufferers were not now in Poſſeſſion. 
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1. It is remarkable, that by the Strength of Mr. r | 
ec Intereſt at that time, no Inquiry was made into paſt 
d Mi-managements, no Proviſion order d for a Retroſpect? 


d ſo could not be affected by a new Tax; and 
Purchaſers of their Lands came in by the Breach, 
d ſince that Calamity happen d; ſo that they hack 

ſuch Claim for Reliet. But ſo tender was ts 
rliament of their Fellow - Subjects Property, tag 
y rather choſe not to lay any New Duty upon 1} 
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me Lands, and thereby made it eaſier for the Oli 
= Owners to redeem them, having provided for that 
7 Redemption by à Clauſe on mw og of which how: 
ever they can have no Benefit, unleſs Mr. Ward come; 
to a fair Reckoning with them. This was plain-W 
ly another Advantage on his fide of the Account, and 
might have been enough to ſatisfy any reaſonable Mali 
bur himſelf. 
2. As to the 44d itſelf, it is eaſy toobſerve, that th: 
plain Intention of the Parliament was, that the Vor 
S ſhould be begun, and entered upon with all imaginabl: 
Expedition. This any one may ſee by the Tenor of thai 
Clauſe, which diręcts the ſpeedy receiving of Propoſals 
for which there was good Reaſon, leſt the remaining par 
ol the Summer ſhould be loſt, the Act commencing i 
Juah. Andonthe other Hand, by their granting ſo long 
a Term of Tears, no leſs than Ten, and even that Ten 
ſhott of Mr. Ward's Propoſal by Four Tears, the Deſig 
of the Legi/lators appparently was, that the Undertake 
or Undertakers, ſhould have a fair Alowance of Time ti 
F/ Finiſh the Work in, and not be ſtinted to an unreaſonabl 
hort Period, provided their Work were in other RE 
I pects approved of. | 
But, Thirdly, The moſt remarkable Obſervation to b 
made upon the A is, that by directing Monthly Pa 
ments of the Duties, or oftener; and by a Clauſe for th 
Advancing any. neceſſary Sum upon Credit, the Deſię 
of the Parliament plainly was, that every Undertak 
ſhould be paid for his Work and Materials, as he froifWa: 
time to time proceeded : And with all due Submiſſi 
FF — this Limitation upon the Truſtees is ſo notorious, then 
any Detaizing of the Moneys ariſing by the Duties Imp 
private Hands, muſt be conſtrued to be a Breach (tte 
che Statute, and falls little ſhort of an EmbezuM:s 
I know, Sr, l am writing to a Man, than whom Wt U 
bose is a better Critick in the Language of Parlaments, Niem 


e 


o fore skilful and exact in the Nature and Stile of Statutes, 


thal Bil, Caſes, and other Writings of this Kind. Tour 
Ol Profeſſion and Abilities have made this fort of Know- 


{ ledge habitual to you. If the Wording of the Law how 
in Queſtion, were not quite ſo clear, or ſo full and ex- 
act, as might be expected; the Houſe thought there was 
a ſufficient Proviſion made, by appointing ſo many good 
al. d honourable Men for Truſtees to execute the Statute ; 
and the Caſe requiring Expedition, they were the leſs 
concern'd for the Largeneſs of that Truſt, which they 
repos d in ſuch Commiſſioners, in whoſe Hands they knew 
it was ſafe. There being alſo a Clauſe for a Yearly Audit 
to be laid before every enſuing Parliament, till the Act 
9 ſhould expire, that Clauſe was a further Security, and 
gave every ſucceeding Houſe of Commons a Power and 


long Opportunity to aſcertain, amend, and explain, any + 
Teri doubtful or defective Points, without any neu Law fot 
eli hat purpoſe. | 


= Sir, You are not inſenſible of the Methods that have 
been often taken to defeat the beſt Deſigns ; and ſome- 
Nimes even thoſe very Proviſions, which were meant for 
Ye publick Security, have been artfully perverted to 
Private Intereſt, by crafty and over- reaching Men. The 
to V uſtees nam'd in this Aci, are more than a Hundred in 
Pai Number; whereof only Nine are to make a Court. 
or ti RK mong the Hundred are Gentlemen of undoubted Honour 


Jeſigh$nd Integrity, Men of the cleareſt Characters, and of great 
ertal Hates; whoſe Virtues and Fortures ſet them above all 


nanner of Temptation, and with whom a much larger 
ruſt might be ſafely depoſited. But ſome of theſe 
entlemen are often in the Countrey upon their Eſtates, ot. 


frofl 
aiſhot 
„ th 


ties Imploy' d in other Parts, where their more immediate 
ach {\ttendance is requir d. Others have been call'd up by 
is preſent Majeſty to the Houſe of Peers; and of 


hex x | 
Wieſe, One particularly, who is certainly as good a Judge 

Works of this Kind, as any in Europe. Not a few f 

em are wholly taken up 1 5 the Buſineſs of Parliament, 
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Several Courts have been called, where only Six or Seven 
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Hunour, whoſe Name is in this Lift, think it a Reflection, 
do have an Inquiry of this ſort made, with the utmoſt 


World the difference. Even ſome of the Commiſſioners 


Fo C18) 


and Mr. Yard having taken Care to croud himſelf, and 
a good Number of his Friends into the Liſt; in Fact, 
Things have been ſp manag'd, that Twelve or Fourteen 
is commonly the utmoſt Number any Court hath con- 
ſiſted of; Nine being empower'd to do the Buſineſs of 
a Hundred, Mr. Ward, and his Friends, the Trinity- 
Houſe-Maſters, and ſome of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, | 
are conſtant in their Attendance, and never fail to make | 
a Majority ; and among theſe he governs and preſides, 


appear d, and ſono Buſineſs could be done. The Major- if 
part of the hole Number never attended at all; and a | 
great many of the Remainder never came above once or 
twice, and ſo had no Oppertunity of inquiring into the 
whole and. intire Management of the Truſs. 4 
If therefore under theſe Circumſtances it ſhall appear, | 
that things have been. carried on in ſuch a Manner, as i 
the Publick has too much Reaſon to complain of; cer- 
tainly, Fr, the Faults of a few can never be imputed to 
thoſe, who had no Hand in them; nor can any Man of 


Freedom and Impartiality. So far from this, that it 
ſeems to be rather a Vindication than a. Reflection, to have 
the Innocent ſeperated from the Guilty, and to ſhew the 


themſelves have frequently complain d of their being 
over-rul'd. y Numbers ; and others, after once or twice v 
attending, have been ſo diſſatisfy d with the Proceedings tb 
of former Courts, that they have given that as a Reaſon 7 
for their coming no more. 22 

Such is the Eſteem and Veneration, which all the to 
agrieved Partys profeſs to have for the Truſtees in gene · Nit 
ral, that if an Inquiry. of this Rind might ſerve. as Pa 
Caution to the Mole Lift, and bring in at leaſt a Ma-Wan, 


1 jority of them to one Eree General Court, where all for-Wfro 
mer Proceedings, as. well as the preſent State of the 4: 


Breach, 


— 


W ons, ſo as to prevent the Attendance of Per | 
and to hinder a juſt Account from being laid before tlie 


Breach, might be 


R 
fally and impartially ecamin d; they 
would readily ſubmit their Cauſe to ſuch a Determinã- 
tion, without any other Reſort. Several Y/orthy and 
Honourable Truſtees might then have an Opportunity of 


| vindicating themſelves in Perſon ; paſt Mz:s-matagements 
might then be remidied, and thoſe Complaints ceaſe, for 


which there hath been too much Reaſon given, during 
their Abſence. _ ; = 
If it ſhall appear, that ſeveral Courts have been Held, 


| to which many of the Truſtees were never ſummon'd at 


all; that other Courts have been held by Hoe _ | 
ons agrieved, 


Parliament; that Contracts have been made in Breach of 


the Act of Parliament; that Money hath been advanc d, 
even before any Contract was duly executed, and at other 


times withheld and not applied, when the Act and the 
= Publick Service requir'd it; that Truſtees attending, have 


required others, not attending, to ſign Inſtruments they 


never heard debated in Court; whereby many of tlie 
on, Papers to be laid before your Hoſe, are not ſo Authen- 
oſt ll tick as the Law requires; that Parties in the Profits of 
it the Dutys have had the greateſt Share in the Execution 


pf the 
reach, 


of the Act; and that there hath been a notorious Com- 


bination to defeat the Statute, to obſtruct the Stopping 3 
e 


the Breach, and to ſpin out the Duty to a very unreaſona 


Charge upon the Subject: if all this ſhall append (as it 


will certainly be made moſt plain and evident) then is 


there all the Reaſon in the World that the Nyn-attendiug 
2977/5 ſhould do themſelves what 5 they can, be- 


fore it be too late: And when ſuch Methods are us d 
to prevent and defeat all Applications for that Purpoſe, 
it is high time for the injur'd Subject to addreſs to the 
Parliament; where, by our Conſtitution, is the Laſt Reſort, 
and whete in a particular Manner all Complaints arifing 
from this Caſe are to be heard, by a ſpecial Clauſe in te 

Act of Parliament made = that Pu — 

2 | 


* 


rpoſe. 


Six other Perſons, who made Propoſals at the ſame Time, 
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IT have done at preſent with my Qbſervations upon 
the SFtatute; the Freedom of which I know you will 
readily pardon : for if the Subje& be wholly debar'd 
from ſuch Inquiries, it is impoſſible any Law ſhouldever 
come to be Explain'd or Amended ; and what the Incon- 
veniencies of that Reſtriction would be, you, or any g- 
ther good Subject, muſt plainly ſee and acknowledge. 
When the Act paſs'd, and came to be in Force, the 
"5 an gave out Advertiſements for receiving Propoſals. 
| 85 well was one of the firſt to make a Tender of his 
Services, and very honeſtly ſtuck to his former Offer of 
undertaking to ſtop the Breach, for 2 1000 /. There were 


and among theſe Capt. Perry ; but Boſwel's was found 
to be the moſt fair and reaſonable. He fell ſhorr in his 
Demands of all the reſt ; and the Houſe, to whom he 
alone had apply'd, did not think his Offer unreaſonable. 
The Truſtees could make no Objection as to his Skill and 
Abilities: He was a Man of Subſtance, able to give 
Security; and no other Undertaker appearing afterwards, 
whole Character or Propoſals were in any Degree ſo pro- 
miſing, they clos d with his Oer, and at length came 
to an Agreement with him. | 3 
I have already obſerv d to you, how far Boſwel hadji 1 
incurr'd Mr. Ward's Diſpleaſure, by putting him by his 
Exorbitant Demand of 360007. and a Tax of 81144/.i © 
He was now become an Acling Truſtee, and therefore 
# could not be concern'd in the Work, unleſs underhand f 
and he knew very well, Boſuell was not a Man proper 
to be treated with by him for that Purpoſe. Some 
Attempt' however was made to tamper with Boſwel 
and accordingly One offer d him 3oool. to deſiſt. This, 
Boſivell very honeſtly diſclos d to the Court of Truſtees; 


and the Perſon was call'd in, who own'd he made the 8! 
Offer, and that he was to have ſomething for himſelf, ii A 
he had prevail'd ; but he would not declare who ſet him he 
to Work, and there that Matter reſted, When this Trick ch 


fail'd, 


fail'd, the next Buſineſs was to diſtreſs Boſwell in his 
Contract, to ſtint him in point of Time, to lower him in 
his Demands, out of a Pretence of ſaving the Publick 
Money, and to diſcourage him all they could. So that 
if he taild, Mr. Ward might once more come in Play; 
there would be ſtill Money enough left to finger, and he 
ſhould have Boſwel's Scheme to go upon, into.the Bar- 


| gain, In all theſe Deſigns he has ſucceeded but too 


much to his Satisfaction. 

When Boſwell's Offer came to be confider'd of, Mr. 
Ward and his Friends beat him down to 180007. which 
is juſt one Half of what he propos'd to have for him- 
ſelf, when he was the Undertaker. Nor would his Conſci- 
ence permit him to -reſt here, but at another Meeting, 
his Friends gave out, that there were Men in the Coun- 


je try (themſelves knew beſt in what Country) who would 

. undertake it for leſs ; ſo that Boſwel muſt ſtill come low- 
dF er, and at laſt they brought him down to 16300. but 
ire under very ſtrange Reſtrictions and Limitations, as Iſhall 


by and by ſhew you. : 
Mr. ard made all the Delays he could, in the draw- 
ing, altering, correcting, ſigning, executing, and exchanging 
= Boſwel's Contract, and was heard to ſay, in a rejoycing 
Manner, That he had ty'd him up to hard Meaſures, or 

is Wordsto that Effect; and ſuch Truſtees were at length left 
to be Partys in it, who (excepting one or tuo) had the 
leaſt hand in the Contrivance. Thleſe unreaſonable Ob- 
ſtacles were enough to deter any Undertaker ; and had 
Boſwell deſiſted, Mr. Ward would have been hard pur 


e tobt, to find a Friend of his own, to Sign the Contract 


under ſuch Diſadvantages. But Boſwell knew his own 
Strength well, he had review'd the Breach, was well 
aflur'd he could accompliſh it; and I think he has ſince 
given the World good Reaſon to believe that he was no 
Adventurous Chimærical Projector, and that the Hopes 
he went upon were ſolid and well- grounded. Thus he 
chole even ſuch a Contract, rather than accept of ge | 
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which had been clear Gains to him, if he would have 
made room for others, and been brib'd from ſerving the 
Pablick. - | | | 
Before I mention the Contract to you, it is neceſſary 
to acquaint you, that Boſwell is a plain, well-meaning 
Mechanic, wholly addicted to the Rule and the Plummet ; 

a Man not vers'd in Forms of Law, nor by any Means a 
fit Match for a ſubtle cunning Adverſary, who will take 
Advantage of the Letter of a Contract or Iuſtrument, of 
his own contriving. He truſted to the publick Faith of 
Partaments ; he beliey'd he had Men of Honour to deal 
with, and he hopes he ſhall not find himſelf miſtaken. 
He is ſenſible he has done his Part honeſtly and truely ; | 
and what is here ſaid, is not offer'd wich Deſign to ex- 
empt him from any one juſt and reaſonable Article he is 
bound up to; but by way of Abatement for plain and 
notorious Hardſhips, and to extenuate for his engaging MW 
upon no better Terms. 'This being premiſed, be pleas'd | 
to take the Subſtance of rhe Contract, as follows. You 
will find it at large in N“. 3. of the Appendix. = 
Therein Beſuell agrees to ſtop the Breach in the Levels 
of Havering and Dagenham, of the Width of 400 Foot, 
or thereabouts, and to repair the Walls, Banks, and other te. 
Works belonging to the ſame, within the ſpace of 15 
Kalendar Months, to be accounted from the Day of the Weis 
Date of his Contraff- And further, to repair and make 
good the Walls, Baus, and other Works belonging to 
the ſaid Levels, for the Space of Forty Yards on Each ſide 
of the Breach, ſo as that the Thames ſhould not over- 
flow them, for the ſpace of Two whole Winters, after Un 
compleating the ſame. And further, to make good An 
all Cuts, which ſhould be thought neceſſary to be made 1 
in the Old Wal of the Levels; fo as that the Thames © 
mould not overflow, during the ſaid Term of TwolWinters; © 
this alſo to be done within the ſaid 15 Months, And 
further, Boſwel contracts, within the ſaid Term to re- 
Fair and amend all the Walls belonging to the ſaid Je- 
B _ vel 
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W ee 
edel, between Rainbam- Creek and the Point of Land 
e || Weſtward of the Half-way-Tree, to the Satisfaction of 


| 
/ 
1 
| 


15 Truſtees, 5 to be choſen by the other Truſtees, 5 by | 


— Laud-Oꝛuners, and 5 by Beſwell; the View to be made 


lone Month after Boſwe! ſhould be intituled to the Firſt 


* 

8 

Payment. And further, within Four Winters after the 
a 8 ſtopping of the Breach, to remove and carry away a 
ce Hef or Sand bank, at the Mouth of the Breach, of near 
of a Mile in Length, and reaching almoſt haif-way croſs the 
of River; ſo that the River ſhould be 6 Foot deep above the 
al ſaid Bank, at Lou-Mater, upon a Niep-Tide. The 
n. Truſtees on their Part agree, to pay Boſwel 6000. one 


_ Month after he had ſo ſecur'd the Breach, as that the Ri- 


ver ſhould not at the Higheſt Tides. overflow the Levels; 


is ¶ and 40001. more, when the reach and Wall are intively 


nd Wl finiſhed, in the Judgment of Ten of the Truſtees, 5 to ba 
8 choſen by the Land: Owners, and 5 by Boſwell; the Re- 
port to be made upon a Survey taken, one Month after 
ſo compleating the FPorks. And the Remaining Sum of 
= 63ool. with Intereſt at 6 per Cent from the Time of 
ſuch Judgement made, is to be paid at the Expiration of 
Mrhe two Winters (to be computed from the 29th day of S 


all the Works contracted for by theſe Articles, to the ſa- 
Wrisfaction of the Truſtees, ſignified under their Hands, at 
General Meeting; and after removing and clearing the 
and-Bank or Shelf in the ſaid River. Laſtly, Boſwell 
ontracts to Refund all. ſuch Sum or Sums of Mony, as 
e ſhall have at any time received, in Caſe he fails 


aftet Wn any part of his Contract, or make good the Damage. 
7000 And further, He agrees to give a Bond ot 2000 J. Pe. 
nade 'ty, at the Time of the Executing of his Contrath 
ames | *-rform his Part of the Articles, Covenants, Oc. 


or before he receives his firſt Payment of 6000 kh 
Second Bond of $0001. for the like Performance 


iember to the 23d day of April) next after the finiſhing * 


28, Covenants, Oc. on his. Part to be pers 


5 n — 
This is the intire Subſtance of the Contraf?, which tis 
between Nin Truſtees therein named, their Executors 


and Adminiſtrators of the one Part, and I illiam Boſwell : 


his Executors and Adminiſtraters of the other Part. It is 
Dated above, the 5th of Auguſt, 1714, in the firſt Year 
of His Pre ſent Majeſly King GEORGE; and at the 
Bottom, Send and Seal'd the Day and Tear firſt above 
Written. On the Back is endors'd, Sealed and Delivered 
in the Preſence of us, David Le Gros, Thomas Jeſlon. 
Thus you have Boſwel's Contract fairly laid before 
you; the Management of which was chiefly under the 
Direction of Mr. Ward. It is probable he would have 
deferr'd this Matter, and loaded it with more Obſtacles, 
had not the Face of Publick Affairs received a viſible Alte- 
ration at that Time, by the Acceſſion of His Preſent Majeſty 
King GEORGE (whom God long preferve) to the 


believ'd might make ſome Alterations in his Intereſts ; 
and therefore he was willing to let the Contract go, un- 
der all the Diſadyantages to Boſwell, which he had al- 
| ready loaded it with. Accordingly an Order was made 
to have it ſign'd by ſuch and ſuch Truſtees ; which was 
| done in a Hurry, juſt four Days after the Acceſſion. 
Before I part with this Contract, I muſt make ſome 
Natural and Neceſſary Obſervations upon it, which will 
ſet the whole Affair in a much clearer View before 
3 1 | 
. 4 1. Firſt, Sir, I muſt deſire you to take Notice, that 
though this Agreement was — the 5th of Auguſt, 1714, 
and is {aid to be Sind on that Day; yet in Fact it was 
neter legally Executed till the 7th of October following - 
and accordingly you find no Date to the Indorſement: na 
as a farther Obſtacle it was not exchanged till a M 
after. Theſe Delays were occaſioned in a great! 
through Mr. Ward's Management, and prove 
|. Obſtruction to Boſwel's. Proceedings.” It 5 
could not enter upon the J/ork, till the- 
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j | Crown of Great Britain. This happy Incident Mr. Ward . 
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ted, which was in October; and then his Term of 


Months was to be reckon'd from the Date of the 


Pfrtract, which was in Auguſt. Here you ſee, by this 


ece of Contrivance, he was, even at his firſt ſetting 


Ft, viſibly depriv'd of Tuo whole Months out of Fifteen; 


d how great a Loſs this muſt be to him, any Comp 

t Judge in Works of this Nature may very readily 
; termine. £ : . = 
2. It muſt be conſider d, That theſe Two Months, which 
was depriv d of, were ſome of the very beſt Months in 
xe Year for Works of this Kind. Let Mr. Ward and 
s Friends be Judges of this Matter; for from September 
d April following is all & inter, even according to their 


Pn Way of Reckoning, as ſet down in the Contract; 


o that here was in Effect a further Loſs of Six Months 
ore out of Fifteen ; in which Time, i. e. from Septem- 
er to April, little elſe could be done, than only the lay- 
ng in of Stores, and providing Materials. Whence it 
appears, that Boſwel had really no more than 7 Mouths 
in Effect to compleat the Work in. And had he not been 
depriv'd of the latter Part of the Summer in 1714. h? 


might probably have ſo far conquer'd the firſt Difficulty, * 


and have made ſuch an Advance, as would have enabled 
him to bear up againſt the Rigours of the Winter Seaſon. 


Now what a Hardſhip was this upon Boſwell, even at his 


firſt ſetting out! What a ſubtle and ingenious Piece of 
Management was this, to defeat his Contract, even at 
the time of making it; by a plain Violation of the equi= - 
able Deſigns and Purpoſes of the Legiſlature! What 
ould be the Reaſon of theſe Delays, where the Parlia- 


nent requird ſo much Expedition? And if Bofwell could | N 


ot by Law claim any Benefit, in Virtue of a Contra? 
ot executed, why ſhould not his Time be reckon d only | 
om the Date of fuch Execution ? | 1 


3. In the next Place, Sr, be pleas d to take Notice, = 


ect ſtinted to 7 or 8 7 * was, on another Ac- 


2 
ve : 
CY 1 

"> | * 

Q = count | * 5 1 

N "ER 
__— F 

7 144 2 F 
5 : LF & off] 


, 
— 
D — 
„ * 12 7 
e 
— 


Count, Rill more directly contrary to the plain Intentio 
and Meaning of Parliament. When they had laid II 
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with, they oblige Boſwell further, to make good and rej 
pair all the Halle and Baxks, quite from Rainham-Creel 


E — 


Tax for Ten Tears, and order d Monthly Payments or oft: 

ner, to he made for carrying on the Works, can it be ſup 
pos d their Deſign was, that any Undertaker ſhould be 
tyed down to leſs than even Tex Months? And will an 
ane lay, this Term bears a reaſonable Proportion to Tex 
Tears? Such a Reſtriction therefore (whatever ſaving 
Pretences may be alledged) can in no Senſe import an 
thing elſe, than a palpable Deſign of fruſtrating the good 
Intentions and Wiſdom of the Parliament. 

4. I would alſo obſerye to you, Sir, that the Ac 
Imports no more than to provide for the ſfopping of the 
Breach, by making the Walls and Bauks as firm and good 
as they were before the Breach was made, and removing 
the Shelf, which obſtructed the Navigation of the Rive; 
Any thing more than this is fo far illegal, that there is 
#0 Tau for it. Will any one ſay it is within the Statute} 
And can a ſett of Truſtee any more juſtify their Proceed 
ing without Law, than their going contrary to it? Buy 
this muſt be added to Boſwells other Hardſhips ; and by 
is required not only to make good the Breach, and re 
move the Shelf or Sand-ba;k, but alſo to repair the D 
for above 40 Foot on each fide of the Breach; whic 
Wall is really no Part of the Breach, and hath hithert U 
ſtood all Weathers ever fince the firſt Calamity happen'd 
However, if this were all, a conſcientious Undertake 
might readily enough ſubmit to it; but not ſatisfy'd here 


to the Point of Land Eaſtward of the Half-way Tree 
which is about Four Miles in Length; and all this to be 
done at the ſame Price, and within the ſame Compaſs oor 


Time. As well might they have oblig'd him to takdde 
Care of all the Shores between the Bridge and Graveſendi B 


py 2 like equitable Conſtruction of the Stazure: For IC 
find, when, their Hands are in, Four or Five Miles ip! 
n nothin 


. 
- * 


At A a . 


5 


Ln. 


3 7 9 . * ee n 
4 * * . £ 
3 7 . 
2 ; 
5 


EE. 4 LM — 7 
FW 7 
* n * * 

** c - * 

b 1 * Ng 

— A 


entionſfothing with em: Whereas if there had been any few © 
laid afFracuir: in the Falls belonging to that Part of the LE 


Or oft- 


vel, there ſhould conſequently have been a new Chargs; 


x ſup and more Money had been granted to make it good at 2 
Id beſkhe Expence of the Publick. For I would ask any of © 


ill anjſheſe Gentlemen, Were any of theſe Walls beaten dow 
At the Time of the paſſing of this Act? Or, was there 


Fainy Breach there, or any New Shelf beyond Rainham ? 


aim'd at in this Article; for if nevet fo many Breathes 
ad happen'd in theſe Walli, during his Tithe, he had 
Peen hereby oblig'd to make em good, tho' ar the Ex- 


| g00dF7; 1/7225 : Or this perhaps was meant for a Comple- 
10Vin9Wnent to the 7 ant Fx Maſters, and Commiſſioners of 


Ri ven Pewers; ſince it was plainly a Piece of Wort not eom- 
ere prehended in the Ac of Parliament, and bore lo mere 
atute MRelation to the Sand- banł, or the Hundation upoi the 
ceed Levels, than to Rocheſter-Bridge, or the Old Doghs at 
BuffBlacEιναν⅛. So that here alſo was another, as plain and 
nd biolent a Breath in the AF, as ever was made at Da- 


d re 
22 


enham. 8 


which reel to the Half-way-Tree, tho perfectly out of the 
ther Queſtion, is yet in a mote particular Manner taken Care 
pen dpf in this Comrat?, than even the Breach it felf ; for N 
rtakeWoe! is oblig'd to finifh this mrirely, within a Morrh WM 
hereWrer he became intituled to his Pirſ# Payment, thit is, BB 
1d reihen the Breach, his Main Work, was only fo far flopt 


Creek 
Tree 
to be 

als o 

take 
eſend 

'Or 


WHicheſt Tides. Whence it is plain, that this was an 
Dbſtra&ion to his Main- Mork; not being founded up- 
on the Act of Parliament, and palpably cortttiy'd to hin- 


Befides, as a further Inflance of their more eſpecial 


% 


thin 
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But it is very plain, that the Ruin of the Contractor was 
S 


Pence of double the Sum he was to have received of the 


5. T obſetve further, that this orł from Rainham 


xs to keep out the River from over- flowing it æt the MM 


der, what chat AF was on purpoſe made to promote. 
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Care of this Fbur- Nile Mork, it is to be view d ald ap- 
es 1 prov” d by no leſs than 1 * ro be choſe 
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of the Breach, ſo particularly provided for by Parlia 


be made the Inſtrument of his own Ruin. For, 
Vncertainties this Method of appointing and chooſing 


vel; and you will wonder yet more at the Increaſe of 


- which on his Part was become ſo precious an Article 


bliged to promiſe, at the Hazard of his AP, that in Tu 
 HWWinters after ſtopping the Breach, his Works ſhall not 
be demoliſn d; ort in other Terms, that no Storms or 


by the Land-Owneys (but whether thoſe of Havering ane 
Dagenham, or the Land-Owners near the Half-way-Tro% 
and Rainhan is not ſaid) Five by the other Truſtees, ani 


Five by Boſwell: Whereas the ſtopping of the Bread 
was to be adjudg'd only by Ten, Five to be choſen byte 
the Land-Owners, and Five by Boſwell, So that here iM: 
another remarkable Difference, ſtill to the Diſadvantage 


ment: And in either of theſe Caſes, for want of a Sur 
vey or à Report, Boſwell was to loſe all his Money, and ti 


6. Sir, be pleasd to take Notice further, how man 
Surveyors is attended with, all to the Prejudice of 50 


his Hardſhips, every ſtep you take. Various Diſputes 
might ariſe about the Choice to be made by the Land 
Owners ; whoſe Number cannot, according to this Con- 
tract, be eaſily aſcertain'd or collected. This woule 
occaſion very prejudicial Delays : there might alſo be anfſh 
Equality of Voices in {o ſmall a Number of Men, if all 
the Fifteen ſhould not happen to attend; and where Bo 
well had only Five Truftees, to Ten choſen by the othe 
Truſtees and the Land-Owners (among whom Mr. Hard 
would be ſure to have ſo confiderable an Intereſt) .. hal 
muſt inevitably run the Hazard of being cruſh'd at once 
at leaſt he would be ſure - to ſuffer in Point of Time, 


Withal you cannot avoid remarking, that in this Part 
of the Contract one of the Parties does plainly undertake 
to be abſolute Judge of the other, even to a Power e 
utterly ruining him, and depriving him of all the Bene- 
fits on his Side of the Agreement. 
7. I obſerve further, that in this Contract Boſwell is o- 
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ing ard empeſts ſhall happen, nor any ſecret Enemy deſtroy what * 


2)-T re had erected. I will not add to your Amazement at 
es, anhis Article: Let the Trinity-Houſe 

Bread) 
en b 
here 1; 
antage 
Parlia 
A Sur 
and ti 


gainſt Providence; and ſurely no Man would run this 
Jazard, but upon much better Conſiderations. Whar 
fice of Inſurance muſt Boſwell reſort to, in order to ſave 
imſelf from this Clauſe? And can you imagine, that a- 


oor Sufferers from one Calamity, would give any Truſ- 
bes a Power of expoſing their Fellow- Subjects to a- 
manyſyother ? In all Deeds of this Nature, there is a Reſerve 
oolingfeainſt ſuch kind of Y/ifitations; and if Mr. Ward had 


f BoſMiven the like Security againſt the Storm that happened in 


aſe offſis Time, his Eſtate and Fortune had been long ſince 
pute allow d up in that Inundation. - 

Land] 8. Itake notice further, that after topping the Breach, 
3 ConWofwel is allowed a Term of four Winters more, in which 


would$c is to clear and carry off the Sand-Bank. Here again 
be aue firſt and greatſt Piece of Service to be done to the 


if all 
2 Bo 
other 


ublick, is poſtpon'd, and taken Care of laſt. And yer 
is is by far the eaſieſt part of the J/ork; ſo that if it 


n all no leſs than fx Tears) for finiſhing the eafieſt and 
Walt expenſive Part of the Work, certainly there was as 
uch Reaſon he ſhould be allowed more Time than 
e had, to finiſh the moſt difficult and moſt expenſive 
Part, 2. e. the Breach. _ , 
9. In all theſe Caſes, and under every Article, and 
lauſe of an Article, where there were ſo many Judges, 
ind ſo many Men to be ſatisfied, Land- Oꝛuners as well as 
Truſtees, if Boſwell fail d in any the leaſt Point, the Pe- 
Pali all along is, not the Loſs or Forfeiture of a Re- 
is o- Mard only, but his intire Ruine, and the utter Overthrow 
Twſof himſelf and Family. And certainly it is plain enough 


notſfalready, and will ſoon appear much plainer, that he could ö | 


s orfitot well avoid being utterly ruined under ſuch heavy and 
peſts unreaſonable Incumbrances. _— 
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y Parliament, whilſt they were relieving a 3 of 


rere thought reaſonable to allow Boſwell ſo long a time 


K. 
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e- Maſters ſpeak their 
npartial Judgment of it. This, in effect, is contracting 
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paid. The deſign of the Parliament certainly was, 0 
à larger Sum than 16300 J. ſhonld be expended, ſinc 


| - Grants of this Nature commonly fall ſhort, rather tha 


was to be paid him. No doubt the Parliament intend 


and by their Cauſe of Credit, that the Publick Mon 


in ſuch a manner, that if no Uzdertaker was entiched, u 


r R , "a. 
N 0 * * . : * - . 7 
3. 


to. We have thus ſeen, what he was to widertal 12 


let us now ſee, what, and how he was to have berſſid, 


they had granted a Tax for more than 50000 /. an 


exceed. Out of which Sum if any thing was to be got 

the Projector, who ran ſo great a Riſque, had the be 
Title to it. The Parliament did not think Boſuelbs Pre 
poſal of 21000 J. unreaſonable: Mr. Ward demande 
almoſt twice as much. Was there any Reaſon for thi 
Truſtees to beat him down fo low in his Price, at the ſam 
Time that they put ſo much ork into his Hands, mor 
than ever was intended to be done? In both Cafes the) 
went befides the Aci; by giving a Leſs Price than thi: 
Legiſlature deſign d, and by crouding more Work into thi 

| 3 than he was by the Statute obliged to per 

orm, | 
11. Theſe were great Hardſhips, and worſe we 
ſtill to follow, if we confider in what manner his 16300 


 advanc'd upon the Dutyt ſhould be apply'd from Tim 
to Time, to defray the Charge of Men and Materials 


one might be a Loſer ; otherwiſe the. Remedy woul 
prove full out as bad as the Diſeaſe. Inſtead of Second 
ing theſe good Intentions, the Truſtees, or rather Mil 
Ward and his Friends, take a quite different Courfe 
Boſwell is to provide Materials, and ſet Men to Worl 
(and Men enough there muſt be, conſidering the ſtord 
neſs of the Time) and all this at his on Expence. 4 


9 * 


he ſucceeded, the 16300 J. in their manner of paying him 
would hardly defray his Charge; and if he did not ſue 
ceed, he was to loſe all; ſo that he mult ſtake his Ruf 
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heme, and ſuppoſes, that he would Work upwards upon 


> Workman ever did, or can pretend to go upon, un- 


am a Way were found to work under Water. He 
noras ically oblig'd to begin at each Eud, and ſo by. 


egrees to bring it to a narrow Cloſure; and when that 
2 Buſineſs was done. Through this narrow Claſure, 


pere River, both at High and Lou Tides, muſt of Ne- 
fity low in, to within a few Days betore the Work 


ne vance for enabling him to pay for Men and Materials, 


im Point of Time (a few Days only excepted) with the 
ond Payment of 4000 J. which he was to receive after 


n had finiſh'd. By this Artifice, ſo well contriv'd, his 


Dil F Payments are reduced to one; ſo that let him 
ake. what Progreſs he would, not a Penny was. 
| be advanc'd, nor any Aſſiſtance given him; which 
as plainly another moſt intolerable Hardſhip. An 

et all, when he had finiſh'd, {till if Mr. Ward and. 
F. iends could, upon View, fay, That the Work was 
t ſo firm and ſubſtantial as they expected, a thouſand. 
Fetences being eaſy to be found (and which have been 
nce found) for ſuch an Allegation ; no Money was to 
paid him, nor any of his Debts and Charges defray d. 
Wl bis Work had ſtood Two Winters : For Boſwell was 


xc ſolid and intire Foundation, quite the Length of the 
reach: which is an impracticable Scheme, and ſuch as. 


Ws made up, and the Works well back d and fortity d, 
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tab 12: Do but conſider, in what manner he was to be 

id, how contrary to the Intentions of Parliament, 
d you will ſoon be brought to commiſerate his hard 
rcumſtances. His Fit Advance was Gooo l. which 
as to be paid him, wien he had ſo far ſtopt the Breach, 
at the River, at higheſt Tides, ſhould not over- flow the 
vel. Now this is a ſort of :Foreſtalling him in his 


88 3s 


as compleated: So that this Firſt Payment, in the ve=, 
oo Nature of it, could not come to his Hands, till he 
nd very near done; and therefore cannot be called an 


Wt: other Debts contracted ; but was in Effect the ſame, 
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to refund, if it did not ſtand that Trial, whether 2 


ter ſtopping of the Breach. Here again we find th 


meldiate Debts and Charges; and upon the making up o 


upon the back of another. For I have already ſhewſ 


ow < vw L 
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ſuch Survey and Judgment were made or no. His 251 
and laſt Payment of 6300 l. was to be made after tho 
Two Winters were expired, and (ſays the Contract) af 
ter the Sand- Ban ſhould be remov'd, i. e. Four Years a 


Sand- Bank, which was the firſt and chiefeſt Concern : 
to the Publick, taken Care of Laſt. So remote a Pay 
ment as this (and I have already prov'd that all other Pa 
ments were, or might be, as remote as this) muſt neec 
be a great Help to a Workman for the Defraying inter 


the Ballance, the Overplus (no doubt) would prove a Rei 
ward equal to his Merits, worth the Hazards he ranlHbj 
and highly becoming the Honour of the Governumentt! 
Theſe were ſtrange and amazing Priviledges, and a rar 
way to prevent an Exorbitant Grant, if it could | 
accounted for upon the Principle of good Husbandri 
Had Mr. Tard been thus paid, he had hardly been nunÞid 
berd at this Day among the Land-Owners in the I 
dels. 7 q 
x3. At the Foot of all theſe encouraging Artic 
there is a Clauſe, which obliges Boſwell, in Caſe 
fail'd, to refund whatever Moneys he ſhould from Ti 
to Time receive: And this is one Hard/hip mo 


you, that he was not to receive a Penny, till the 
was done; and if he did the Work, Why, and Wh: 
muſt he refund? But God might ſend a Storm or 
Tempeſt in the mean time, and Boſwell had engag'd 
ſhould not: This was hard; but in Fact he had ſo e 
gag d. On the other hand, I have already prove 
things might have be ſo manag'd upon a Survey, th 
he ſhould not receive one Penny, though he did the ZY/orWidet 
till it had ſtood the Trial of rwo Minters; and theffat h. 
why ſhould he refund, unleſs he had receiv/d? Bur if 1 
got over the Syrvey, ſtill you are to conſider, he waſſtrac 
FP”; 8 ne 
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r ant to receive above 10000 I before the Four Laſt Win- 
thirty s were expired, and he gave Security the mean while 
rr that 10000 J. So that the Article of refunding was in- 
rely unneceſlary, becauſe he could not be properly ſaid 
receive; but only to borrow, Nay though he was 
ot to be paid as he went on, yet this Security extended 
Y every individual Article and Clauſe of the Contract; fo 
at he might really have been ſued for 10000 J. only for 
hrowing away 8000 J. or 10000 J. of his own, without 
utting the Publick to a Penny Expence. His Firat 
dond of 2000 J. Penalty, was given upon Signing the 
Fontract; the other of 8000 J. Penalty, he was to give 
efore he received the Fuſt Payment: ſo that he here 
abjected himſelf to a Debt of 100007. upon no Conſide- 
tion at all; not being put into the Poſſeſſion of any 
ing, that can be deemed an Equivalent to ſuch a 
ecurity. 5 | | : 3.” the 
14 Theſe are the many Hardſhips this Contract hath 
aid him under; and indeed I cannot ſee, from one end 
p the other, any tolerable Article or Clauſe, that makes 
uch for his Advantage. It there be any, it is this, 
ici at in Caſe of Failure, or inſtead of refunding, he ſnould 
ſe Nate good the Damage. Theſe are the Words, as you 
in ill find in the Original. This Damage Boſwell hath of- 
noted to make good by the beſt Security, and in ſuch Man- 
ever, as that the Publick ſhould not ſufter; and I ſhall 
drove to you ata proper time, that by virtue of this 
/ hi 
or It this very time to be in Poſſeſſidn of the Worts at Da- 
d Henbam: For all that the Publick has, or could, ſuffer 
» erfÞoy bim, is only the Loſs of 7 or 8 Manths Time; which 
»@s nothing, when compared with the Term of Pars gran- 
thiIted by the Act; and even theſe are not loſt, if we con- 
Ar Mider how much Boſwell hath done in that Time, and all 
thejat his own Expence. 


lauſe, Boſwell's Contract is ſtill good; and he ought _ \ 


f 15. Before I finiſh my Obſervations upon the Con- 2 q 
wiftract, I muſt take Notice to you, what a different Part 


nc E . Mr. Wird + if 


rous manner, now Boſwell is gone, and his own Favourity 


Mr. Ward has. acted, now he is a Truſtee, from wh ON 
he did, when he was a Contractor. There ought indeeforts 
to be a Difference ; but not quite ſo wide a one. Woul 
he, think you, have ſigned ſuch a Contract as he hal 
drawn another into? Does he treat others in the ſame rigo 


in Poſſeſſion ot the Breach? Why muſt he have Lear,, 
and Boſwell only Months? Why muſt Mr, Ward have 
28000 J. for doing ſo little, and Boſwell, who did fo much 
not be paid for his Labour? Muſt he receive withoul| 
refunding, and Boſwell refund without receiving? Hadi 
he the making of his own Terms, and muſt he now make 
Terms for Boſwell, fo different from his own, and in- 
deed from any Contract, that ever was in being? I leave 
him to talk over theſe Matters with his own Conſcience 
at Leiſure; and before I proceed, beg leave to anſwer 
an Objection, | 

It may be asked, how Boſwell came to Sign ſuch 2 
Contratt ; and why he now thinks it a Hardſbip, to bt 
tied down to his own Alt and Deed? f 

To this it may be anſwered; Hrſt, That from wha 
hath already appeared of Boſwel/'s Character, it can 
neyer be ſuppoſed he had Skill or Capacity enough; 
in Matters quite forcign to his Profeflion and Manne 
of Life, to put him upou an even Lay with Men of far 
Superior Cunning and Management ; who were Maſters 
| of all the Nicetys of the Law, and could form a Jeſs art- 
ful Contract than this is, and then perſuade a well-mean- 
| ing Mechanic to ſign it, upon the Equitable Conſiderati- 
on of a good many fair Promiſes; that no Advantage 
| ſhould be taken of him, nor any little Punfilio's inſiſted 
oon, provided he did his Work well, and fairly made 
| good the Deſigns of the Publick, fa fully expreſſed in 
| the Ad of Parliament. This was all that Boſwell had his 
{ Eye upon; and therefore was leſs Sollicitous about Trin 
| and Scruples of Law. In this Caſe of the Articles, he e 
| was obliged to truſt entirely to others, and to rely hol · In t 
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& on their Judgment. If there Mr. Ward found an Op- 
Mortunity of being too hard for him, it is no great Mat- 
r of Triumph and Glory on his fide, fince he might 
** have ſucceeded againſt a more Potent and Skil- 
Adverſary. l 
2. Let it be conſidered, that Beſuel had a ſure 
ſort to that Saving Clauſe in the Articles, To make good 
Je Damage; which made him the leſs careful as ro any 
Wher rigorous Points. For if he failed in any of them, 
ll if he made good the Damage, his Contract was in Force, 
ad the Publick could be no ſufferer. Now that he was 

along ready to make good the Damage in the moſt effec- 
in- al Manner, and under unqueſtionable Security, is ſo 
torious, that the worſt of his Enemy's will never be 
le to deny it. Arid therefore when this Secret comes 
be laid open before you, it will be no longer Matter 
Surprize, how he came to be defeared in ſo wretched 

Manner: you will ſoon ſee, upon whom the firſt Vio- 
ion of this Contract is to be placed, and to whoſe Ac- 
unt * 2 ſuſtained by the Publick ought to be 
Mar 5 t, 4 
74 - You are to take Notice, that whatever Contraft 
Wis made by and with the Truſtess, ſtill Boſuell knew the 
Judgement upon that Contract, the auditing of all Ar- 
nts, and the neceſſary References as to the Progreſs and 
oodneſs of the Works, were ultimately to be re- exami- 
and determined in Parliament; and this the Act pro- 
led for in expreſs Terms. So that whatever the Deſigns 
d Machinations of Mr. Ward were, Boſwell was (ure 
ige being one time or other heard impartially, and did 
ted Wt queſtion to find a Remedy for any Hardſbipt he ſhould 
ade laid under, in his Engagements for the Publick Ser- 
e. He was therefore not ſo much upon his Guard, as 
the Signing of this Contract, or the weighing and ex- 
ining the ſeveral Nicetys in it, ſo artfully interwoven 

he e with another. The Fear of loſing more Time oblig d 
ol - In to ſet his Hand in _ and perhaps he looked 

2 the 


to decline. He took it therefore with all its Diſadvan- 


the Date of it, when Mr. Ward's Intereſt began viſibly 


tages, and acted clearly upon a View to the impartial 
Judgment of Parliament; and when the Cauſe. comes to 
that Iſſue, he is in no Apprehention of failing in his Ex 
pectations of ſeeing Juſtice done to the Publick, and him 
ſelf reliev'd in ſuch a manner, as ſhall be agreeable to E. 
quity and good Conſcience, = | 
I have now done with my Obſervations upon the Com Mp 
tract, and leave it to you, Sir, who are ſo tender of all 
Caſes which concern the Liberties and Properties of you 
Fellou- Subjects, to expatiate in your own Breaſt upo! 
the intollerable Hardſbips I have hitherto recounted. And 
when I ſhall have led you through a Scene of many more c 
and thoſe yet more grievous and preſſing, I dare pro A 
miſe my ſelf, you will readily pronounce, that Boſuell th. 
Caſe is without Precedent. - 5 ing 
After cramping him in his Contract, reducing him ii cat 
Point of Time, beating him down in his Price, andi cer 
ſtraitening him in the Method of his Payments, Mr. Wai be 
began to act more under Covert ; and the Proofs again dic 
him, as to the remaining part of his Conduct in tis we 
Affair, will not therefore be ſo notorious and undeniablW1it 
as formerly. Had the Evidence been more clear an ſin 
unconteſted, Mr. Ward had long ago heard of this Arat 
fair, in another Place, and after another Manner. Bui cee 
however, the Proofs will be ſuch, as will amount to moi inv 
than a ſtrong Suſpicion, and may ſerve to convince ani of « 
reaſonable Man, that inſtead of preſerving the fair ani 
impartial Character of an Honourable Truſtee for th 
Publick, he hath deſcended to the low abject Charact 
of a private malicious Enemy to Boſwell, and made th 
Power and Truſt repos'd in him by Parliament, the Stall 
ing Honſe to his Avarice and Revenge: 
But to proceed with the Facts, in Courſe of Tim 
After the Loſs of Two Months, from the Time of makin 
and executing his Contract, that Boſwell might not be i: 
125 ä | tirel 


n proper Stores and Materials, hired Men, and appointed 
hem their Stations according to their Capacities; and 
February, 1714, even before the Winter was expired, 
et on to work with a ſufficient number of Hands, and 
all imaginable Expedition. Though he was put into 
oſſeſſion of Mr. J/ard's Scheme, Works, and Materi- 
als, for which there was all the Reaſon in the World, 
e having been paid for them to more than ſix times their 
Value; yet this was no manner of Advantage to him: 
However, Care was taken to diſtreſs him as much as 
Poſſible, even in this trifling Particular. Mr. ard, or his 
Hieents, convey'd away all the Materials they could; tho 
they were none of his, and the Property, if any, remain- 
ing intirely with the Land- Ouners, or (it the Truſtees- Books 
can make a ſufficient Title) with Boſwell. This was 
certainly done to defeat Boſwell, though it happened to 
be of very little Diſſervice to him. At firſt indeed he 
did try ſome of the Old Works and Materials; but they 
were ſoon found to be of no manner of Uſe, and in a 
little time were all thrown by, and never meddled with 
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rather a Hindrance than an Advantage to Boſwells Pro- 
ceedings The Plan, he had been at ſo much Pains to 
invent and draw out, and which he offer'd to the Houſe 
J Commons, that they would be pleas'd to order an Ex- 
© amination of it by any able Mechannicks or Mathema- 
nicians, was far ſuperiour to any Thing of this Kind pro- 
ected by Mr. Ward, if indeed he ever had any Plan at 
© all, which it is reaſonable to ſuſpect he never had. This 
Plan is ſtill to be ſeen, hath been often view'd by skilſul 
Perſons, to their intire Satisfaction, and much ti the Cre- 
imd dit of the Author. Beſides, it hath been ſwo' 


irely depriv'd of the /i Winter Months, which were now 
oming on (the Contra not being executed till October) 
e drew out, and finiſned his Plan of the Works, laid 


ſince. Nay, it was ſeen by Experience, that they were 


inf Maſterly Draught [| See Number 8. in the Appendix | was 
plainly practicable, and when it came to be work d, e- 
| : des 
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ven Mr. Ward himfelf could not help expreſſing his A; 
| probation of it, with an mcommon Emotion, for fear . 
| well ſhould ſucceed. Such a Play requir d other Mat 
' | fials, and the erecting of another fort of Works, tha 
any BofweH found upon the Breach, at his firſt comin ec 
to it. And by this it appears, that he was duly prepar n 
that he ſet out like a Workman, and did not proceed up 
on wild or fanciful Chimæra s: All was his own Conti 
vance, and all at his own Charge. 
As to the laying in of Sores and other Materials, Boſ 
well muſt be allow'd to have Skilt enough in that Part o 
the Undertaking : His Office, as Purveyor of the Naw 
(which he hath diſcharg d ſo long, and ſo much to the 
Satisfaction of his Superiours) ſufficiently qualifying 
him to execute this Particular, with Fidelity and fudgW 
ment. h 
The ſame Reaſon muſt plead for him as to his Ac 
quaintance among good H/orkmen, and proper Labourer: 
His Character was ſuch, that he was at no Loſs for Me 
he had his Choice, and whatever Number the Nature « 
the Undertaking required. As the Works advanced | 
he ſoon rais d his Quota of Hands from 50 to 200, an 
did not only pay them well, but took ſuch Care in over - 
ſeeing them, that he became their Fellou- Labourer, and 
| wotk'd frequently for whole Days together, in the moſt, 
| toilſome and fateaguing Part of the Bufineſs ; not la- 
|  viſhing his Money upon any unneceſſary Expences, but 
| contenting himſelf with an old Shed for his own Conve 
nience, fach as ke found upon the Spot, at his firſt com · I 
ing to the Breach. . 3 
On all theſe Accounts it appears, with how much g 
Skill, Expedition, Fidelity, and Judgement, Boſwel pro- nic 
ceeded to make good his Contract, and to ſerve the 2 
Pablick in the moſt effectual Manner. No Underiater Ip t. 
could Have done more: No one hath done halt ſo p. 
much ſince, with ten times the Encouragement; nor; 
was any before him able to go through ſo much Work 


an 


N 1 
two or three Tears, as he bath done in two or three 
buths. The Proſpect was as promiſing as could well 


148d Uſage in Nature, the Work had been intirely ſini- 
Jed long ago, more to his own Satisfaction than Ad- 
ge; and no doubt with the intire Approbation of 
ſuing Parliament. ; 
You may ſee, Sir, by the Contract, that there was as 
t no neceſſity for a Survey to be made; however, 
e Works were in ſuch Forwardneſs, and Boſuel pro- 
Wcded with ſo much Skill and Expedition, that it was 
Bought highly convenient, a Survey ſhould be made; 
teo/fwel himſelf being very much pleaſed with it. Ac- 
ccdliy in April 1715, two Months after he began to work, 
ere came down a Committee of the Truſtees, who vieu'd. 
> Works, examined the Men, and after a ſtrict Survey, 
proved all that had been done, and certified ſuch their 
1:8-probation to the next General- Court. With this Verbal 
Icouragement (for not a Penny would they advance) 
ſwell proceeded cheerfully; though Mr. Ward did his 
t to deprive him even of this Little Advantage; for 
made ſeveral Objections at the Generrl Court, which, 
re of the Truſtees plainly told him, were not conſiſtent 
With that Opinion, which he had delivered, when he 
as down upon the view at the Breach; and with this 
heck he modeſtly receded, and let the Approbation of 
Court pals unanimouſly. : | 
By the middle of July following, Boſwell, whoſe 
eme was thus honourably approv'd, had Work'd upon 
with extraordinary Skill and Dilligence ; and raiſed 
Bauk of 160 Foot broad, on each fide of the Breach, 
hich he had by Degrees brought from 5 o Foot Width, 
a Clofure in the middle of only 30 Foot; Care be- 
p taken in the mean time to carry off the Bach- M uer, 
proper Suices of a Maſterly Contrivance ; the Worts 
ing as much expoſed tp this Back Water, as to the 
dr and Current of the River. The filling up this | 


? 


expected; and if Boſwel had not met with the moſt 


Cloſure 


had been taken to make this Experiment with the leal 


ol his time ſtill good, would not run any unneceſſary Ha 


| ſhe : all, who ſaw, approved his Method: nc ar thir 


certainly do the Trick, and that he had a Scheme beyal 
what they ever thought of, or Words to that Purpoſe 


wh (40) 
Cloſure of 30 Foot was the finiſhing Stroake, the ver) 
Crifis of the Work: this was all the Breach, that re 
mained to be ſtopt; and though all imaginable Car 


Hazard imaginable ; yet Boſwel reſolved to proceed with 
the utmoſt Caution, and having more than three Month 


zards, by being too haſty in this laſt and moſt Critical 
Part of his Undertaking, : 
He had now brought the Whole to a very narrow If 


skilful Mechanicks and Workmen, particularly converſan 
in Undertalings of this Nature, had ſigned a Certificat 
for him | ſee No. 9 in the Appendix] expreſſing their Ap 
probation of what he had done; in ſuch Terms, « 
might oblige Boſwe! to conceal it, were it not ſince mad 
abſolutely neceſlary to his Juſtification. It was nov 
taken for granted, . that the Work would be finiſhed 
Boſwell was congratulated and wiſhed Joy on all Handy + 
even by ſome of the Truſtees; and Mr. Ward himſdih 
told one Hall, that this Fellow, meaning Boſuell, wou ho. 


expreſſing himſeif at the ſame time in ſuch a Manner, 
if he found himfelf diſappointed at this Succeſs of BoſwelWid 

Thus had this Undertaker done more at his own E. 
pence in /ix Months Time, than Mr. Ward and the foſſwas 
mer Uzdertakers had done in ſeveral Nears, at an E 
pence, which all the Lands in the Levels were not ablhoo 
by Mortgage or Sale, to bear. What Pity was it, ti oo 
Publick ſhould be deprived of all the Benefits of ſo hop 
ful an Undertaking, only for the ſake of ruining one four 
nocent Man? And where could thoſe Men be found, wiBuſi 
would refuſe a reaſonable Encouragement to One, whſwitl 
had done and hazarded ſo much in the Publick Servic Ads 

Bofwell was now buſie in preparing a large Ship whiQQua 
was to be ſunk in the Cloſure of thirty Foot; and bug 


1 


Wy this Time good Reaſon't to believe, thar he defied 1 
4 Firft-Payment. He had really done more thau if 
e had raiſed a Work to keep out the High-Tiges, in 
hich Caſe the Mony was due: but the C. ntrati ſup- | 
oſed he would have work d from the Foundation, whene- 


hat by this Nicety in wording the Contraft, the could 
yet make no Claim, though in Equity it became due ; 
he Mork upon this Scheme being more than Equiualart 
0 that propoled to be done in the Manner fer down in 
he Contra. Having therefore contracted jo. many 
Wbts, and been at ſo great an Expence, he only defined 
e Truſtees to lend him 2 000 J. of the Publick Mony, al- 
cagy advanced upon the Duties; ſor Which he offered 
he Security and Intereſt. This fabeour was ceaſed hum, 
Whough he had laid out four times that Sum, and 
he Mony was already advanced, and-the Parkianent had 
given them wn to borrow what was necoſſary to carry 
In the Work. This was done too in Fuly, urhen che 
each was in ſuch Forwardneſs, that they, and every 


ou ody, ſa the Likelihood Beſwell had of. ſucceeding, atid 
eHow near he was come to his fecond Payment, as well gs 
oleMis ft. Mr. Ward, who was moſt forward tohave 


im repuls*d, could ſay nothing againſt his Mork, but 
id him get his Ship ready, and fink her, and then he 
ould {ce how kind the Court would be to him. This 
Vas a ſurprizing Piece of good Nature. For by that 
WL ime Baſwell would have had no Occaſion to borrow 
W000 4 but ſoon have been entitled to 4 Fapmony of 
9000 

However, not diſcourag d with this: Repulſe, Boſwel 
found better Friends elſewhere, and proceeded in lis 
Buſineſs. He had now got his Ship ready, ant N 
wirhin a Day or two of ſinking ker. This alarm 
; Adverſaties; ; and other Meaſures ere to be taken, je 
vhichetually to defeat him. For aceompliſhing this, they 
* 1 fuck at no manner ef hallany, _ Song Enemies were 


Ws he was really obliged to work from Eud to Exd: 10 | 


employed E , 
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employed to annoy him in the Dark, to demoliſh 
Works, and ruin both him and his Undertaking. 

- Boſwell, who has ſuffer d ſo much, is too tender of 
thers, to accuſe without Evidence; or to charge a Crin 
of this Nature upon thoſe, whom there is no Reaſ 
to ſuſpect; or to ſuſpect, without Grounds and Ca 
of Suſpicion. Thoſe whom he has detected, appear 
- be Perſons of ſuch mean Circumſtances, ſo little inte 
e.ſted in his Affairs, and Perſons who had by no meat 
any Opportunity of being prejudic'd againſt him, th 
be has good Reaſon to conclude, they were hir'd an 
ſet on; the Miſchief in this Caſe being of ſuch a N 
ture, that it could not be its own Reward. And as fa 
- thoſe, who abetted or employed them, he will on 
ly produce his Facts, and leave the World to gueſs 


The Sip he had provided at ſo great an Expence,an 
which was to be the laſt Accompliſhment of his Wot 
Was ſunk in the Night, at her Moorings, within a D. 
or two before ſhe was to have been ſunk at the Bread 
The Booms a-croſs his Sluices, the Flood-gates aud 
- prons were cut and deſtroyed, and turn d a-drift. 
this one Parmy had a Hand, as appears upon Oath [{ 
Ne 7. inthe Appendix.) who was formerly a Servant 
Mr. Ward, and the Perſon who gave him Intelligent 
from Time to Time of all Tranſactions at the Breach 
to whoſe Houſe Mr. Hard and Colonel Bennet us d fre 
-quently to come down, and there converſe with him inuc 
aà private Room by themſelves. Another Perſon, a Roſu 
lation of the preſent Undertaker, had promis d Boſwell ma 
Foreman, Reynolds, better Buſineſs, which he has ſinqhuen 
procur d him, under his Kinſman; and thereby he wiFafto 
| grown ſo careleſs and miſchievous, that he obſtruct the 
: Boſwell all he could; and particularly drove ſeveri the 
| . Piles without faſtening them, to the great Detriment ꝙ ma 
I - the Works. Thus much is plainly ſworn againſt hint Se 
1 Tice Ne. 10. in the A And further, that in Juſthou 
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rder'd to anliver their Chalk, and all the Carpenters and 
abourers to attend ; this Reynolds ſet them in to drinking 
Parmy's ; and though he was call'd upon by the other 
oreman Bohun, to let the Men go, yet he kept them all 
ZaufP2y, and made them drunk and unfit for Service; 
ar Wicreby the Works receiv'd ſome Hundred Pounds Da- 
inte age. And whenever Boſwell was out of the Way, or 
London, upon Buſineſs, Reyno/ds would leave the Works, 
d negle& the Men ſometimes for a Day or two toge- 
er; which by Reaſon of the Dependance of the Men 
don their Foreman, never came to Boſwell's Know- 
dee, till a good while after. Many other ſecret In- 
ies done to Boſwell will be legally prov'd in due Time 
d Place, and to ſhew beyond all Contradiction, that 
ere was a Reſolution taken to ruin him in his Work 
any means, it is notorious, that Captain Perry, the 
ent Undertaker, was all the Summer long ſoliciting to 
employ'd, and plying the Truſtees under Shelter of 
r. Ward's Intereſt and Friendſhip. For you muſt know 


he Appendix.) that during the whole Affair, Mr. Ward 
1 conſtanr Intelligence at the Breach, his Spies run- 
gto and fro; ſo that he ſometimes knew of Boſwel's: 
Wisfortunes, even before they came to the Knowledge 

the poor Sufferer. ; . 1 
heſe villanous Injuries done to the Undertaker, were 
uch the more heinous in themſelves, and more fatal 
Woſwel, as he had the wor Summer that had happen d 
many Years, to finiſh his Work in. The Rains were 
quent and immoderate ; great Storms happen'd, which 
 wikaſion'd unufual Floods, made the River boiſterous, 
the Nieps ſometimes equal to Spring-Tides, wheres 
yerthe Works were very much damag'd. . And this any 
nt ꝙ may remember, who will be pleaſed to look back to 
hint Seaſon of the Laſt Tear, which could not paſs over 
Juſfhout being obſerv'd by many Thouſands. Theſe - | 


hen there was a Spring- Tide, and twelve Lighters were | 


her, and Sich's Affidavit plainly proves it, [ſee N* 7. 


| the deaſon and bad Weather prevailed, and the Ciaſi 


4 4 \ _ 
Miſchances muſt needs be a 3 to Fs beſt q 
Workmen; but it appears [No. 8. in the Appendix] th: 
| Boſwell could have got over this Difficulty, Howon 
vas fo much the leſs Occaſion for his Enemies t 
make the Storms and Floods their Confederates, and be 
fer him fo ſtrongly within, whilſt he was thus violently : 
xacled from without. But it was reſolved that he ſhoul 
be ruined ; and he was by no means to come at his firfſfen 
Payment, which had certainly enabled him to finiſh |; 
. | 
Winter was now drawing on, and the ſerereſt Nutz 
we all know, that hath been theſe thirty ears z and uf 
deni the fifth of Novenibtr his Contract was to expire. . NM 
difcotiraged with all this, he proceeded to the Weighiniſhc 
of the Ship, and repairing ſuch other Damages, as Ha! 
Wokks hail ſuſtained. By theſe Means his Mex came 
be called off from the Wörkt, to aſſiſt in Z7/eighing : heiſſ en 
by the 7Porks were of Neteſlity neglected for ſome timſth 


became wider: He was now obliged to provide anotl 
Ship, and to fink both that and the former: But th 
his men were enticed away and diſcouraged; he lofi 
bove an Hundred of them; and the reſt would not ob 
their Proper Officers and Divers. His Lighter-M 
wold not auliver their Chalk, where they were ordere 
but kept out, and wrliver'd where they did little or! 
Service. {Jer No. 6. in the Appendix.] And thus ſtood 
Affairs, as his Contract drew near cxpiring : he lc 


great deal of Time, was at much Charge, and more m aft 
cheif was ſtill done him underhand. to 
le was now certainly become an Object of Pity, af En: 
as much a Sufferer as the Land- Ouuners, wheſe Lofles | ru 
was ſo near repairing. It might have been expect} 3 oe 
that the Thuftees would confider the un-forefeen Dau hin 
ges he had ſuſtained, and Inquire, according to ib wh 
Power, into the injurits, that' had been done 2 He 


the Publick; but inſtead of this, when he only applyedſ ria 
* ah 


ſt 9 hem, to advance. him Money Fer Meek, 48 the Duties: bh. 
] thaFame in, and offered any reaſonable Security for it, this 
were Vas alſo refuſed. So that whether he lookedto the Breach 
es r to the Truſtees, his Caſe was moſt. deplorable, and no 


d beſbromiling Proſpe& from either Quarter. His Men were 
ly , nore diſcourag d than ever, a Hardſhip he had been former- 
houlWy vſcd to, when Parmy brought down Drums and Officers, 
is firffſend Voluutiers were beat up for at the Breach, under pre- 
h lKcnce of doing the Government oe Piece of Service, at the 


Expence and to the Detriment of another. He could not 


VMntelhave Courts called ſo often as he wanted them, his Time 
d uifbeing now ſhort ; his Enemies were in Heart, 


Ne 
ghi 
as h 


Friends were deterred from ſupporting him; and in fine, 
he was expoſed to all other Ditkcultics that a Man could 
abour unity. EEE 
me i In 1 he petitioned to have his Term of Months 
herenlarged, in lieu of thoſe, which were taken from him at 
tim the Beginning; and then indeed Mr. Ward told him, 
aſil they would advance him 3 000 J. and this ſhewed ſome. 
not good Opinion both of the Man and his Works: but Beſ- 
t ti uell was too honeſt to take the Publick Money, unleſs, Wl 
lof\Mthey would enlarge his Time. And befides he was to il 
- ob find Security for repaying it in leſs. than wo Months; Wl 
[WF upon which Terms Beſwell could not borrow or find. 
fl £crrrity ; ſo ſhort a Time of Re payment being againſt 
al Uſage. They did indeed promiſe, not to take Ad- 
di vantage of a few Mes; but this Verbal Promiſe was no 
quivalent for the Real Security he was to provide; and 
after ſo many Hardſhips put upon him, he had no Reaſon 
to expoſe others as well as himſelf to the Mercy of his 
7, Enemies. If they would give him more Time, by an 5 
ies ftrument under their Hands, he then offered to raiſe the 
ect 3000 J. himfelf, and his Friends were ready to fupply Ml 
Jan him. By this he did effectually anſwer his Contra, 
ih which was, in Caſe gf Failure, 0 male good the Damages. 
He was ready to give all fair and reaſonable S W 
ved rity for ſo doing, mn 
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o 


4 others; how eaſily the Undertaker could have finiſhed, 
1 wells leaving them, and how advantageous a Scheme for 


W expire, and his Works were left to be deſtroyed and ru- 


4 and never yet received one Penny of the Publick Money: 
The Parliament had laid a Duty, which brought in Mo- 
ney daily: they had alſo paſſed a borrowing Clauſe, and 


Aude to more Time and his Contract was till in 
Force. For all which plain Reaſons Mr. Jard's good 


him. For to convince you, Sir, that the State of hijſ;rp 
Works even then, is by no means miſ-repreſented, yo. } 
will find it deliver d [| N”. 6. in the Appendix] upon th poi 
Oaths of four able and skilful Vorkmen, how well they 
were carried on; how much they were approved by 


notwithſtanding all the Damages done to them; o 
what uſe they were to the Publick at the Time of Bof- 


the Next Undertaker to go upon. 
In chis Manner Beſwell's Contract was adjudg'd tofiff 


med, by that rigorous Winter which enſued The Day 

before the Expiration, Mr. Ward came down with ſome iſ 
of his Friends, and viewed the Breach. Therè he took 
Care to behave himfelf ſo, that the Horkmen could not 
help obſerving, how unhandſome and un-gentleman-like 
a Part he acted, by fhewing himſelf ſuch an inveteratc 
Enemy to Boſwell, At parting he declared he would 
not be at the Court, which he ſaid was to be held that 
very Day; though he really was the firſt that appeared 
at it, and in that Court, Boſwell deſired a Survey; but in 
ga few days after his Contract was declared void, and Ad- 
vertiiſements were ordered for receiving New Propoſals. 
Tay, to ſhew his fpite to Boſwell in the blackeſt Co- 
F yours, he would have had his Bond of 20001. Pe- 
nalty put in Suit againſt him. And this certainly was 
Spite with a Vengeance: For Boſwell had loſt his All, 


yet nothing was advanced, for Boſwell paid all; nay he 
* flilf offer d to make good the Damage, ſo that he had 4 


| | awa 
natur d Propoſal to ſue the Bond was over rul'd, and Boſ- rat 
well had the Favour not to ſtarve in a Jayl, only for rain» te 
113 = " a+ wi Ul 


ing himſelf, at his own Expence, for the Publick Good. 
Here, Sir, we muſt let the Affair reſt a while, and 
point qut to you ſome plain Obſervations upon theſe Facts; 
hich any Reader of Judgment will be ready to make, 
though he ſhould run and read at the ſame time. *: 
1. You will now clearly ſee through all the Secret of 
Mr. Ward's Management; and truly I think no Man 
could have ſhewn a more unbounded Reach, in Caſes of 
this Nature, after every Thing which lay in his Way, 
or could gratifie his Avarice. In the firft Place, he has 
got into his Hands moſt of the Profits that could be 
raiſed by the Commiſſioners of the Sewers, when they tax 4! k 
the Land-Owners at the firſt opening of the Breach : Then 
he got by far the greateſt part ot the Moneys, raiſed by MM 
the Sale of thoſe Lands: Then he became Purchaſer, and 
ot got moſt of thoſe Lands: Then came the Statute, and i 
tke I made it a publickTax only; and ſo he ſav'd his Lands from Ii 
ate Many ſhare of the Burden: Then he would have recovered Wl 
d Inis own Lands at the Publick Expence, for a moſt Exorbi- Wl 


"at Wont Præmium, but was diſappointed there: Den being 
ed Ewilling to have the Lands recovered, he let Boſwell go to 
2 Vork, wholly at his own Expence; himſelf, or hs Freends 


in the mean time retaining or fing the Publick Money, 
ill he, or his Agents, ſhould once more come in Play. 


o- Hereby he got Boſwell's Scheme and Labour for nothing, | 4 
e and puſhed at 2000/7. beſides, of Boſwel's own Money, 
as Eby ſuing his Bond. Then Perry, his Agent, is ſet tio 


Work; the Publick Money flys, large and quick Payments 
Y fare made; and how far Mr. Ward is now become inte- 
o- freſted, will in its proper place appear. So that upon 
id Ithe Whole, Mr. Ward has put his Sickle into a very large 
e Harveſt; he has reaped very plentifully, and without a- "Wi 
4 ny Services done the Publick, either when he was an 
in [Kndertaker or a Truſtee; and after all he would now-run 
away with that, which might have ſatisfied the fair Con- 
F Þrafor, paid the * Labouror, reſtored the Landi to Wl 

fte Right Owners and made good the Navigation of the WM 
8B River. A 
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' "F.veral Sums tlrat have been advanced. This, howe 


. In the next Place, Sr, be pleas d to take Notiefin. 
ttat during the whole Term of Months, from the Tin Ae 
of the Achs being in Force to the . eee of Bofewe? ¶ c: 
Contract, Money (as I have already hinted) came in daWat 
; and ſuch a Duty was laid on Purpoſe to carry on ti 
Work, as might produce quick Payments; which were o 
| dered to be made Monthly, or oftener, as there ſhould | 
= Occation. Accordingly we find by the Minutes of 
S * Truſtees Bayks, laid before the Parliament, they did affind 
pomt che Payments to be made JYeekly : But the Di 
"Poſition of "thas Meney hath been very ſecret and intſÞ" 
"cate ; ſometimes it was ſaid to be in Specie, and ſomd ext 
times in Checquer Notes bearing Zitereſt. The Cuſtolſ< 
of it hath bsen often changed, and it was hardly in tien 
"fame Hands a Month together. They have had Th: 
or Four ſeveral. Treaſurers, within the Compaſs of 01 
Tear; and all imaginable Care hath been taken to pe 
plex and darken any Inquiry into the Application of thill 


J been applied where ir fhould, by the Act, have been 4 
' ply 4 from Time 10 Time, i. e. to the carrying on of th 
Wotks at the Breach. Six Thouſand Pountls, which b 
a modeſt Computation is the Neat Produce of the Dutt 
Within that Time, was a great deal more than wou 
haue enabled Boſwel to finiſh the Work. One half 
it, 1 It had been appl 1ed as the Law dire&ed, wou 
have ſervd his and the Nation's Turn; and he did fh 


is Fact, that in all that Time, not one Penny of it han 


offer to touch one Penny of it without unqueſtionab iar 
; Security. Nay beſides; the Neat Produce were not f. 2 O 


Acient, the Aci gave them Power to borrow upon t! pon 
Publick Credit, and pay Intereft.; provided the carryii ore 
on of rhe Works demanded a greater Supply, than ff** * 
Neat Produce did amount to. But they would nei mu 
borrow upon Intereſt, nor lend upon Security ; and d t W. 
Work. mult be carried on notwithſtanding. They aj eir 
proved all that was dohe, but only the paying for re 7 


(49 ) 9 
Ind this is fo plain, and fo notoriots a Violation of the 
| {ft 5 and of the Truſt by that Aci repos d in them, tha 
cannot imagine what Artifices can be invented to pal- 
jate or excuſe it. 7 1 585 
MW ;. I muſt further obſerve to you, Sr, what an intol- 
erable Hardſhip it was to deprive Boſwell of the to firſt 


re 
oy d beſt Months of his Time, and to expoſe him to a 
£ qMNcceſfity of beginning his Undertaking in the Pater ; 


nd after he had done ſo much the next Summer, and all at 
Wis own Expence, not to give him a reaſonableCompenſi- 
hon for this Loſs, by making it good out of the Months 
ert after theExpiration ot his Contrati; when it is plain, 
ich a Compenſation and Allowance would have enabled 
n, notwithſtanding all his Misfortunes, to compleat his 
Vaertabing. The AF did not put them under any Reſtraimt 
this Particular; but, on the contrary, gave them 2 
Mower to allow half as many Tears as Boſwell had Momhr. 
therefore it appears (as what can be more norotions?) 
at this Refuſal of a longer Time hath been the Rea- 
Ia of the Works mifearrymg ; the Damage ſuſtain d by 
he Publick, with all the Expence the Nation hath been 
nce put to, muſt be charged to their Account, who were 
Authors and Abettors of this unjuſtifiable Hardſhip. 
4: J obſerve beſides, thar the Truſtees were Men of 
wer and Authority, ſufficient to examine into, and te- 
fs any Wrongs, which Boſwel/ might be expofed to, in 
Proſecution of the Work, by the Malice and Villany 
his Enemies; and yet no Enquiry was made into the 
Piaries, that he and the Publick ſuffered, by Treſpaſs 
&: of this kind ; nor any Juſtice done, or Reſtraimt pur 
1 ton the Authors of them. Which Neglect, though it 
ryiihore immediately affected Boſwe/, yet through his Sides, 
n tis a manifeſt Obſtruction of the publick Service. For 
eich muſt be conſider d, that Bofwel, all the Time he was 
d oft Work, was really at Work for the Nation, and doing 
y Aeir Buſineſs, though at his own Expence ; and there- 
Ihre any Misfortune or Calamity, that befell him by ill 
=. | G Seaſons 


* 
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+ was ſo far a publick Calamity, and Allowances ought t 


| Iowance for Misfortunes of this Kind, to any Contractor 


mand more Time, and his Contradt is ſtill in Force, by 


N 


Seaſons, Storms, or Tempeſts, or by ſecret Enemio bi 


have been made tor it accordingly. If theſe Calam 
ties were not to be taken into Conſideration, and Reli 
apply'd, there had been no Occaſion for the Act, ani 
the Sufferers at Dagenham muſt have been left withou 
Remedy. I do not believe, there is a Landlord, or Own 
er of Buildings, Works, or other improveable Propertielfſ 6. 
in England, but does, and will make a reaſonable 4M +1 


Labourer, or Workman under them ; it is always expreſs, 
or imply d in all ſorts of Agreements. But where the Mi 
fortune or Calamity is Publick, certainly the Truſtees em 
ploy'd and comm iſſion d by the Publick, to take Car 
of; and overſce any of their Concerns of this Nature 
if they are deficient in this Particular, do manifeſtly vi 
olate and betray; their Truſt, and are juſtly chargeablWyer 
with the Damages conſequent thereupon. 15 

5. Let it be obſerv'd, That Baſwell had a Right to de 


Reaſon of that ſaving Clauſe, which ſays, That in Cat 
of Failure, he was to make Good the Damage. Now this 
Damage he did offer to make Good at his own Expence 
if they would allow him more Time ; and for ſo doing 
propos d to give unqueſtionable Security; which he wa 
ready to produce at an Hour's Warning. How ſhoul 
he make Good the Damage without Time to do it in 
And what does any Security ſignifie, if it may not be acÞeac 
cepted? This is an arbitrary Way of Over-ruling 
Man in his Claim of a juſt Right, whereby he is deprivꝗ 
of the Benefit of an Article in his Agreement, which waſt ti 
plainly intended as a Salvo againit Misfortunes and Confiy'd 
tingencies. F he made Good the Damage at his owiff ch 
Charge, how was the Publick a Sufferer > And by his 
being debarr'd of his juſt Claim, to make Good the Day 
mage, how has the Publick ſuffer d ever fince ? So that 
it was not enough for Beſtrel's Enemies to deprive 85 

; —_— ubjec 
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nie bject of his Right, but they muſt alſo bring an unne- A 


t eſlary Charge upon the Nation in general. And there 
amg all the Juſtice and Reaſon in the World, that the Pa- 
elihghons and Contrivers of this extraordinary Piece of Miſ- 
an nagement, ſhould anſwer ſeverely for it; and make 
ood the Damage, as well to the Nation in general, as to 
xe private Sufferer in particular. | | 
6. In the Cloſe of theſe Obſervations, T mult deſire you 
take Notice, that if Mr. Ward, who hath had fo 


zed brought in, as Evidence againſt him, the World 
uld ſoon ſee the Difference between him and Boſwell: 
ey would ſoon be able to tell who hath been the Na- 
s beſt Friend; and he might with good Reaſon be a- 
am'd of purſuing an honeſt Undertaker with ſo much 
Wyctcrate Spleen and Malice. | 


th Boſwell's Contract | ſeeN®. 2. in the Appendix. ] and 
Survey | N** 4. in the Appendix. | Mr. Ward propoſes 
ax for 14 Tears, productive of 80000 J. and more; 
cee was inſtrumental in reducing this to Ten Tears, and 


opoſes to ſink a little Fleet, at leaſt a Squadron, no leſs 
an twenty one Ships, in the Breach; Boſwell had done 
We Work by finking only one, unleſs prevented by 
eachery. Boſwell deſird only a Joan of 2000 l. to 
Ne good part of his Works; Mr. Wurd has charg d 
t ſingle Affair about Shipping at 10400 J. He would 
t ſtint himſelf in Point of Time: © Boſwell muſt be de- 
vd of above fix Months in fifteen. Mr. Ward's Sluices 
ow charg'd at 5000 J. Boſwel's only at 600 J. Mr. M ard 
Yirges 36000 ] for Contingencies and Accidents ; Boſwell 
ſt run all Hazards without any Conſideration. Mr. 
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cat a Share in theſe Tranſactions, were to be judg d 
W:t of his own Mouth, and to have his own Ad and 


I have procur'd a Copy of Mr. Z/ard's Project | ſee: 
. 5. in the Appendix] and I beg it may be compar d 


ing above 30000 /. of the Publick Money. Mr. Ward 


rd muſt receive from time to time 36000 /. Boſwell is 
uc d to 16300 l. without 2 Penny Advance. Here 


G 2-48. indecd 
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Nen (52) 
indeed was the firſt Complaint againſt Beſwell; and their 
Source and Original of all his Mistortunes. Here was hip 
Crime, in petting by Mr. ard, and defcating him oi {ll 1 
Advantageous a Bargain. Judge now, who has ſerved thiho! 
Publick beſt ; and let Mr. Ward look over his own Prod 
ject, and then excule, if he can, his Treatment of Boſwelifſhc 
It, as he modeſtly propoſed, Boſwell muſt be ſued iſ ire 
an. Action of 20001. though he never put the Nation to ſha: 
Penny Expence ; what fhall become ef thoſe Men, eveſhie 
in his Judgment, who in Spite to Baſuell, have finc 
byought a Charge of more than 20060 J. upon theiſiffie! 
County? Perhaps they have not given Bond, nor entre 1 
into any ſuch Security, as they can impoſe on others; buſſhre 
= however the Parliament, who made the Truſs, can eaſil en 
require an Account of iz; and redreſs the publick Wrong er 
without any ſuch Formality. 5 5 
I 'muſt ſtill treſpaſs upo i your Patience with a. Detaſſicu 
of other Faiths, conſequent upon the Expiration of Bit! 
ves Cantracl. 1 | 
He did immediately therenpon preſent. the Truſta 
i with. a Memorial, ini uthich he inſiſted to carry on ue 
5 Works; and. becauſe thoſe ¶orbs were in ſo goed a Co 
dition, he humbly propoſed, to-them, for the Sake of t 
Publick, that if they dict not think fit to employ him at 
mote, yet it was neceſlary to ſet Men to- Work, to pr Peca 
ſerve the Marks fram being ruined-by the Winter, or fe 
want of neceſſary Repairs. This. he thought very propMpi. 
ta be done, his Scheme having been approved, and evaſicy 
CSuorn to by Skilful Judges, as the beſt and fitteſt to hon 
I worked upon by any New Undertaker, He was ſo througoſti 
y conſcious of his having done his beſt for the Nation 
that he could not help expaſtulating one Day. with Made 
Mar concerning the Realons,.Why that Gentlemanſhouſyhat 
beo much his Enemy, aſſuring him, zhat ie only, wantgſontr 
his Friendſhip, and the Work. had. been. long ago conſeas 
pleated; To this Mr. Ward replied, that he was: but Pigr 
ena Man 13 da Good, bus. av good-as nine tn d Miſchief, Nene 


bas 


renee yn ne ee eee te tes es. 
— 


1 their Confeſſion! The truth of which Bofwel hath ſines 
is hi und to his Sorrow. —A 
ot In the mean time no Notice was taken of Boſwelt's Re= Þ 
d thhonſtrance, ſo plainly intended for the Publick Servicez _ 
Prod ci more co diſcourage him, a Survey was laid before 


fuelWc Truſtees, made ſome time after Boſwel/'s Contract ex- 
a Wircd, and he had given over working; when: Great Pa- 


1 to ages had been done to his Works by his Secret Ene- 
eveiſſhics, and the Cloſure was become wider by the boiſter- 
ſine us and tempeſtuous Seaſon, and for want of Hands to 
reſzrve and repair it. N - 

ntreY} The Perſons, who made this Survey, were the molt. 


- buſ@rcjudic'd to Mr. Boſwell, ſuch as Mr. Ward, Col. 
ealil ene, and ſome of the Tyinity-Maſters, When they 


rere down, they threatned: every Body, who offer d to 
ake Boſruell's Part | See Ne. 8. in the Appendix] And par- 
icularly one of them had been all along” fo diflatisfied 
ith every thing that Boſwell did, that talking one Day 
ormerly about the Nature of his Piles, Boſwell was for- 


uſted to tell him, that he muſt ſend for Mermaids front 
n thW&rcenland, to come and: Calk them under Water. Mr. 
Co rd himſelf, when he was down and headed the Su. 
f tig, did in a remarkable manner diſtinguifls himſelf, by 


1 atcviling the Men in the moſt opprobrious Terms; only 
ecauſe they endeavoured, with great Humility and Caim 
eſs, to ſet him, and the other Surveyors, right in their 
pinion of the Works, and to do Juſtice to ByſweR But 
hey were not to be convinced; and rather than that 
to ſhould. happen, Mr. Ward put himſelf in a formidable 

olture, and with his Boat-Fook-Staff menac d every bo- 1 
ztiofly, who offered to interpoſe: For the Report muſt be: | 
nade juſt as he would have it. By this, Sr, you may fee, I 
$hat I hinted to you lately in my Obſe-vations upon the” 1 
Tontract, — ir was to defeat him, where his 4 18 
conſvas to depend upon Sus veys. But to return from this 

ur Pigreſſion, the Traſtees began now to talk at large, how” . I 
Fenerous they would be to any nag 3 
| * | 1 | * ann 
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Sanguine Proceedings; and as he had certainly the bek 


cuxity for his Performance of the Work. If they were 
not ſatisfied with him, he oftered to take a Partner, one 


54 


- than 30000 J. was mentioned as a Præmium for the neu 


Undertaker. Boſwell ſaw clearly into the Drift of theſ Mh 
Title of any Man to the Favour of the Truſtees, threy 
them in ancther Propoſal, and offered to do the Work fot 
15000 l. This was a Baulk to the Expectations of ſom 
People; and therefore all Hands were at Work, to ſet 
him, aſide. Mr. Ward had tried to terrifie him with his 
Bond; but thoſe Menaces not availing, and the Truſtees 
knowing what Hard hipt he had undergone, and having 
Experience of his Abillitys, were pleaſed to order, that 
though there were ſeveral other Perſons who made Pro 
poſals, he ſhould have the Preterence. 

Now then was the time to clogs and defeat him in the 
making of his Second Agreement. He was ready to give 
unqueſtionable Security, for any Money that ſhould be ad- 
vanced : and what he had already expended at the Breach, 
was a good Stake there, and of it ſelf an undoubted Se 


Mr. Tanner, a Man of Subſtance and Skill, who had # 
greed to give him above 3000 J. for his Effects at th 
Breach. When nothing of this could be objected againſt, 
then 2 Reſolution was taken to demand thie Penalty of 
x0000 J. of him, in Caſe of Non-Performance ; all Money 
xeceived to be refunded back, and Security given both for 
thoſe Mouzys and the Penaliy too. 

This was an obſtacle Boſwell did not expect, nor did 
the Truſtees intend to make it to any other Contrattor. Helſſis * 
might perhaps have given his Conſent to ſuch a Penalty E 
on his own Account, knowing very well that he was able fran 
to go through the Work : but ſuch a Penalty was enough ent 


to ſcare any Security whatever; and he did not think fit ou 


to try his Friends upon fo tickliſh an Article. he 
Thus was he ſet a- ſide, and Capt. Perry, Mr Ward's 


Friend, admitted in his Room; with whom they ſoon ſhve 


asked 


(55) 
ked, was thought too little for this New Under:aker. 
They did not inſiſt with him upon any ſuch Penalty as 
as demanded of Boſuell, nor indeed upon any Pe. aliy 
t all, What Time they gave him, I cannot yet learn, 
ut he has already had more Time in Fat than Boſwell 
ad; and no Work is done to warrant a Proſpe& of Suc- 
eſs. Whether all that was required of Boſuell, with the 
our Mile- Mor“ from Rainham-Creek to beyond the Hal- 
ay-Tree, be alſo included in his Contract, may juſtly 
xe made a Queſtion; but certainly it is not required of 
im under the ſame Limitations, and he is as yet very far 
om approaching to the neareſt of thoſe Land-Marks. 
After he had met with ſo much Favour and Countenance, 
e was immediately put into Poſſeſſion of Boſwel's Scheme 


gireſhnd Eflects, without paying any thing for them; and 
ad- he Publick Money was no ſooner demanded, than gran- 
ach Wd him- It is credibly ſaid, he had 7000 J. given him, 
| Seven before his Contract was ſigned ; but it is certain 


verchat both that Grant and his Contract were not legally ſign d 
Court; but by collecting Hands from Houſe to Houſe, 
mong the Truſtees. Since that, he hath received 5000 l. 
ore; and is now ready with a freſh Demand, though it 
annot be proved, that he hath yet expended 3000 J. up- 
n the Breach. It is alſo ſaid, that he has actually a 
ferm of two Nears, and a Reward of 1o0O0OO J. more than 
oſtcell; ſo that if he goes on as he does, ſo flow in 
is Works, and ſo quick in his Demands, the Publick 
ill have a fine Reckoning to pay, at the Expiration of 
Term 2 | D 2112 
Here we ſee quite a New Face of Affairs, and very 

range Alterations in the Method of executing a Parlia- 
entary Truſt. The Twentieth Part of theſe Advantages 
ould have put poor Boſwell in a way to make himſelf: 
hole, and do the Nation's Buſineſs, by ſaving them a 

ard'sſaſt Sum of Money into the Bargain. The Truſtees 
ſoon ſave now plainly condemned their former Contract made 
d beffith Bſuell, by departing ſo intirely from it; and haves 
in 
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A eſſect made good all the Objections I could have bee 


able to advance againſt it. Surely they cannot ſay, 
was altogether ſo honourable to inſiſt on a Penalty wit 
Beſwell, after they had ordered him to have the Prefer 


. ence; and then put him by tor the Sake of that PenalyM 


which they never inſiſted on with Perry. But to put Pe 
7 into Poſſeſſion of his Scheme and Effects, without pay 
ing him the Money he had expended, or ſo much as on 


| Penny of it, is moſt hard and unfair. By a Survey madd} 


the 14th of November 1715, (when the Works were muc 


Damaged, and had 2 for ſome time in that Condition 


it did appear, that Boſwel had laid out 83967. His Schem 
was Sworn to as the beſt tor the next Undertaker, and hi 
Effects valued to ſuch Undertaker at 3762 l. This Sche 

and theſe Effects, Perry hath ſince made uſe of; and afte 


much ͤdamaging them, hath oftered to come to an Ac 


count: nay Boſwell was offered 3 000 J. in hand for then 
before the Truſtees. Bur he has as yet received no man 
ner of Satisfaction, and Perry drops the Propoſal he for 
merly made; though ſurely the Day is coming, whe 
Boſwell ſhall be heard and relieved from ſuch un-pre« if 


dented Hardſbips, and ſuſtice done to the Oppreſlors. M. 


Ward was ſufficiently paid for his Scheme and Effect 
when neither were of any Uſe: let him be Judge in thi. 


Cane. 


But your Wonder will ceaſe, when the Secret of thei: 
Tranſactions comes to lie yet fairer in your view. Capt 
Perry is Mr. F/ard's and his Friends Friend: he has bee! 
encouraged by him to make Propoſals ever ſince Mi 
Fard became à Truſtze, and ſo was debarred being J. 
Contractor in Perſon. Boſwell hath all along ſtood in the! 


Way, and kept them from coming in before, with 


unreaſonable Demands upon the Public. You. may re 
member, when Boſwell was tamper'd with to de/iſt fre 
ſigning his Contract, and offered 3000 J. on that Condif 
tion; which he honeſtly rejected, and acquainted: 
Truſtees with ity though he hath been ſince unhandfom! 
„ Os Li requite( 


T5 ) 


bee equited for his Pains. You need not now be at a Loſs 
Wo gueſs, from what Quarter that Offer came; and if 
on will but obſerve further, what ſort of Face Mr. Ward 
refennd his Friends have carried towards this Perry, ever ſince 
ual - hath been concerned, you will readily conclude, that 
c Perhcre are private Contracts, and reſerved Articles; and 
PaYWhat fince not 9ze Half of the Money advanced, hath been 
S onqeally expended on the Preach, ſome of it hath found a 
nad odgment e/ſewhere : and this Grievance it is worth the 
nude; /ament's while to inquire into and detect. Who fo 
nOon-:dy at all times, as this Gentleman and his Friends, to ſe- 
ond Capt. Perry's Applications; nay, to direct the Man- 
er and Method of them? We find none of that Caution 
d Diſtruſt (to give it no worſe Name) with which they 
alte anaged all along during Boſuell's Time. Perry can but 
$k and have: his Proceedings are juſtified and applaud- 
„againſt the Sence and Judgment of all Mankind. He 
muas built a Fine Honſe at che publick Charge, where the 
endex vouſes are kept: here he entertains his Advo- 
tes; and when his Men are ready to deſert, Mr. Ward 
n come down, give them Morey and Drink, and even 
1+ in Perſon to encourage them. Theſe are extraordi- 
\ th Favours, eſpecially from an Honourable Truſtee. No- 
ling of this Kind could be afforded in Boſwell's Time. 
t all this will not be unaccounted for in the Judgment 
ſuch quick-ſighted Patriots as your ſelf; and you will 
adily conclude, that theſe things are not done but upon 
- Mif22/nable Confideration. : 
You may perhaps imagine, dr, that there is ſome- 
Sing extraordinary in the Character of this Capt. Perry, 
recommend him to the Publick Service, above any o- 
r Undertaker ; and truly in one or two Advertiſements 
is tiled an Able or Skilful Mathematician., But upon 
Haarer Examination you will find, that he is not over 
actly qualified for a Buſineſs of this Nature, nor indeed 
ſomlito be employed any where under the Government. 
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| I gland; and was as well pleaſed perhaps with the Imag 


ſuch as any Common Ditcher, by the uſual Methods 


in Mruſcovy, was not known here in England; as he wa 


(58) 

*Tis not ſo much as pretended, that he is a Man 
Subſtance or Eſtate, or that he has any viſible Stake he 
in Great Britain: and when ever he hath been preſledt 
any unlucky Demands upon him, he hath readily foun 
the Way into another Kingdom. In King William 
Time, when he was employed in the Navy, and thend 
dates his Title of Captain, he took Occaſion to diſpole « 
a Ship of that King's to the French, in ſuch a manner, tha 
upon his Trial before a Court Martial he was found Guil 
ty and Condemned upon the tweluth Article; and the Se 
tence was , either Death or what elſe the Court ſhould ad 
judge by Way ot Mitigation. He had the Favour ſhew 
him, to have this worſt and moſt rigorous Part of hi 
Sentence exchanged for a Ten Tears Impriſonment; ani 
whether by a further Indulgence, or his own Dexterit 
he afterwards found Means to eſcape, and tranſport hin 
ſelf into Muſcovy. There he firſt pretended to recom 
mend himſelf by his ſuppoſed Skill in the Mathemarich®# 
and wasemployed by the Czar, according to that Prince 
cuſtomary Method of encouraging all Strangers, eſpe 
cially Engliſh Men, in cutting and making of Vl. 
Docks; which every one, converſant in Naval Woru 
knows very well to be an eaſy and vulgar Attainment 


Banking and Sluicing, may perform. However, as ea 
an Undertaking as this was, he gave his Czariſh Majeſ 
an early Caſt of his Office, by putting him to ſo mud 
Expence, and doing his Work in ſuch a Manner, th 
contrary to his Method of treating Foreigners, he ſoc 
diſmiſs d him his Dominions; and declared, if he ha 
been a Subject of his own, he would have given him othq e: 
Marks of his Reſentment. | 

With theſe Recommendations, and this extraordinarf 


Proficiency in the Mathematicks, he came over to EP 
nation, that when he was at Home, what he had don 


whe 


(59) 
hen Abroad, that what he had done in England, was 


an 
hefhot known in Mu ſcovy. Since his being employed, un- 
-d ber Mr. Ward, and at his Inſtigation, he hath abundant- 


y anſwered the Purpoſes, for which he was firſt brought 
Dato Play. Muſcovy is indeed a great Way off for a 
an to ſend for his Tools: but Mr. Ward is a confider- 
ble Trader; and it muſt be fairly owned to his Advan- 
Wage, that if he had tried his Intereſt any where nearer, 
e could not have been better ſupplied. However I 


Cuil 

en annot help reckoning this alſo among other good Servi- 

d adhes done by Boſwell, that he hath kept ſuch a Perſon ſo 
hewſfong out of Employ, where the Nation's Money was 


Wirring. It he had kept him out ſtill, the Service done 
ane Publick had been ſo much the greater; but the Man 
ho was too nimble for a Court Martial, may not perhaps 
eaſily eſcape a Britiſh Parliament. | 
con This, Sir, is the Character ot the preſent Undertaker ; 
nd I leave to you, and to all the World, to judge, whe- 
incl er ſuch a Man be fit to be truſted with the publick 
oney, capable of performing his Work, or well quali- 
ed for an Employ under the Preſent Government: 9 
Put you are willing perhaps, after all, to have an Ac- 
mem n of his Proceedings, ſince he came to the Breach, and 
is I ſhall give you as ſuccinctly as I can. 
seal He entered upon his Work in January Laſt ; and by 
eat time the Severity of the inter had done great Da- 


th long neglected. Theſe Damages, with others former- 
2 ſooff mentioned to be done by Secret Enemies, Perry took 
Are for a long time to leave un-repaired, on purpoſe to 
othꝗ re an Opportunity of ſhewing them, as Inſtances of 
> Weakneſs and Slightneſs of Boſwells Work; which 
a very unfair Way of Proceeding, and only ſerves to 
to EHoſe Perry's Malice, and confute that very Inference, 
[magÞich he would draw from this Argument. For if Bof- 


1 don Works had not been very ſtrong and maſterly, it is 
e wa eee ſtood againſt ſuch a Winter, in 
| | „ 3 | that 


muqſage to Boſwel's Scheme and Works, which had been 


JO 


that damaged Condition, in which Perry ſuffered them t 
lie, but muſt have been long ago intirely ruined and demo 
liſh'd. How he has mended the Matter, may be eaſily ſee 
in one of his Attempts to erect his Works, in a ven 
bungling and injudicious manner, upon a looſe Sandy 
Bank that drove up from Beſuel's Works; but he ma 
ſend a Hue and Cry after his Bank, for it is long ſing 
gone to avgment the Sheff at the Mouth of the Rive 
and is thereby become an additional Obſtruction to th 
Navigation; and beſides the viſible hazard of adding to th 
old Shelf and Sand-Banb, it may raiſe a new one more pn 
judicial to the River, than that which made the Breach 
Common Obſtruction, and firſt brought all this charge uf 
on the Publick, Beſides this extraordinary Feat, he hat 
cut a Canal from the Head of his Works into the Rive 
which runs ſloping from a very narrow Jthmus, ar 
makes a Peninſula of Land, that lies very much in Da 
ger of being waſhed away by any {cvere Tide or a ha 
Winter : and ſhould that happen, there would be ty 
Breaches inſtead of one, and the Whole Gap ſwell | 
near 1500 foot Width inſtead of 50. | 
In truth one of the beſt and cvicteſt of his Works 
his Building a ine Houſe at the Breach, well faſh'd, 
dorned and furniſhed, in which to entertain his Frier 
and Viſitants ; and this he does after a moſt Splendid a 
\ generous manner. Poor Boſwel's Little Shed is by 
means fit for thoſe Extravagent Revels, which are ſo 
ten kept at the Breach; and ſhould Capt. Perry fail (as t 
thing is more than probable) he has by theſe Meaſur 
taken Care at leaſt to entail a very large Bill upon his & 
ceſſors. But he thinks perhaps he has by this time, a! 
by theſe Means, fixed his Refidence ; and no doubt as 
further Security, Mr. Ward can make him a Land-Ow 
The generous Sums, which have been ſo handſom 
poured in upon him, would (it they all came to his Han 
account in ſome Meaſure for all this Splendor, and le: 
a Moiety for carrying on the Works in a gentle * 
Vi 


Way. But were it not for ſuch Deductions, Boſwell f 


would be contented to be paid with the ſame Sum of 
Money, that Perry hath thus profuſely expended. As 
yet this Gentleman hath no Occaſion to make another 
Tour beyond Sea, for the Breach is a very good Protection: 
His Creditors do ſometimes oblige him to very long Re- 
idence, when he is there; and as often keep him as long 
from it, when he is at London: But it is to be hoped, 
that when his Bowls flow, and his Bottles fly, the Breach 
vill not protect him from his Majeſties Officers of the 
Cuſtom-Houſe. | 

[ ſhould be glad ro know, whether there hath been 
any Survey yet ordered of his Works, and what Report 


C uf : 
half was thereupon made, Boſwell had his Surveys, without 
RiveWany Money; but Perry is the Reverſe of him in every 


thing : he hath received Money enough, without any 
Survey, for ought yet appears; and I do not hear of fo 
much as one skilful Perſon, who hath been down at the 
© Breach (as there have been a great many gone down late- 
ly) who can take upon them to ſay, they are ſatisfied 
with his Proceedings, or can give the World Encourage- 
ment to believe, that he will finiſh his Under:aking. He 
has row been at Work above ten Months, which is more 


ie time than Boſwell had in Effect allowed him: all is done at 
id a the publick Charge, and ſo great a Charge, that he hath 
by already received within 40001. of what Boſwell was to have 


had for the Whole. What will the Charge be, by that time 
as t bis zwo Tears are expired? Can any one in the mean time 


Time, as Boſwell did in four Months, without any Ex- 
pence to the Pyb!ick? Or will any Workman point out 


Hand, upon a fair Lieu, that the Breach is not in a worſe 
Condition than ever? | ; 
Since his Arrival at Dagenham, Perry has lately offered 


& ſeveral of Boſwe!l's Works and Materials, on purpoſe to 


pretend to prove, that he hath done half ſo much in his 


the Probability of his Succeeding, or give it inder his 


Nat one pleaſant Piece of Juſtice : for after he had ruined 'Þ 


make | { 


- = - 
x 
- r * 


vincing an Argument in Boſwell's behalf, that one would 


. Temper and Diſpoſition of his Enemies. This ſhews of 


ol inventing a tolerable one of his own. 


= covraged, and fall off from him daily. This muſt be a 
i N * Damage to the Publick. The procuring of other Hhye 


nnd New Hands are by noMcans ſo good as the O/d ones 


— 829 
make room for Clamour againſt him; when at laſt he 
was obliged to make Uſe of them, and particularly off; 
ſome of his Beſt Effect, in building ten or twelve Howſes fot 
bis Men (who 1t ſeems muſt be provided with a good Re 
fidence as well as their Maſter) he then writes to Boſwell, 
to come to an Account. By this he acknowledged in 
neral the Reaſonableneſs of Boſwel/'s Demands; but 
when Boſwel! charged him with the full Value upon a fair 
Survey, he declared, he owed him nothing. | 
After a great many rediculous Attempts in his own 
Way, and damaging Boſwe!'s Works, as much as might 
ſerve to gratifie his little Malice, he is at length redu- 
ced to a perſwaſion, that they were good and maſter- 
ly ; and begins now to repair them, and to proceed up- 
on his Scheme. This he finds is approved of by the Truſ- 
tees; and his late Alterations on this Account are ſo con- 


be ſurprized it ſhould have no more Effect upon the 


what value Boſwell's Scheme was, however the Author 


ol it was ſo much abuſed and diſcouraged. But after al N 


tho' this be the beſt of Perry's Performances, yet for wan , 
of being Maſter of the intire Scheme ; or for Lucre of 
prolonging the Works; or by divers other Miſtakes and T 
Blunders, ſuch as he daily makes (and the leaſt of them 
may be fatal in Urdertakings of this Kind) he is ſtill as 
far from compleating as ever; being no more capable of 
underſtanding a good Plan of another Man's, than he is 


Beſides all other his Advantages, he hath had as dry 
and favourable a Summer, as he could expect or deſire; 


but where is the Appearance of his having made a due 
Uſe of ſo kind a Scaſon? The Men are ill paid and diſ- 


4 


en requires Time, the Works ſuffer the mean while, | 


to 


(63) bs, 

t eto carry on a Work of this Nature. The Rainy Seaſon iſ 
Vas now pretty well advanced, and the Winter coming on 4 
torfEapace : Should it prove but half ſo ſevere a one as te 
alt, there 1s not a Workman of Skill in the Nation 
ould enſure the Standing of his Works in their preſent 
eeble Condition by February next; and then if the Truſs | 
We; do not empty their Bags and advance briskly, they 

may perhaps be at a Loſs to find their Undertaker: 

Thus, Sir, I have gone through my Account; I believe 
you will agree with me, that the Caſe before us is as ex- 
raordinary and ſurprizing, as any in its Kind, that hath 
Hately happened. 

Perhaps ſome of the Parties concerned may Shelter 
hemſelves under a Notion, that the Legiſlature are, or 
ill be, employed upon much greater Matters; and 
hat Dagenham-Breach may probably eſcape their Notice. 
But I hope they will be undeceived, and diſappointed ia 
heir Expectations. The Aci declares it to be a publick 
oncern ; and the Laſt Judgment upon that AF lies direct- 
before the Parliament. All that the Aggrieved require, 
$a full and impartial Inquiry; which they no more doubt 
f, than that ſuch an Inquiry will effectually procure 
uſtice to be done upon the Offenders. oY | 
The High Court of Chancery, which is ſo often taken 
p with Complaints about the Execution and Manage- 
nent of Private Truſts, and Truſts of a much narrower 
nd far leſs extenſive Influence than this is, provides an ³ü 
ffectual Remedy for every Grievance of that kind, and 
dreſſes the injured and oppreſled Appellant, according to 1 
ie plain genuine Intention and Meaning of the Perſons, 
y whom ſuch Truſt was at firſt made or granted. And can ³⁵⁸ 
que fe imagine, that, if this be the Caſe of private Buff, 
diſ-¶ public and Parliamentary Truſt ſhould have leſs Care . 
C a ken of it? Can we think that the Legiſlature, who 
ther hve fo remarkably reſerved this Truſt to themſelves, and 
ule, fereby as it were prohibited the Subject trom having 
NES Recourle to any Inferiour Court, will not be as reve to 

| ear, ⁵⁶ 


olf all the Truſtees now living, in Perſon to attend, and ther 


4 - ſeveral Parties concern'd being all ſummon'd, and hear 
freely and impartially; fo as that a perfect, full, and 
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hear, and as careful to relieve, whatever Wrongs or I. 
. juries the Publick in general, or any private Sufferer u 
particular, hath ſuſtained by the M1s-application or un. tc 
due Execution of it? Thoſe Men would well deſerve al 
that hath been put upon them and much more, why 
ſhould be found capable of entertaining ſuch unworthy 
and undutiful Sentiments. It may be, ſome of Boſwel' 
Ene mies may be brought to perſuade themſelves, that he, 
who. plainly appears to be the Perſon mo!t wrong'd in 
this Affair, is not now in a Condition to make Head a- 
gainſt wealthy, powerful, or numerous Adverſaries: and 
that by making him poor, they have ſo far ſtrengthen' 
themſelves at his Expence, as to be able to keep him ſo 
But he knows he is to appear, where the Circumſtance 
of the Cauſe, and not thoſe of the Man, will be attendec 
to. And tho' an honeſt plain Mechanick be no fit Matc 
for Men of Learning, Intereſt, and Sagacity ; he doe 
nod queſtion but his oppreſſed Innocence will procure hin 
- Advocates enough; and in that Refuge is his beſt and 
greateſt Security, Tu 
There are ſeveral Queſtions of Importance ariſing frm 
the State of this Caſe, which affect the ſeveral Perſons in 
tereſted in it, in a different manner; and the putting thok 
Queſtions in their true genuine Light, may readily ſerv 
to direct you in your Enquiries, and thereby make then 
more Equitable and Impartial. As to that great Num 
ber of Good and Honourable Truſtees, who by never atten 
ding, or very ſeldom, are become perfectly unacquaintet 
with what hath been done in their Abſence, and in ſom 
Sence in their Names, and by their Authority; it may i 
reaſonably ask'd, H/hether they do not think themſelve 
in Honour and Juſtice oblig'd, to demand a General Conf 


fully to re-examine the Proceedings from firſt to laſt, th 


Kate of the Caſe may be drawn up, and a Repreſentatio,*- 5 
6 i . 5 by 


I. or all the Fifts exafily prepared, and laid before 
er infſÞ 127227 ; whereby the real Sufferer: may be retiev'd, Of- 
un fenders puniſh'd, and the Publick Service promoted. 

e all As to the Parliament, it may be ask d, N betber they 


they ought to have been, and to the Purpoſes, for which 
they were intended? Ho, and for whar Lſet, they have 
been ſince applied? By mat Maus a Law, made fur 
me Common Good, hath been fo notorioufly-frultrated 

and defeared ? Mat Obfruſtions the  Publich Service 
hath met with, and from whom? dat Damager. the 


Ned with thoſe Damages; and hom far the Nation hayh 


hinfflof the Works, when they where ſo near being finiſhed? 


What Secret Miſchiefs have been done to the Works, hy 1 | 


1 wicked and evil- minded Men? h they werte, and 
rn Dum employed or encouraged? y not brought 
)aftice before N 

-hoſ to make? Ni a good and's proved Scheme hath been ſet 


Hed? rat the Public hath fallered thereby; and at 


Jou Live been expendet! ſo pro ſely of late? M Work 


, the. Debts contracted upon the former Undertaking 
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ought not to have a fair Kecbben of the ſeveral Sum dt 
th Money raiſed > N they were not apphied in time, as 


Works at Dagenham have faftained ? Vo are to be charg- b | A | 


dedfoficred by chem? Net private, underhavd Conn? i 
atell lave been made; in Prejudice to the Gexezal Undertakiog? © 
doll Yo is accotintable tor the Loſs of Time, and Neglect 


ow, and whar Recompence they ught. i 


| aſide, and a faithful and kat Undertaker diſcouraged; Wl 
o make room for one, not in ahy — ſo well quali- 


ren whoſe door that Damage onghe to lie ? NαaA t i 
ne $vas made in Breach of the 48, and ro the Prejudice-bf- Wii 
ollie Works ? And why the Second dag was fo appa- 
Frently contradictory to the Firſt * Mere the ptibick Mo- 
deys have layn for ſo long a time? Mo hath had the "i 
le and Benefit of them? And for whit Reafonr the, 


ath been done fince, and how much of the Money al- = 
Feady paid, hath been earned by fait and honeſt Labour? 9 
Re not yet diſcharged? bat is the preſent State f 

Thic Breach; aud wh Secutity, or Encouragement» be 
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= Public is (after ſo much "att for the tas Per Th 
- ce and finiſhing of the Work? | 
As to the Land-Owners, it may be eds Why the 2 
3 . — and Rates laid and levyed upon them ſhould nole(] 
de ſtated and audited ? Upon H/hat Terms, by what Au Nee 
F CThority, for what Purpoſes, and to whom their LandWz; 
were Sold? bat Contracts were entered into, for re 
covering the Level Land:; by whom made, and in uh io 
Manner executed? How much the Contratters have receih, 
ved and expended, and what is the Balance and Charg i ſec 
upon the Suße Sufferers? That if ever the Lands ſhould bt 
recovered, they may know upon what Terms to treat at 
the Right and Power of redeeming thoſe Lands bein tec 
veſted? in them by Parliament. þ 
As to William Boſwell, it may be asked; Why he 
So ſaved the Nation 30000 J. by reducing the Term d rT) 
Years upon the Duties granted, and by Conſequence ti; 
Charge of thoſe Duties; does not deſerve all 1 Endy 
couragement? Y/hether he does not at leaſt deſeriſl.1;# 
more Encouragement, than thoſe Perſons, who were fe 
augmenting thoſe Duties, and putting the Nation to ur 
much more Expence? Mhether he ought not to be reli 
ed againſt that Part of his Contract, which ſhall appear i er 
be inconſiſtant with the Act of Parliamem, upon whidWcrat 
that Contract was founded? ¶ betherx he ought not MprK 
have had more time; and to have been paid from time the 
time, as the Work went on, out of the Money arilinly at 
by the Duties; which, according to the Act, ſhould hay at 1 
Is been applied to that purpoſe? My he is not ſill ſuffer} ſo 
do be in Poſſeſſion of the Breach, and to go on with i, at 
Works, fince he offered to male good the Damage, as hi 
Contratt required, and tendered undoubted Security ſq ha 
the ſame? ¶petber he does not deſerve to be relieveſ in P 
for the unſoreſeen and unavoidable Damages, he and tlifke U 
: Publick ſuſtained X Storms, Tempeſts, and ſecret End in v 
mies, during the Time of his being engaged in the M his 
. E Lion Io Service? Ny he is not yet Spalt the Money, — 
== rk expended is ns Seng Teh. Appears 150 
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alue ; and for his Scheme, which was ſworn to, as the 


een worked upon, and made Uſe of? V he, among 
any others, is the only Undertaker unpaid and unſatis- 
d? Whether he has not a juſt Title to Inereſt for his 
oney, thas laid out upon the Publick, and due to him 


ed a Bribe of 30007. to deſiſt from the Public Service; 
bes not deſerve to be handſomely encouraged ? Meter 
ar Matter does not deſerve'to be inquired into, - and 
ed to the Bottom? Jhether he was not illegally ſer 
his Second Contract, his Firſt not being yet forfeited? 
hether, when he offered to do it cheaper than 2 
ry, and upon better Terms for the Publick, and under 
Wer Security, he was not, after having done ſo much al- 


Walified for the Publick Service? N 21-2820 
As to Capt. Perry, it may be asked, JYhether his 
ral was ever legally Sign d in a Full Court of Truſ- 
? Whether he is not under any private Contract with 
er Perſons beſides the Truſtees, and on what Con- 
rations? ¶bether he can give an Account of any 
ork done in Proportion to his Fri Payment of 7000 J. 
he time of his receiving it? Mpetber that Grant was 
Wy and legally made him by Nine Truſtees, in a full Court? 
at Reaſons he can give, why the Works were ſo long 
| ſo much neglected, to the great Damage of the Pub- 
at the Time of Beſwell's being obliged to quit them? 
Y he did ſo much Damage to Bofwel/'s Works, after 
y fafly had been ſo well approved; And when he knew 
in Fact he hath ſince done) that he was obliged to 
ge Uſe of them? How far his Works were advanced, 


Fog in what Condition the Breach ſtood, when he recei-— 
e M his Second: Payment of \5 oo Ny he pays 'ithe 


im upon a a fair Eſtimate taken of his Work? 33/9 x ; 
e was not paid for his Effects ar the Ereach, to their ſull 


ſt for a New Undertaker; and hath fince accordingly. 


ady, a much fairer Propoſer than Perry, and better | 1 


. 1 
* 2 

. 2 = 

: RR, 


all theſe Accounts? -Hhether he, who at firſt re- 


Y, Nano better, after having received ſo much of the Pub- © 8 


due Money? JVhat his Neu Houſe at the Breach coſt! F I 


2 . 
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ther he bath yet had any publick Survey of his Works þ 
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| N Bonding and Furniſhing ? Aud uberber that, with bie 1 


ther Expences in Treats and Entertainments, be not in b. 
tirely charged to the Publick Account? H/betber li. 
ſuffering the Damages done to Beſwel's Scheme and Wor 

to lie unrepaired ſo long, were not to gratiſie his Spleg 
and Malice to Beſwell, at the Expence of the Nation, al 
to the Viſible Obſtruction of the publick Service ? Z 


Order of the Truſtees, and what was the Report, as to ti 

h and Goodneſs of them, ſo as to intitle him to ti 
Several Sums he hath received? Mheiber his Men d 
not deſert him daily, and for what Reaſons? yy 
does not pay Beſuell for his Efe#r, after owning t 
Juſtice of his Demands, in general? And whether in ſe 
ting the Account he proceeds upon a publick Eſtima 
er upon bis own arbitrary Way of Calculation ? H 
nuch of Beſwells Scheme he at preſent makes aſe ce 
And of what Value it may be to him? MHhether i to 


Works he found at the Breach, do not better deſerve i ar 
Money he hath received, than any he can ſhew of qu 
own-crecting, ſince his coming to it? H/hepter, ui Pi 


all theAdvantages he hath found and received there, \x 


yet able to give the Public any convincing Proofs! of pa 
being in a likely Way to go through with the Work, il gr 
ſtop the Breach as efieQually as the Act requires? IM H; 

As to the Acting Truſtees, it may be asked, IA bethe thi 
all their Procee dings it does not plainly appear, that he 
Mad hath been the moſt active and ſollicitous, who ii we 
notortoully the moſt intereſted, in this Affair? bei th. 
He, and the Tyinity-ouſe-Muſters, and Conmiſſionenſ he 
Sewers, have not all along made by much the Major Par if! 
every Court? Whether ſeveral Courts have not been h Br 
andthe Buſineſs tranſacted there fign'dafterwards by off Co: 
Truftzes notipreſent ? Hhether ſevctal Comret have not bY der 
ſummon dd by Private Summit? Mahorber there ever be 
n Part in ſeven of aff the Truſtees preſcht at one ( Pr: 
together, ſince firſt the Ai became in Force? H M. 


ſeveral of the Nute have not frequently complain 
—— a . | 2 


iis undue Proceedings, and declar d their Reſolution to for- 
ot i bcar attending, on that Account ? Jhether Mr. Wurd and * 
is Friends have not had the Chief Hand in all Survey 
during Beſuells Time, and whether their Method of treats 
ing the Undertaker hath not been directly contrary to what 
it formerly was, ever ſince Capt. Perry came to be con- 

A by cern'd at the Breach? . n 2 21 271 1 
c Laſthy, as to Mr. Ward, it may be ask d, Whether he 


. 


to attend him at all Meetings, Courts, Surveys,” Oe. to 

back and ſecond him in all his Proceedings? H/bether: he 

hath not had a conſtant underhand Correſpondence with | 
theſe his Friends ; and hath formerly met, treated, and en- 
tertain d them, at his own Expence 2 ¶Mpether ſeveral of 
them were not concern d with him before, when he was 
himſelf an Undertaker 2 Mhetber they were not to be con- 
cern'd with him again, when he propos d a fecond time 
to undertake the Breach for 36000 J. How far he and they 
are at preſent concern'd with Perry? Hhether their fre- 
quent Meetings and Conſultations do all relate to the 
Publick Service? How much of the Lands at the Levels he 


pay for them in Whole, or in Part, out of the Money il 
granted him to recover them by ſtopping the Breach? | 

Hou much of that Money he really expended, and why | 

the the Remainder is not accounted for? X/hether the Works | 
lat he erected and was paid for, bore any Proportion to Bg. 
o ol wel's, which are yet unpaid for? J/hether he knows any i 
miei thing of the Mer of 30007. made to Boſwel} Meier 
nen he was not to have been concern'd with Perry, or; others, 
pa if he had ſucceeded in his Propoſal, when Boſwell took the 


hath not all along had a competent Number of Truſtees | 


hath purchas'd, and at what Price? J/hether. he did not l 


n h Breach? H/hether, in the Drawingtand Forming Boſwel''s 1 4 
ol Contract, he compar d it at all with his own former Un- Wi 


dertaking, or his Calculation ſign d by Hal? What could 
er ¶ be the Reaſons for ſo great a Diſſerence in point of Tinas, 
Price, or Manner of Payment? Whether \ 


\ refunded ary 


tell Money upon Failure of his Vork; or what Security he 1 


in gave to make good the Damage Whither his manger f 


executing 
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| ae, elm Truſt, with regatd to Boſwell, be the 
| fame with his manner of doing it, with regard to Perry} 
a Hand and Share he had in detaining the Public 
= Money, when it ſhould have been apply'd ro the orks; 
= and in diſpoſing of it ſince, ſo profuſely ? Whether he does 
not think, that the Fyſt Grant of 70007. made to Perry, be. 
fore he did any thing, could be underſtood as a Payment fot 
any other Works, than thoſe done and erected by Boſwell? 
Fhether he can put any other Meaning upon theſe Words 
of his (That he was but as One to do Good, but as good 
as Nine to do Miſchief) than what will prove his ready In- 
clinations to do Miſchief: Since every Man had rather 
de as Nine than as only One, it being Natural to make the 
moſt of one's Intereſt ? Aether theſe Words do not high- 
ly reflect upon the other Truftees ; ſince in his Miſchie- 
vous Capacity, he thereby makes himſelf equal to a Ful 
Conrt ? Mbat Juſtice could be expected from a Man, by N. 
bis own Confeſſion, ſo Miſchievous; and in that Capacity 
= fo Powerful? JYhether he does not know of ſeveral i 
S Hononrable Truftees, who have frequently complain'd of 


* 


his indirect Practices? I/hether ſince the Villanies prov 
upon Parmy, he hath left of to Correſpond with him, o 
to ſhew him any Countenance ? Mheiber he acted as a 
fair Truſtee, when he approv'd Boſuell's Works, and 
yet diſcourag d him all he could; and ſet up Perry, i 
| even long before Beſwells Contract was expird ? Whe- 
ther, if no good Account can be given, how Boſwel!'s 
Contract came to be ſo different from his own, he 1s 

yet able to give a better, how Perry's Contract came . 
to be ſo different from Boſuells? Whether Boſwell did 
= not offer fairer than Perry; and whether the Truſt was 
= well executed, by accepting the moſt diſadvantageous 
= Propoſal? Nfeiher he knows of any Money granted to 
bp, which Perry did not diſpoſe of upon the Breach ? J 
iiber, if Dofwel acted for the Publick, all the Injurys 
done, and Hard/hips put upon him, are not thus far of a 
= publick Nature; and ought to be ſo accounted for, by 
= thc: Authors and Abbettors of them? © Theſe 
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before ſtared : They are of no ſmall Im 
to the Publick Service, and the Welfare of a Great Nun * 
er of your poor ſuffering Country-men, who, by interr 


Theſe Ouare's, Sir, do naturally reſult from: the Caſe 0 4 


portance, both as 


ſting themſelves for the Publick Good, have been ex- 
pos d to moſt unreaſonable Haraſbips and Injuries in this 
\fair. What ſhould hinder a fair and impartial Solution 
of all theſe Queſtions ? No Interrogatories in any equitable 
auſe, were ever more juſt and reaſonable. The Nation 
annot but expect a fair Account of theſe Things,where- 
nher greateſt Intereſt and neareſt Concern, that of Na- 
The Cries of a Great many poor People, labouring un- 
Jer the intolerable Load of Oppreſſion and Want, do 
oudly ſollicit tor Redreſs; and the Honour and unblem- 
ſh'd Characters of no ſmall Number of Great aud Worthy 
n, the Patriots of their Country, and the Ornaments 
of the Times they live in; whoſe Names and Authority 


re ſo much abus d in this Caſe, and made Inſtrumental © 


n the doing of ſuch Wrongs, as their Nature ſo. much 


bhors, and their Virrues oblige them ſo heartily: to de- 


et; call aloud for a ſeaſonable Vindication. And till 
heſe Blemiſhes ar effe&ually wip'd away, the Richeſt 


nd Nobleſt of theſe Men are as great Sufferers as the mean- 


ſt, whoſe All is at Stake, and they and their Families 
danger of being ſwallowed up by Want and Miſery. 
The ſame is the Caſe of ſeveral Noriby and Excellent 
Magiſtrates of the City of London; the Trade of which 
ity is ſo nearly conceri'd in this Calamity at Dagenham: 
Their Names are made uſe of in ſeveral unaccountable 
roceedings, which themſelves are Strangers to. The 
njury they ſnſtain thereby, demands preſent Satisfaction. 
und whoever is concern'd in Hipping, or in the Navien- 
on of the River, and thereby ſtands oblig'dgo contribute 
owards the Duties charged by this Act, becomes in Pro- 


dortion a Sufferer, by having thoſe Duties miſs-apply'd, _ 
Ind the good Deſigns and Purpoſes of Parliament, ſruſtra- 
Ss «OE 


6d and brought to noching. 


ication, is ſo ſenſibly touch'd and affected. * 
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with the Thanks and Prayers of your relieved Countiy-mn; 
to your Hands, 


whoever fails in that material Point, is ſure to meet in you 


_ yeur Eſpouſin 


ſed, wich as much Sincerity, as I am, 
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This therefore is a Canſe of more Conſequence, than may: 
the firſt View be apprehended: it deſeryes the ſtricteſt Inqui 
ry; and the Parliament, by reſerving the Laſt Judgment infoa 
preſs a manner, ſeema to make it their own, and to ſtamp i 
with a Face of more than Common Importance. But far be i 
from the meaneſt Perſon concern'd to — of Redreſs, whe 
we have ſuch a Parliament in Britain to apply to, ſo zealous far 
the Publick Good, ſo vigilant againſt Tyranny and Oppreffion, 
and ſo tender and careful of the Properties and Wellfire of all 


a 


their Ountry-men. © © 


I have done; Sr, when I habe only be you in mind of thy 
Opportunity, that is here laid in your Way, to exert thoſe ma 
ny and bapr7 Talents you are Maſter of, for the redreſſing « 
Injuries, and promoting the publick Good: a Cauſe you an 
| a to appear in, and to which) you poſtpone all other Con 


lexations. 


Tou will be rewarded in that way which you moſt value 


and I ſhall be rewarded: with your Thanks, for uſing my Eh 
dea vours (by way of Information) to put this Opportunity in 


de bare Atterapt of making Applicatiowes ſojudicious ani 
upright à Patriot, is ſome Proof of the Goodneſs of a Cauſe ; fine 


moſt active and ſtrenuous Adverſary. And on no other Co 


dition is this Affair recommended to you, than as it ſhall ap 
pear to be rrueandju/t in all its Parts, and therefore worthy 


. " 
* & 


For my felt I ani not conſcious of having us d any falfe Ct 
Tours to gloze it over, but have rather wrong'd it by falling ſhort 
in the Repreſentation! But ſome Things muſt be conceal'd, fu 
feare of fore-arming an Enemy, who makes uſe of any Weapon 
Now the whole Affair is thus ſet in its true and full Light, an 
fall come to be: lliſtrated hereafter by further Evidente and Di 
co ve, I dou bt not, but you wall be. a Friend to the Opprd 


London, N6vem- + Sir, Your moſt Devoted, 
n Humble Servant, 6 
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Anno Duodecimo, Ame Reging. 
„ 4 for the ſpeedy and effettual Preſerving the 
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an the Breach in the Levels of Havering and Da- 
Lon genham in the County of Eſſex, &c. 


Acresof Land were overflow'd; and that thisten- 
- ded to theapparent!Hazard of the Navigation of 
he River Thames: For Remedy whereof it is enacted, That 
or and during the Term of Tex Years, from and after 
he Tenth Day of July 1714, there ſhall be paid by the 

ater of every Ship or Veſſel which ſhall come into the 


r Veſſels in Ballaſt only, and Coaſters) the Duty of 
ire Pence for every Tun of the Burthen of the ſaid Ship 
or every Voyage inward ; and the Collector ſhall give 
rery ſuch Maſter a Receipt or Certificate of the Sum of 
oney ſo paid, in order that it may be allowed him by 
he Merchants or Freighters of the ſaid Ship or Veſlel, 


lingly. | 

Lad that every Coaſter, which ſhall come in to the 

Fort of London, (except Colliers, Corn Veſlels, Ships or 

eſſels in Ballaſt only, and fiſhing Veſlels) ſhall pay 

EW hree Shillings and no more, for each Voyage they ſhall 

Fake to the Port of London. 

And that there ſhall be paid by the Maſter of every 
| | K Collier 


H E Preamble ſets forth, That One Thouſand 


*ho are directed to allow the ſame to the Maſter accor- 
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Navigation of the River of Thames, by ſtopping 


Port of London (except Colliers, Fiſhing-Veſlels, Ships _ 
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Collier Ship, or Veſſel laden with Coals or Culm to the 
Port of London, One Penny per Chalder. 

The Lord Mayor,Aldermen,and Recorder of London fy 
the Time being, Tho. Coke Eſq; Sir John Leake, Sir Geory 
Beaumont, Fofah Burchett, Daniel Furzer, William Les, 
Eſquires; Sir Charles Barrington, Sir Richard Child, Si 
Edward Knatchbull, Percival Hart Eſq; Sir Richard On- 
flow, Heneage Finch Eſq; James Bertie, Hugh Smithſon, 
Eſquires ; Sir John Ruſbout, Sir Nicolas Garrard, Sir 'Thi 
mas Webſter, Sir Thomas Croſs, Sir Henry Johnſon, Sill 
George Bing, Sir Thomas Hardy, Sir Joſeph Martin, Si 
John Milliams, Sir Samuel Clark, Sir Joſhua Sharpe, SiO 
Godfrey Miebſter, Sir Jonathan Andrews, Lieut, Genel 
Cadogan, Col. Joſeph Bennett, Major Sherman Godfro* 
Henry Campion, Thomas Medlicote, Thomas Vernon, Fohi ind 

 Comyns, Nathaniel Gould, Millium Johnſon, Nicola o 
Corſellis, John Hungerford, Richard Lockwood, Thomas Lat 
wich, William Wrightfon, John Ward of Hackney, Hun fi 

' phrey Morrice, Carew Harvey alias Mildmay, ſen. Willis 
Harvey, ſen. Samuel Sheppard, ſen. James Littleton, N. 
ert Fairfax, George Vernon, John Phillips, James Doll A t 
David Heckſteter, William Hedges, John Lethieullier, Jum 

Fellows, John Coke, William Royſtone, Robert Edward 
Heigham Bendifh, John Grove, Kenrick Grantham, Jolla 

Gould, William Coatſworth, William Goſline, Fand 
Chamberlin, Jeremy Gough, John Auſten, William Black 
bourn, Thomas Conte, Henry Proctor, Thomas Bramfio 1 
Eſquires, Mr. Jones Preb. of NVindſor, Peter Hamble| e E 
Brabham Smith, John Hide, Thomas Pannell, John MaY 
hew, Jeremiah Wakelin, John Stafford, Gentlemen! 

Capt. John Haſtewood Deputy Maſter of the Trinity 
Houſe, Capt. William Saunderſon, Capt. Stephen Marti {a 
Capt. Ralph Selby, Capt. Thomas Harl. u, Capt. Hen 
Cuollius, Capt. John Merry, Capt. Thomas IVhartm f Pa. 

Capt. Robert Sands} Capt Henry Duffeild, Capt. Thom | 

Tatam, Capt. John Robinſon, Elder Brethren of the Tiff 

nity-Houſe, or any Nine or more of them, are appointe 

- | Lrufſie 
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Truſtees for ordering and directing the ſtopping the ſaid 

Breach, and making good the Walls and Banks, and all 
orks in and about the fame ; and for the ordering and 

7, Hirecting the Collection, Receipt, and Diſpoſition of the 
Noney and Duties. ; 

And if any of the Truſtees ſhall happen to die, or re- 
Wiſe to act during the ſaid Term, the ſurviving or acting 

5, Mi ruſtees may nominate other Truſtee or Truſtees in 

Gi their Place or Places. 

The Truſtees or any Nine or more of them, have 
' Mower under their Hands and Seals, to make and appoint 
Receivers or Collectors, to collect and receive the Du- 
trees payable by this Act. The Collector is to keep a true 
Fi nd fair Account in a Book or Books; diſtinct and apart 
JO: that Purpoſe, and ſhall once a Month, or oftener, if requi- 
Led return and pay over the Sums received by him or them, 
Wo ſuch Perſon or Perſons as the Truſtees ſhall appoint to 
ine Treaſurer or Treaſurers of the ſaid Duties. 4) 

All Sums of Money ſo raisd and receiv'd ſhall be, 
y the ſaid Truſtees, or any Nine or more of them, all 
e {aid Truſtees being firſt duly ſummon'd, apply'd 
and diſpos'd of to the ſtopping the ſaid Breach, in ſuch 
anner as they ſhall think convenient, the neceſſary 
harges in the Management, collecting and receiving the 
id Duties, being firſt dedufted. 

The Treaſurer or Treaſurers ſhall proyide Books for 
ne Entry of all Moneys jreceived, and of all Payments 
Ind Disburſements. And four times at leaſt in every 
ſear, vix. Sep. 29, Dec. 25, March 25, and June 24. 
he Accounts are to be laid before the Truſtees, and 
tile faid Accounts, together with Copys of all Contracts” 
nade by the Truſtees, ſhall be deliver d into each Houſe 
f Parliament, once in every Year, within twenty Days 
fter the opening of the Seſſion, that it may be ſeen, that 
he Money hereby granted is laid out in the beſt manner to 
cure the Navigation of the River Thames, by ſtopping 
he foreſaid Breach, and other the Purpoſes intended by 
his Act. K 2 No 
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Cocquets or Returns for any Ship or Goods whatſoever 
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DOverplus (if any be) to the Maſter of the Veſſel. 


6 — AS £44 
* 


all Judges and other Perſons are required to take Notice; 
and that in Caſe any Action ſhall be commenced again 


All Lands, Sold by Decree of the Commiſſioners of Sewer, 


No Cuſtomer, Collector, or other Officer, ſhall tak 
any Entrys, gratit any Warrant, give or make out any 


until the Duties hereby granted ſhall be paid, and the 
Maſter produce an Acquittance from the Collector o 
Collectors of the ſaid Duties, on forfeiture of 50 J. to the 
Truſtees. ; | 

The Collectors may go on Board any Ship or Veſſel, 
to demand the Duties, and for Non-payment to diſtrain 
the Ship and all her Tackle, or any part thereof, and af- 
ter ten Days to make Sale of the Diſtreſs, returning rhe 


The Truſtees, or any Nine, or more of them, ar: 
impower d to borrow Money at Six per Cent. for and 
towards the ſtopping of the {aid Breach, and other the 
Purpoſes aforeſaid. | 
And this Act ſhall be deemed and taken to be, and is 
hereby declared to be a Publick Act of Parliament, of whic 


any Perſon or Perſons for what he or they ſhall do in pu- 
ſuance of the Powers hereby granted, ſuch Perſons ma 
plead the general Iſſue, and give this Act and the Spe 
cial Matters in Evidence. 

If at any time before the Expiration of the ſaid Tem 
of ten Lears, ſufficient Moneys ſhall be raiſed for the Uk 
aforeſaid, then all the Dutys and Payments ſhall ceaſe an 
determine. | 

may be redeemed by theLand-Owners before Dec. 1. 1714 * 
The Truſtees, as ſoon as conveniently may be after th 


making of this Act, are to cauſe Publick Notice to be gif # 


yen in the Gazette, at leaſt fourteen Days before thei 
meeting, to receive Propoſals, which ſhall be Seal'd up 
and the ſaid Publication ſhall be deemed due Notice t 


all the Truſtces. 
N 


The APPENDIX. 


[NS 2. 4. 


RTICLE Sof Agreement indented; made,con- 
cluded, and agreed upon, this Fifth Day of Au- 
ouſt, Anno Domini, 1714. and in the Firſt Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE, by the 
rain Grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, 
1 af Defender ot the Faith, &c. Between the Right Honou- 
thefrable Sir Samuel Stanier, Knight, Lord Mayor of the City 
Pof London, Sir John Parſons, Sir William Humfreys, Sir 
ar bares Peers, Sir William Stewart, Knights, Aldermen of 
and the aid City; Sir Jonathan Andrews Knight, Capt. John 
the Ha/lewood, Wiliam Johnſon, Eſq; and Captain Thomas 
Tatam, Truſtees, appointed (amongſt others) by a 
d iff late Act of Parliament made in the Twelfth Year of Our 
hich late Sovereign Lady Queen A N NE, Intitled, An Act 
ice for the ſpeedy and effeftual Preſerving the Navigation of the 
aint River of Thames, by Rlopping the Breach in the Levels of 
Havering and Dagenham in the County of Eflex, and for 
Aſcertaining the Coal-Meaſure,of the one Part, and William 
Boſwell of the Pariſh of St. Dunſtan Stebunheath, alias 
Stepney, in the County of Middleſex, Shipwright, of the 
other Part. 

Imprimis, The {aid William Boſwell, for the Conſidera- 
tions herein after mentioned , doth for himſelf, his 
Executors, and Adminiſtrators, covenant, promiſe and 
agree, to and with the ſaid Sir Samuel Stanier, Sir John 
8 Parſon, Sir William Humfreys, Sir Charles Peers, Sir Mil- 
lim Stewart, Sir Jonathan Andrews, John Haſlewood,Wil- 


mentioned, their Executors, and Adminiſtrators, That he, 
the ſaid Milliam Boſwell, his Executors, and Adminiſtra- 
tors, Or ſome of them, ſhall, and will, within the 5 
Space of Fifteen Kalendar Months, to be accounted from 
the Day of the Date of theſs Preſents, well, effectualiy, MW 
ehe 


liam Johnſon and Thomas Tatam, the Truſtees afore- q 
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and ſubſtantially Repair, Make up, and Stop the ſaid 
Breach in the ſaid Levels of Havering and Dagenham, be- 
ing of the Width of Four Hundred Foot, or thereabouts, 
and well and ſufficiently Repair and make good the Mall. 
Banks, and other Works in, or belonging to the ſaid 
Breach. And alſo ſhall and will within the Time aforeſaid 
well and ſubſtantially Repair and make good with good 
Far fing and otherwiſe, the Walls belonging to the ſaidLe- 
wels, for the ſpace of forty Yards on each (ide of the ſaid 
Breach, ſo and in ſuch manner as to prevent and hinder 
the Riyer of Thames from breaking into, or over flowing the 
faid Levels, or any Part thereof, by reaſon of any Defect 
or Imperſection of the Walls or Banks, by all the 
Length and Space aforeſaid, for and during two 
whole and entire Winters, the ſame to commence and 
be accounted from the Twenty ninth Day of September, to 
the Twenty third Day of April, in each of the ſaid Two 
Tears, from and after the Compleating and Finiſhing 
the ſaid Work. | 

em, The ſaid William Boſwell doth for himſelf, his 
Executors and Adminiſtrators,furthcr covenant, promiſe 
and agree, to and with the ſaid Sir Samuel Stanier, Sir John 


Parſous, Sir William Humfreys, Sir Charles Peers, Sir Mil- 


Ham Stewart, Sir Jonathan Andrews, John Haſlewood, 
William Johnſon and Thomas Tatam, That in caſe it ſhall 
be neceſſary in order to the more ſpeedy and effectual 
making up and ſtopping the ſaid Breach, to make any 
New Cut or Cuts in any Part of the Wall belonging to 
the ſaid Levels of Havering and Dagenham, That then, 


and in ſuch Caſe, he the laid Willa Boſwel, his Ex- 


ecutors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall and will within the ſaid 


Space of fifteen Months from the Date of theſe Preſents, 


well and ſubſtantially make up, and make good the ſaid 
all in ſuch Place or Places where he ſhall ſoCaz,or cauſe 


the fame to be Cut, fo and in ſach manner as to prevent 


and hinder the River of Thames from Breaking into, or 
Qrerflowing the ſaid Level, by reaſon of any Defect or 


Impery 
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Imperfection in that Part of the Wall, ſo by him Cut, or 


aid cauſed to be Cut, for and during two whole Winters, the 
ame to be accounted from the Twenty ninth Day of Sep- 
— tember, to the Twenty third Day of April, in each of the 


aid two Years, from and after the Compleating and 
ud Finiſhing the ſaid Work. EY 

Item, The faid Milliam Boſwell, for himſelf, his Exe- 
cuters, and Adminiſtrators, doth covenant, promiſe and 
agree, to and with the ſaid Sir Samuel Stanier, Sir Johm 
1 Parſors,SirÞ/illiam Humfreys, Sir Charles Peers,Sirf/illiam 
"Bl Stewart, Sir Jonathan Andrews, John Haſlewood, Miliam 
John ſon, and Thomas Tatam ; That he the ſaid Villiam 
Boſwell, his Executors, and Adminiſtrators, ſhall and 
will within the ſaid Time, or Space of Fifteen Months, 
Wl well and ſufficiently Repair, and Amend all the Walls 
belonging to the {aid Levels of Havering and Dagenbam, 
lying between Rainham-Creek, and the Point of Land ex- 
tended into the ſaid River of Thames, next above, and 
ing Weſtward of the Tree, known by the Name of the 
bo Half-way-Tree ; which ſaid laſt mentioned Repairs ſhall 
be done and compleated within the Time aforeſaid, to 
the Satisfaction of ſuch Fifteen of the Truſtees nominated 
and appointed by the ſaid Statute, or the major Part of 
4 the ſaid Fifteen, as ſhall be choſen to view and inſpect 
the fame in manner following, that is to ſay, Five of the 
ſaid Fifteen Truſtees to be nominated and appointed by 
the ſaid Truſtees, nominated and appointed by the ſaid 
Act of Parliament, at one of their General Meetings, Five 
toſ other of the ſaid Fifteen to be choſen by the Land-Own- 
ers within the faid Levels, or the major Part of them, 
and the remaining Five of the ſaid Fifteen Truſtees to be 
choſen by the ſaid Y/Y//iliam Boſwell, hisExecutors, or 
\dminiſtrators, The ſaid View, if ſo ſoon required, 
o be taken within one Kalendar Month, next after the 
ad YPilliam Boſwell, his Executors, or Adminiſtrators 
ſhall have ſo far check'd the Tide, as to be intitled 
0 theSix Thouſand Pounds, herein after — | 
tem. 
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nem, Whereas byReaſon of the ſaid Breach,a Great Shel, 
orBauk of Sand, Gravel, and other Svil, hath been Caſt up, N 
and Raiſed in the River of Thames, near the Mouth offff 
the ſaid Breach, of near a Mile in Length, and almoſt 7 
half way croſs the ſame River, to the great Prejudice of the 
Navigation of the ſaid River, He, the ſaid William Boſ- F 
well, tor himſelf, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, doth 90 
covenant, promiſe and agree, to and with the ſaid Sir Sa- fa 
muel Stanier, Sir John Parſons, Sir VViliam Humfreyn i v. 
Sir Charles Peers, Sir Milliam Sterrart, Sir Jonathan An. . 
drews, John Haſlewood, PVilliam Johuſon and Thomas Ta: 
tam, That he, the ſaid VViliam Boſwell ſhall and will be 
fore the End of four Winters after the Finiſhing and Com 
pleating the ſaid Work, the {aid Winters to be reckoned 
and computed as aforeſaid, cauſe the ſaid Bank to be 
removed and carried away, and clear the ſaid River of 
Thames of and from the ſame, in ſuch manner as that 
the Water of the ſaid River ſhall be full fix Foot deep 
above the ſaid Banł at Low-water upon a Niep-tide. 
lem, The ſaid Sir Samuel Stanier, Sir John Par ſow, 
Sir VVillicm Humfreys, Sir Charles Peers, Sir Milliu 
Stewart, Sir Jonathan Andrews, John Haſlewood, Lillian 
Johnſon, and Thomas Tatam, do in Conſideration of thi 
Premiſſes, covenant, promiſe and agree, to and with the 
ſaid PVilliam Boſwell, his Executors and Adminiſtrators; 
That they, the {aid Sir Samuel Stanier, Sir John Parſons, 
Sir Miliam Humfreys, Sir Charles Peers, Sir Millian 
Stewart,Sir Jonathan Andrews, John Haſlewood, V Villianl 
Johnſon, and Thomas Tatam, ſhall and will well and truly 
pay, or cauſe to be paid unto the ſaid PViliam Boſeel, 
his Executors and Adminiſtrators, the ſeveral and reſpeF; 
ctive Sums of Money, at the ſeveral and reſpective Time 
hereafter limited and appointed for Payment of th 
ſame, That is to ſay, Six thouſand Pounds of good ant 
lawful Money of Great Britain, when and ſo ſoon if 
the ſaid Milliam Boſwell, his Executors or Admin! 
ſtrators ſhall have advanced and carried on the ſaid mw 
i : 0 


hell fo as thereby to ſtop or check the Current of the ſaid 
up River of Thames, ſo as the ſame ſhall not flow over the 

h off id Vork, or overflow the ſaid Levels at higheſt of the 

: Tides in the ſaid River, within one Kalendar Month al. 
the ter the ſaid Current ſhall be ſo ſtopt or check d. And 
B/ Four Thouſand Pounds more of like Money, when and 
goth ſo ſoon as the Mals and Banks in or belonging to the 
e aid Breach, above by him covenanted and agreed to be © 
Ye" performed and done, ſhall be Entirely, Subſtantially, and 
An. ¶ Efecually done, compleated, and finiſhed, in the Judg- 
74 nent of ſuch ten of the Truſtees, appointed by the ſaid 
Act, as ſhall be choſen in manner following: That is to 
ſay, Five of the ſaid Ten Truſtees to be choſen by the 
Land-Owners within the ſaid Levels of Havering and Dag- 
enbam, or the major part of them, and the other Five 
of the ſaid Ten to be choſen by the ſaid Wiliam Boſwell, 
rhaiſſ his Executors or Adminiſtrators, or in the Judgment of 
deeyſf te major part of them the ſaid Ten Truſtees ſo choſen as 
aforeſaid, upon a Survey to be had and made by them, 
ſou, within one Kalendar Month next after the Walls and 
10 Banks in or belonging to the ſaid Breach ſhall be entirely 
aan WY done, compleated and finiſhed ; ſuch their Judgment to be 
f thi ſignified by Writing under their Hands to the Truſtees 
1 the appointed by the ſaid Statute, at their General Meet- 
toning. And the further Sum of Six Thouſand, Three Hun- 
ſons dred Pounds (together with Intereſt for the ſame, at 
„the Rate of Six Pounds per Cent. per Annum, to be 
computed from the Time the ſaid Truſtees ſhall in man- 
ner aforeſaid, ſignifie to the Truſtees appointed by the 
aid AF, at their General Meeting, that the ſaid Fork 
Is compleated and finiſhed) at the end of the ſaid two 
Winters, after the Falle, Banks, and other Works, in 
r belonging to the ſaid Breach, and the ſaid forty Yards 
on each ſide thereof, are Effeftually and Subſtantially re- 
"paired and made good according to the Tenor and Form 
Jof theſe Articles, and ſo as 1 River be then cleared 
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of the ſaid Banł, and the Navigation thereof reſtored in p 
ſuch manner as is herein before mentioned. = 
And Laſily, The ſaid William Boſwell, for Himſelf, his ie 
Executors and Adminiſtrators, doth covenant, promiſe, IB 
and agree, to and with the ſaid Sir Samuel Stanier, Sit! 
John Parſons, Sir William Humfreys, Sir Charles Peers, 
Sir Y/ilham S ewart, Sir Jonathan Andrews, John Ha- 
ood, Villiam Johnſon, and Thomas Tatam, That in 
Caſe after ſuch Time, as he the ſaid //liam Boſwell, his 
Executors or Adminiſtrators, ſhall have received any of 
the Sums aforementioned, or any part of the ſame, he 
or they ſhall not do and perform the Covenants herey 
before contained on the Part and Behalf ot the fail 
FPrilliam Boſwell, his Executors and Adminiſtrators. to be 
done and performed; that then He the ſaid /V/illian 
Boſwell, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, ſhall and wil 
refund, and pay back to the ſaid Sir Samuel Stanier, Sit 
John Parſons, Sir //ilSam Humfreys, Sir Charles Peer, 
Sir ///illiam Stewart, Sir Jonathan Andrews, John Haſk-M 
wood, VVilliam Johnſon and Thomas Tatam, all ſuch Sun 
and Sums of Money as he ſhall have fo received, or make 
good the Damage. #5 
And further, That the faid PVV/illiam Boſwell, at th 
Time of Executing of theſe Preſents, ſhall and will be 
come bound in a Bond, of the Penalty of Two Thouſan 
Pounds of Lawful Money of Great Britain, for the duc 
Performance and Accomplifhment of all and every tht 
Articles, Covenants and Agreements, herein and hereb 
mentioned on his Part and Behalf to be done and pet 
formed And at, or before ſuch Time, as He the fais 
Prilliam Boſwell, his Executors or Adminiſtrators, ſha 
receive the firſt. Payment abovementioned, to be pai 
him or them, likewiſe ſhall and will become bound in on 
other Bond of the Penalty of Eight Thouſand Pounds e 
like lawful Money, for the due Performance and Ac 
compliſhment of all, and every the Articles, Covenant 
and Agreements herein, and hereby mentioned - L 
. art 


[0] 


The APPENDIX, — . 


d in part and Behalf to be done and performed as aforeſaid” 
[i 77:tneſs whereof, the Parties aforeſaid to theſe Pre- 
his {ents have interchangeably ſet their Hands and Seals, the 
uſe, Day and Year firſt above written. 


Sit 
eers, fl Samuel Stanier, Mayor. John Parſons. William Hum- 
Ha-Wfreys. Charles Peers. William Stewart. Jon. Andrews. 
= John, Hazelwood. William Johnſon. Thomas Tatam. 
y of Sealed and Delivered in the Preſence of Us, 
, he | David Leros. Thomas Jeſſon, 


{ail þ | Q 5 
o be 3 [ N 3. ] 
lo the Hononrable the Co MMO N e, in Parliament 


Aſſembled, the Humble Propoſal of William 
Boſwell. 


[XJ Hereas An Acer is now depending in this Hox- 
OURABLE Hovst, for {topping the Breach at Da- 
enam, Cc. and for laying a Duty for that purpoſe on 
vals, and the Tonnnage of Ships for 16 Years; which, 
Computation, will produce about 4000. per Annum. 
I humbly offer and undertake, effectually to ſtop the 
Maid Breach in leſs than 15 Months at the fartheſt, for 
Þ 1006 /. to be paid out of the firſt Money which ſhall be 
aiſed for the ſaid Duty. 

AND I humbly propoſe there may be a Clauſe for 
orrowing 8000/7. on the Credit of the ſaid Act, or 
ch further Sum as this Honouxazre Hos ſhall think 
St, towards carrying on the ſaid Work, and to be ad- 
Enced as the ſame goes on: And the further Charges of 
e ſaid Work, my Self and Friends will advance, till the 
me be compleated. | 
nai 
1 hi 
Pan 


all lie as a Depot, in ſuch Hands as this Honourasts 
e 2 _ > 


Anp that the remaining 13 000 /. of the faid 2 1000 J. 4 
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Hovsz ſhall appoint, till the York is compleated, and 
Reported ſo, by any Survey which ſhall be appointed 
by Virtue of the ſaid Act to View the ſame. 

Ax to induce this Hoxourasre Hovst to Confider 
and Accept of this my Proposar, 1 humbly offer, and 
am willing to lay before any Engineer, or other Perſon 
capable of Judging, that this Hovsz ſhall appoint (ex- 
cept ſuch as have be.n, or are, or ſhall offer to be con- 
cerned in the ſaid Undertaking) the Method I intend to 
take; which I doubt not will ſufficiently demonſtrate the 
effectual Per ſormance of the ſaid Work. 


0 Dagenham Breach, 
+ | 14, Novemb. 1715, 


Theſe are to Certify, that We having Surveyed the Works 
carried on by Mr. William Boſwell, and the ſeveral 
Materials lying on the Place, which will be very Services 
ble to any who ſhall ſpeedily Undertake to ſtop thisBreach, 

| The Particulars with the Value thereof are as folloueth, vu 


| May be 
(Cot as Mr. worth to: 


ſures Us, dertaker in 
| our Judge. 
ments. 
O Two Pair of Sluizes, fixed with P 
Gates to open and ſhut, of thirty 600 o a 500 © 0 
Feet broad each, and proportionable lengths. | | 
To 2500 Tors of Chalk, laid up at High- 1 
water Mark on both ſides, at 21d. Per Ton. >| 218 15 of 148 0 0 
. Labour inchuded, — — — 1 5 


To Deals, Planck, Hurdles, Ce. 1 


To Wheelbarrows, Baskets, Shovells, Spades, 8 8 
and Pick-axes, Cc. | - 39 0 i5 0c 


To a Smiths Forge, fitted with Bellows; 1 4. | 
Axvill, Hammers, Gs. ——=——— } 2} 29 
| 931 15 CJ 705 00 


Boſwell af. New Un 


q Us. 
ker in 
udge 
8. 


2 
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May be 


Coſt as Mr worth to a 
[ons rhe: Un- 
ſures Us, (© kerin 
our Judge 

_ nents, 
Brought Over] 931 15 {| 705 00 

To piles, Timber, Baulks, (5c. — 60 oc 2000 

To Maurds, and Hurdle Baskets, 20 0 10 0 0 

To two Ginn-Barges, fixed with Ginns, Cc.—-] 75 0 0 45 00 

To Nails, Bolts, Spikes, Cc.- 1300 700 

Te thirty Loads of Hay, —— — 30 OC] 20 0 0 

To Hair and Crocaſs, Cc. Baggs — 30 0 415 00 

The following Works are fixed and appear 
to ſtand Firm, and in our Opinions the 
beſt Place to Work from. 777. 

The Land Wall from the Weſt Side of the ; 
Works, to the firſt Piles, is One Hundred 54 © 45 o o 
and Thirty Feet.— 

From the Firſt Pile, as . as filled up 70 
High- water Mark 78 Feet, fixed with Piles, 

Flaring Wings, Cc. as follows, Vit. 

To $566 Tons of Chalk at 17 d. ach Ton 

To 72 Piles at 30 5. each = | 

To Croſs Pieces, Braces, Cc. [1093 12 1q 8510 © 

To Iron Work — — — 

Jo Labour and Work in fixing.— - 

From thence where itis filled up to Low-water 
only, though the Piles reach above High-| 
water 72 Feet viz, 

To 6933 Tons of Chalk at 17d. per Ton 7 | 

Io 82 Piles at 5c s. each — — |] | | 

To Iron Work — — Þjj071 1 gf 685 90 

To Braces, Croſs Pieces, 8 — | | | 

To Labour in fixing the fame J] | 

From the Front of the Works on the Weſt-ſide, 
to the Piles on the Eaſt-ſide of the Sunken | 
Ships, is 80 Feet. From thence to the part 
filled up to High-water Mark, is 20 Feet] | 
The Piles are large, reaching up to High- 

Water Mark, though filled with Chalk but 

to Low water Mark, vz2. 
To 1926 Tons of Chalk, at 17d. pew” Ton 
To 20 Piles at 408. each — | | 
To Crofs Spalls, Braces, Iron Work, Cc. 0 321 8 1 2 
ToW een and fixing the ſame ); 


3656 19 1/2524 © 0 
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| May be 


Coſt as Me worth tos 
Boſwell al. New Un- 


dertaker in 


our Judge- 4 6 


5 ments. [ 
| | 3 d. J. 9. J 
Brought over3696 18 102524 © 0 / 


ſures Us, 


From thence as far as Piled and Filled to 
High-water Mark, is 105 Feet, viz. | | 
To 110 Piles at 30 s. each + an — ſun 


To Braces, Croſs Spalls, Gc. | col 
To Chalk Cc. 13611 Tons, at 17 d. per Ton 1539 2 311238 O 0 
To Labour in fixing it | T 
To Piling to the Land Wall 20 Feet... 
To two Ships bought, of Five — 10 8 In 
Tons each — — 5 | 
For Ere&ing other Buildings to fit them to | Pil 
3 the Deſign, and Loading them for P 440 O Of. wi 
inking . 
| Tofo ms. Expended for recovering a Da- | Sh 
mage, which happened to the Work in 1500 0 k 
Auguſt laſt, by a violent great Storm Pil 
Io ſo much Expended for recovering a Da-, « ter 
mage, which happened in September laſt, >| 700 0 CO] ———_ | 
by another Storm ——-—=—_—_— | N 


8396 © 43762 © 9 Pi 


It is our Opinion, that theſe Works may have coſt Mr, Boſwell, 
the ſeveral Sums in the Firſt Column, which he avers. But Hof 
as the ſaid Works now Stand, We believe them to be worth W. 
what is ſeverally expreſſed in the Second Column, being in the whole 
Three Thouſand Seven Hundred Sixty Two Pounds. So that | 
any New Undertaker may yery well afford to giye more than Three W. 
T houſand Pounds to Mr. Beſwell for the ſame. | 


La 

Thomas Coram. Tho Crofts: James Salmon. | 
SS | | | ma 

1 5 | f : No 5. ] 
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(N'5 ] 


age. 4 Calculation what the Breach in the Levells of Havering and 
__— | Dagenham wi// coſt Stopping, and making good the Walls. 


© 0 T the narroweſt place in theBreachit 7 ] 


330 Foot wide, in which ought to be 
ſunk 21 Ships, each 16 Foot over, theſe 
computed at 300l. aShip, made fit for ſinking. 

o of Filling the ſaid Ships, will require 21000 
Tonns of Chalk at 2 Ff. per Ton, Freight 2100 
Included — ñmü—ü——ͤ—3 — 

— To Warfing the ſame on both ſides, with 
Piles, Plank, and making good the ſame ET 

— [with Chalk and Sand Baggs to joyn the C 2 
Ships, at leaſt —— . 

— | To the making good the Firſt Range of 

| Piles, from the Ships Decks, to Low-wa- _ 

ter Mark, and filling the ſame with Chalk. CY 
To the making good three Ranges of- 
— Pies and planking, to Land-Level, = 
C000 


6300 


Filling the ſame with Chalk, being 4 foot 
high each Range — — 
ell, To the making good three Ranges Fee | 
4000-— 


ut of Piles and Planking, to full Height of the 
Work, being 4 foot each Range 


_ To fix Sluices, to carry off the Back- 

res Water, atleaſt — — 5000 — 
To making good the Walls, and for ; 

ny _— by the Breach- * 
or Contingencies, and Accidents, which 8 
may happen in performing this Wock 8. — 
6 | 350 00—— 

5, Ex. this 5th Day of 
I uh, 1714, with the The Calculate made by me 
Orignal, per me Thomas Hall. 


John Beudix. N'. 6. 


{ 
4 
7 
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; when Mr. Wiliam Boſwell, the Undertaker for the toy 


Ships; he had at Work about One hundred and ſixty Men 


away, and would not obey the Maſter Workman's Co 


en with Chalk, for the Uſe of the ſaid Works at thi 


[F<] 


TAJ E. John Boſwel, Edward Bohun, and Richard Walfhh, 
- den, do ſeverally make Oath, That on the 25th dai 
of October, one Thouſand Seven hundred and Fiftee 


ping the Breach in the River Thames at Havering an 
Dagenham, in order to the Cloſing the ſame, Sunk 7 


but when the ſaid Ships were Sunk, ſeveral of them wer 


mand, ſaying they would not Work; ſo that there we 
not left at the ſaid Vork above Forty Men. And lik 
wite that ſeveral Lightermen, whoſe Lighters lay Load; 


particular time (that time requiring more than ordin 
ry) would not come and unliver where they were dire 
red, but for Three or Four Days kept out and unliver 
in Places where it did little or no Service. 


Jurant 28”. die Decembris | John Bf 
1715. coram me, Eduard Bobu 
Laur. Hatſell. The Mark (R) of Richard Waldi 


N. 7. 7 


— . . 
ARAH Sich maketh Oath, that one Night very latintint 
I Tho. Parmy (with whom ſhe then lived as Ser vanpiſter 


— 
7 


came home to his Houſe at Dagenham Breach, and tc by. 
his Mie, in a Joyful manner, that he had cut away thſe J 


Booms of Mr. Boſwell's Sluices at Dagenham Breach, al 284 


| Hoped the Gates would be gone by Morning: And thy had 
| next Day ſhe heard that Mr. Vm. Boſwell's Booms of If 


aa 


a 


| "APPE * 
dne were cut, and n gode: 


allen Bennet frequently came to the Houſe of this - i 
ment . Maſter, The. Parmy, and Converſed privately i in 2 i 


room with him, and the ſaid Tho. Parmy on all A 
 daſnt Accounts to them of any Misfortunes- n that 42 


zppened to Mr. Beſwell'in his Undertaking, 


Jurat 19. die Marti. 5 4s 75 2 1 Saß 1 5 Gb : 
Anno Dont. 1715. -” = as 
corain me lu, 2 88 


N 


DAR Bohunof Beckels, in the 88 of Suffolk 
. Mill-Wright, John' Reynolds of Poplar, in the 
of Middleſex, Carpenter, Richard. Walding of "Bow, 
the ſaid County. of Middleſex, Waller, and John Stow of 
eptfor d, in the County of Kent, Ship-Wright, make Goh 
hat theſe. Depanents (having had. great Experience * 
ater-works,. Damms, Sluices,. Cc) were Employed aſt -j 
mmer by Mr. Boſwell, as his Maſter Workmen, in his 
| e ſtop the: Breach at Dagenbam in the Coun- ä 
of Eſſex; and · theſe Deponams (ay, That the Hort f 
e ſaid- Breach were carried on, = laſt : Summer, in 
Forkman-like manner, Strong and - Subſtantial, from We 
ch · ſide of the Gulf or Breach, about Five hundred Feet * 
de, to within thirty one Feet of Joyning in the middle: 
d to the Good liking of many Ingenious Perſons, skilful 
thoſe Affairs, that have viewed the ſaid Works; which 
7 latfntinued Five Mels, till a violent raging High Tide and 
— iſterous Weather occaſioned: ſome: Foot Piles: to trip WM 
Jy, by.-the:waſhing the Channel Deeper. But ſay, that all if 
W t&ſe Interruptions would have been repaired, and te 
„ ald Mork efte&ually compleated, had Mr. J/illiam 2 
a 3 | 


Stu 


4 1 . „— - £ 
CR : * 
: 9 * 1 F - 
\ 1 1 
3 8 9 
> <4 4 


farther maketh Gath, that Mr. 30 Wand. and 


4 ; ; 
theſs | 
O ; ; 
„ * d 
= \ A * *! 
| - = . 4 = —— . 
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E, John Boſwell, Edward Bohun, and Richard Wal 
den, do ſeverally make Oath, That on the 25th dai 
of October, one Thouſand Seven hundred and Fifteen 
when Mr. WMiliam Boſwell, the Undertaker for the ſtop 
ping the Breach in the River Thames at Havering an 
Dagenham, in order to the Cloſing the ſame, Sunk Tu 
Ships; he had at Work about One hundred and fixty Mer 
but when the ſaid Ships were Sunk, ſeveral of them wer - 
away, and would not obey the Maſter Workman's Co 
mand, ſaying they would not Work; ſo that there we 
not left at the ſaid Fork above Forty Men. And lik 
wiſe that ſeveral Lightermen, whoſe Lighters lay Load, 
en with Chalk, for rhe Uſe of the ſaid Works at th 


particular time (that time requiring more than ordin 0 
ry) would not come and unliver where they were dire the 
red, but for Three or Four Days kept out and unlivetii 
in Places where it did little or no Service. bat 

ate: 

Jurant 28*. die Decembris John BoſuWnm 
1715. coram me, bs Edward BohyWnde! 
Laur. Hatſell. The Mark (R) of Richard Waldis 5 : 
e ſai 

3 orkr 
Om ch ſi 

N 7. } de, 

R A | | | Id to 
Midx. fl. thoſ 


ARAH Sich maketh Oath, that one Night very latÞntiny 
Tho. Parmy (with whom ſhe then lived as Servanhiſter; 
came home to his Houſe at Dagenham Breach, and to by.1 
his Wife, in a Joyful manner, that he had cat away the I. 
Booms of Mr. Boſwell's Sluices at Dagenham Breach, alfq 0 
hoped the Gates would be gone by Morning: And thy had 


next Day ſhe heard that Mr. Vin. Boſwell's Booms of 
| | Su. 


— — — 
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Juices were cut, and his Muter- Gates gone: And this 
Deponent farther maketh Garh, that Mr. John Mard and 
ollonel Bennet frequently came to the Houſe of this De- 
onent's Maſter, Tho. Parmy, and Converſed privately in a 
VaRoom with him, and the ſaid Tho. Parmy on all Occaſions 
daſent Accounts to them of any Misfortunes-or-Loſs- tha 
18 appened to Mr. Beſuell in his Undertaking, 2 $94 


Op 


8 — 


anurat 19. die Martii. " Grab Sh. 
Ju Anno Dom. 1715. 4 her & Mark. 
coram me Robert Ryrby. | | 


Ven 


Weh 


„* — — 
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DAR Bohun of Becłells, in the County of Suffolk, 
Mill. Wright, John Reynolds of Poplar, in the Coun- 
of Middleſex, Carpenter, Richard Walding of Bow, 
the ſaid County of Middleſex, Waller, and John Stow of 
eptford, in the County of Kent, Ship-Wright, make Oath, 
hat theſe Deponents (having had great Experience in 
ater- works, Damme, Sluices, Cc.) were Employed laſt 
W717 by Mr. Boſwell, as his Maſter Workmen, in his 
ndertaking to ſtop the Breach at Dagenham in the Coun- 
Jof Eſſex; and-theſe Deponents ſay, That the orks of 
e ſaid Breach were carried on, the laſt Summer, in 
orkman- like manner, Strong and Subſtantial, from 
ch ſide of the Gulf or Breach, about Five hundred Feet 
ide, to within thirty one Feet of Joyning in the middle; 
d to the Good liking of many Ingenious Perſons, skilful 
thoſe Affairs, that have viewed the ſaid Horks ; which 
laſjntinued Fe Meebs, till a violent raging High Tide and 
vanpiſterous Weather occaſioned: ſome- Foot Piles: to trip 
| tof, by. the waſhing the Channel Deeper. But ſay, that all 
y t&ſe Interruptions would have been repaired, and the 
„ aſſd Work effectually compleated, had Mr. William Boſ- 
d ti had Money to Defray the Charges thereof. And 
fi. | theſe 
Sul , 


Enn ̃ ̃ g 7— wVÄ — er  ——s 
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+. theſe Deponents further ſay, That the ſaid Works done 
the ſaid Mr. Boſwell (as they now ſtand) are in a vt 


great deal of Time and Charge will be thereby ſaved, fra 
awhat it will coſt to begin from any other Place witho 


' as not a Court to fit that Day, relating to the ſaid Brea 


be an Enemy to the ſaid Mr. Boſee/l, for ſeveral Reaſon 


ping the ſaid Breach) came to Survey the Mors then 
of. And theſe Deponents (perceiving ſome of the fi 


vas not the leaſt Reaſon for it) humbly offered their M. 
ſons for the Convincing the ſaid Commiffioners, and w 


- theſe Deponents, in a threatning Manner, calling thi 


4 - 1 x 4-3 ; fo n 9 _ Wl WP a 28 : a — . — _ a K 4 
I... — — 4 — EA — $a s 5 a > n — = — - 2 „ T4496 38 n \ * - 4 
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nents, or ufed Words to the very ſame Effect. 


8 
. | 5 
OY — — ——ů————7˖7—I1ͥ— 2 8 
: * 


great for wardneſs for the compleat ſtopping the (a 
Breach, and is much the beſt Place to begin from; and 


the ſaid Yorks. And theſe Deponents do all of them ſi 


That on the Fourth Day of November laſt, John Ward rea. 
4 Hackney, Eſq - Came to the ſaid Works, and asking man 


Queſtions of theſe Deporents touching the ſame, this Ius, 
ponent, Edward Bohun, asked the ſaid Mr. Ward, If i 


(or Words to the ſame Effect) To which the ſaid | 
Ward anſwered, Tes : And further ſaid, he had Bufineſi 
the Country, and ſhould not or could not be there. Neverti 
Jeſs theſe Deponents apprehended the ſaid Mr. Ward 


particularly for that on the Seventh Day of the ſame N 
vember, ſeveral of the Commiſſioners or Truſtees (for ſiq 


Commiſſioners to find Fault with the Forks, where de 


giving them a true Light of the Matter; when the i 
Mr. Ward was ſeemingly Diſturbed at it, and held of 
the Boat-Hook-Staff, which was in his Hand, at ſome 


ill Names, bidding them hold their Tongues, for he 
not come to talk with ſuch Fellows as were theſe Ds 


-Omnes Jurati. 15 Die Decembris Edu. Bok - 

1715. Coram me. Mro Canc. John Rem — 
£44 Tho Gery, The Man 

_ Richard (R) Wally, 


John Stow, junior. 
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& V6 | | | 
and | Ss... =; 
d, fra Do humbly Certifie, That I have been often down 
tho the River of Thames, and have view'd the Work 
m ſaſfhich Mr. William Boſwell had undertaken to ſtop the 
ard reach at Dagenham, in the County of Egex : And it is 
may Opinion, that the ſame was carried on in a Vigo- 
is Abus, and Workman-tike Manner, firm and ſtrong. Wit- 
4 s my Hand, this qth of June, 1715. | 
rea! | ES 1 <a 
d OR 4 a J. Naiſh. 
neſs | 
erty The Gentleman who does above Certifie, was Maſter Hip- 
ard Wright of His Majeſty's Tard at Woolwich; and is now 
41008; the ſame Station, in his Majeſty's Yard at Portſmouth. 
* Wd i accounted a very able Mathematician. 
r fh 8 

then 
ae iy 


e be 


E whoſe Names are here- under ſubſcribed, being 
Maſter Shipwrights, and other Arti ficers, &c. Do 
- RP mby Certifie, That we have been often down the 
Jurer of Thames, and have viewed the Work which 
je Nr. William Boſwell had carried on, in his Undertaking to 
14 Hp the Breach at Dagenham, in the County of Eſſex. 
„meld we are humbly of Opinion, that the ſame was in 
Vorkman-like manner, as ſuch an Undertaking required. 
Ind do verily believe, that had not the Abingdon, an 
rn 8-2/i-1ndia Ship (which he had prepared to ſink in a 
WV acancy of Thirty Foot, whereto the Work was i 
rought) been, by ſome Accident, ſunk at her Moor- 12 
Sngs : and unuſual high Tides and Storms, which hap- | 
Þcned the latter Part of the Summer; that the ſaid H/ork 
Fad been entirely and effectually compleated. And we 
Are further humbly of Opinion, That if he purſues the 
Model which he has ſhewn to = of carrying on = 
5 = | al 


A 
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ſaid Undertaking (by Additional Work occaſioned) by 
ſinking of two Ships inſtead ot one, that the ſaid Under. 
taking will, every Point, be fully accompliſhed. Witneſs 
our Hands, this tenth Day of November, 1715. 


John Burchett, Shipwright. 
John Freame, Shipwright. 
John Dalton, Shipwright. 
Thomas Crofts, Shipwright. 
Jonathan Gardner, Shipwright. 
Thomas Coram, Shipwright. 
William Partridge Shipwright. 
John Lucas, Shipwright. 
Richard Burchett, Shipwright. 
John Crosby, Shipwright. 
Ralph Richardſon, Shipwright. 
Milliam Hoar, Shipwright. 
William Ogle, Shipwright. 
J. Salmon, Shipwright. - 
William Mood, Joyner and Builder. 
Richard Harriſon, Bricklayer. 4 
Samuel Fouler, Bricklayer. 
Joſeph Parſons, Carpenter. 
Milliam Cooper, Maſon. 
Edward Bohun, Millwright. 
Bartholomew Sparuk, Carpenter. 
John Norman, Carpenter. 
Benjamin Girol, Carpenter. 
Henry Newbery, Carpenter. 
Biliam Brown, Carpenter. 
Jaac Brivinckx, Carpenter. 
Thomas Nichols, Bricklayer. 
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HE Under- ritten Deponent maketh Oath, That at 


that being the Time of a Spring Tide) the Workmen and 
arpenters .did attend according to their Orders, given 


John Reynolds, one of Mr. Boſwell's Foremen, then ſitting 
and Labourers, to ſpend their Six-pence a-piece, where he 


ind when Edward Bohun the other Foreman, at that Time 
mployed about the Sluices, preſſed the ſaid Rey= 
dds to let the Men go to Work, he continued to De- 


this Deponent believes great Damage was done to the 
yes, to the Value of ſome Hundreds of Pounds. And 
his Deo further ſaith, that the foreſaid Reynolds did 
Drive ſeveral Piles without faſtening them, as he oughr 
o have done. And that when Mr. Boſwell was gone to 
London or elſewhere, he the ſaid Reynolds did frequently 
ſent himſelf from the Breach a whole Day together, 


eglected, and the Men not looked after as they ought 


o have been. And this Deponent verily believes, Mr. 


well did not know of the ſaid Reynolds his fo ab- 


enting Himſelf, the Men not daring (as this Deponent 1 


onceives) to Inform againſt the faid Foreman, Reynolds, 


or fear of looſing their Buſineſs under him. 
Virneſs Jolvs Hughes, The Mark of 
Jurat. Coram me Thomas \ Battorme. 
ber 25th, 1746. "IT 
Tho Wilſon. 


or upon the 25th of July 1715, the Works at Dagen- 
am Breach requiring more than ordinary Looking after 


he Saturday before, and twelve Lighters loaden with Chalk, | 
ind a ſufficient Number of Ginn Barges, were alſo in a 
adineſs for that Service. But this Deponent ſaith, that 
at Parmy the Sutler's Door, called in the ſaid Carpenters | 


romoted Drinking, till moſt or all of the Men were Drunk. 


ain them, ſo that they did not Work that Day, where- 


ind ſometimes longer, whereby the Yorks came to be 
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SCA. 
whilſt the Appendix was in the Preſs, I have 


waded much deeper into this Affair of the Breach, 
and have made further Diſcoveries, and drawn together 


count of ; according to the Promiſe I made You, and 
always have the Force of a Command. 5 
When we laſt talked over this Extraordinary Subject, 
you were pleaſed to obſerve, that though there was a 
good deal of Reaſon to ſuſpe&, that ſome of the Truſ- 
tees, eſpecially thoſe belonging to the Trinity-Houſe and 
the Commiſſion of Sewers, were concerned as Partners or 


Sharers with Perry, in his preſent Undertaking of rhe 


Breach; yet it would be expected, that ſome more particu- 
lar and dire& Proof ſhould be made of this; and where the 
Suſpicion was ſo ſtrong, and ſo many ſeemed to be Af- 
fected by it, you could not help being under ſome Sur- 
prize, that no one Truſtee had yet owned or acknow- 
ledged the making or tendring of ſuch an Offer by Per- 
7y; which, they, who had Honour enough to reject, 
would beas forward to diſcloſe : For as for thoſe, who 
had nomore Conſcience than to accept of ſuch a Bargain, 
it could never be hoped they ſhould reveal a Secret, that 
branded themſelves with ſo much Infamy; at leaſt not 
yet, whilſt the Under-Operators obſerved a ſtrict O- 
bedience to their Leaders, and no rrel was like to 
happen about dividing of the Bear's-Skin. Now, Sir, 
you are deſired to take Notice, (for I muſt uſe a little 
Prefacixg, before I directly anſwer you) that when ſome 
of your oppreſſed Country- men, once Land-owners N 

5 che 


IN CE the Date of the foregoing Letter, and 


freſh Proofs, and ſtonger Evidence; which, with the 
Facts that have ariſen in Courſe of Time, ſince the lat- 
ter end of November laſt, I am now to give you an Ac- 


in compliance with your Requeſt, which with me ſhall 


„ „ „ „e ee w-3V COS 


theLevels, wers reduced to thoſe wretchedCircumſtances, 
as to ſee their FertileAcres under Water; and after that, 
the very Fee Simple and Property of them ſunk and ſwal- 
lowed up for ever, by a Tax from the Commiſſioners of 
Sewers; who had let Mr, ard in upon us, the worlt 
and molt devouring Torrent that ever any Levels were vi- 
fited with. When, after this, we had ſome reſpite given us, 
and were allowed a Term of five Months, in which to 
Redeem our Eſtates; but had neither Power nor Intereſt 
enough to bring Mr. Ward to an Account, for the 
Charge that was laid upon them, and the Conſidera- 
tions for which they were Sold ; then it was that we 
found our ſelves inevitably ruined, our A loſt and gone, 
and were made truly Senſible, that the Floods and 
Storms were kinder to us, than our Fellow Creatures. 
Mr. Ward is now in Poſſeſſion of moſt of our Lands; 
and thinks himſelf ſafe and ſecure, ſince we have loſt 
the Benefit of the Clauſe of Redemption, becauſe he was at 
that time above being Accountable to us: And ſhould he 
ever be brought to Account hereafter, perhaps he will 
plead, as he did the other Day, in One of his Deſperate 
Cauſes in Chancery, That his Writings and Accounts 
were Loſt and Burnt in the Great Fire in Thames-Streetr . 
Since then, he who was once our Contractor and Work- 
man, and was ſo well paid for doing nothing, hath made 
his Fortune by our Calamities ; and now Triumphs o- 
ver us, his Contemptible Bubbles, whoſe Lands he has 
got from the Owners, becauſe he could not recover them 
rom the Flood; and now the Lands are his, muſt have 
them recovered at a Publick Charge ; he cannot certainly 
blame us, if (as be is the Winner and may freely Laugh) | 
we claim the Priveledge of Looſers, and deſire leave to 


Speak. This Appeal therefore to the Honour and Con- 


ſcience of all Mankind, is our laſt Refuge; and there is 


all the Reaſon in the World we ſhould Caution our Fel- 


low-Creatures againſt a Man, of whom we have had I 


ſuch Extraordinary Experience; and after all, whate- || 
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Confident, we are not afraid to make uſe of, under the 


the Breach ; and to procure Copies or Abſtratts of what 


Lands, unleſs prevented by the vileſt and moſt a- 
bominable Treachery in Nature. He had ſuffered in his 


it was, that he ſhould be reſtored to the Work, who 


all this, Boſuell, who had met with ſo much Treacher- ore 


— 


ver becomes of us, and though our Caſe ſhould: appea , 
Deſperate and Incapable of Redreſs (as we hope it 2 


not) yet there are others Intereſted in this Affair, whoſe 


Hardſhips and Injuries were brought upon them, in ye 


ſome meaſure, for our Sakes, and are of that deplorable m. 


Nature, that they do not only tcem to Plead for and So · 


licit, but even to require and demand Juſtice and pa 
Satisfaction; which Expreſſions, however Bold and 


Preſent Happy Conſtitution; and if we can be Inſtru- 
mental in procuring Juſtice to be done upon the work 
of Oſtenders in a Private Cauſe, and ſome Redreſs tor 
the Wrongs and Injuries of others, it will be no-ſmal 
Conſolation to us under our own. Accordingly when 
we came to a Reſolution of making this Affair Public pre 
(for, Sir, I will now let you into the Reaſons, why the 
Leiter ſent to you came to be Printed) ſome of us applied 
to Mr. William Boſwell, in order to get out of him al 
that he knew of Mr. Ward, and of the Proceedings at 


Original Papers he had in his Hands. Boſwell had bee 
much our Freind, becauſe he had certainly recoved ou 


Private Fortunes, more than any of us, and therefore we 
pittied him; though his Caſe did not ſeem to be quite ſo Veal 
Deſperate and-Remedyleſs as ours. We aflured him that a 5 
his Name ſuould be made uſe of to his Advantage, and Ig 
his own particular Hardſhips and Wrongs more exact f. f 
and minutely ſtated and laid before the World, than thoſe Nr 
of any other Suflerer; that he might depend upon our A 
Friendſhip and Sincerity ; whoſe deſire was, that the, ©! 
Authors and Abettors of all Frauds and Abuſes at the b 

Breach, might be btought to Juſtice; and whoſe Intereſt ue 


was ſo well Qualified to perform it. Notwithſtanding 


Ous 
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ous and unfair Uſage, was grown very ſhy and reſery'd; 
t I and though he had no Reaſon to believe, that any Old 
ole Land- Ouner in the Levells could be Mr. Murd's F riend, 
ß yet more Arguments than that, and many Artifices were 
able made uſe of, before he would ſuffer his Papers to be 
So. Coppied, or a Narrative to be taken of all the Facts, 
andſ paſſages, and Circumſtances, relating to the Breach, e- 
and ver ſince he came to be concerned in it. 1 hope he has 
the not yet found any Reaſon to be ſorry, for that Share of 
tu: Confidence he at that time repoſed in us: But how- 
erer that be, this I am ſure of, that he has not yet 
ſhewed us all his Papers, nor diſcloſed to us all his E- 
vidence ; and therefore I cannot be ſo particular, as per- 
bps you may expect, in anwſering You, as to the 
lick H proof that may be demanded of Perry's making an 
the Oger to any one or more of the Truſtees, to be concern- 


_ ed with him in his Undertaking. But this in General I 
f 4 an venture to Aſſure you of, that in due Time and Place, 


Proof will be produced of ſuch an Offer made by Perry, 
o one or more of the Truſtees; for indeed ſeveral of 
them have owned as much, before ſufficient Witneſles ; 
hough there is no doubt but ſuch Gentlemen, as had 
Honour enough to reje& the Offer, will be equally Juſt 


we 
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ir, that this Creature, Perry, cold be ſo intolerabl 
Veak, or ſo inſufferably Impudent, as to make an Of- 
er of this Kind to Gentlemen he was not well acquain- 
d with (which in other Terms was to ask them, to 
detray their Truſt, upon a valuable Conſideration) un- 
eſs he had been back d and encouraged by others, in 
n Attempt of this Kind; and had found ſome ready 
nongh to comply with ſo Scandalous and Diſhonour- 
ble a Propoſal : And if this be fo, do you think, any 
hing I am able to ſay, can add to the ill Opinion You 
nd all honeſt Men will have of thoſe, who have no 
ore Regard for Honour and Conſcience, than to make 
eir private Markets of a Truſt, which hath been Re- 

N poſed 


o atteſt the making of it. Now can you imagine, 
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ver becomes of us, and though our Caſe ſhould: appeal 
Deſperate and Incapable of Redreſs (as we — a 
i not) yet there are others Intereſted in this Affair, whole 1 
Harqdſnips and Injuries were brought upon them, in ye 
= ſome meaſure, for our Sakes, and are of that deplorable; ; 
Nature, that they do not only ieem to Plead for and So- Co 
licit,, but even to require and demand Juſtice. andſſp,; 
Satisfaction; which Expreſſions, however Bold and fer 
- Confident, we are not afraid to make uſe of, under the dor 
Preſent Happy Conſtitution; and if we can be Inſtru · Cor 
mental in procuring Juſtice to be done upon the worſ 
of Offenders in a Private Cauſe, and ſome Redreſs tor 
x the Wrongs and Injuries of others, it will be no ſmal 
Conſolation to us under our own. Accordingly when, 
ve came to a Reſolution of making this Aﬀair Public pro. 
(for, Sir, Iwill now let you into the Reaſons, why the; 
Leiter ſent to you came to be Printed) ſome of us applied v 
to Mr. William Boſwell, in order to get out of him all,, 
that he knew of Mr. Ward, and of the Proceedings at 3 
the Breach ; and to procure Copies or Alſtrattts of what _ 
Original Papers he had in his Hands. Boſwell had bees 
much our Freind, becauſe he had certainly recoved onW _ 
Lands, unleſs prevented by the vileſt and. moſt a- 
bominable Treachery in Nature. He had ſuſſered in his 
Private Fortunes, more than any of us, and therefore wie 
pittied him; though his Caſe did not ſeem to be quite fo 
Deſperate and Remedyleſs as ours. We aſſured him that 
his Name ſliould be made uſe of to his Advantage, and 
his own particular Hatdſhips and Wrongs more exact. 
and minutely ſtated and · laid before the World, than thoſe 
of any other Sufferer; that he might depend upon our A 
Friendſhip: and Sincerity ; whoſe deſire was; that the” At 
Authors and Abettors of all Frauds and Abuſes at the b 
Brench, might be btouęht to Juſtice; and whoſe Intereſt & 4 
it was, that he ſhould be reſtored to the Work, who 
was fo well Qualified to perform it. Notwithſtanding 
all this, Boſuell, who had met with ſo much Treacher- 
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ous and unfair Uſage, was grown very ſhy and reſerv d; 
and though he had no Reaſon to believe, that any Old 
Land-Owner in the Levells could be Mr. Mard's Friend, 
u yet more Arguments than that, and many Artifices were 
ble made uſe of, before he would ſuffer his Papers to be 
So. ¶ Coppied, or a Narrative to be taken of all the Facts, 
andi paſſages, and Circumſtances, relating to the Breach, e- 
and ver ſince he came to be concerned in it. 1 hope he has 
the not yet found any Reaſon to be ſorry, for that Share of 
ru-· Confidence he at that time repoſed in us: But how- 
oriierer that be, this J am ſure of, that he has not yet 
ſhewed us all his Papers, nor diſcloſed to us all his E- 
vidence ; and therefore I cannot be ſo particular, as per- 
haps you may expect, in anwſering You, as to the 
Proof that may be demanded of Perry's making an 
Offer to any one or more of the Truſtees, to be concern- 
ied d with him in his Undertaking. But this in General I 
5 an venture to Aſſure you of, that in due Time and Place, 
* proof will be produced of ſuch an Offer made by Perry, 
Wo one or more of the Truſtees; for indeed ſeveral of 
del nem have owned as much, before ſufficient Witneſſes ; 
0 trough there is no doubt but ſuch Gentlemen, as had 
\ *FHonour enough to reje& the Offer, will be equally Juſt 


— o atteſt the making of it. Now can you imagine, 
* ir, that this Creature, Perry, cold be ſo intolerabl 
* eak, or ſo inſufferably Impudent, as to make an Of- 


ind er of this Kind to Gentlemen be was not well acquain- 
* ed with (which in other Terms was to ask them, to 
I detray their Truſt, upon a valuable Confideration) un- 
* els he had been back'd and encouraged by others, in 
n Attempt of this Kind; and had found ſome ready 
ough to comply with ſo Scandalous-and Diſhonour- 
relilble a Propoſal : And if this be fo, do you think, any 
hing I am able to ſay, can add to the ill Opinion You 
nd all honeſt Men will have of thoſe, who have no 
Pore Regard for Honour and Conſcience, than to make 
cir private Markets of a * which hath been Re- 
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poſed in them by their Country. No wonder ſuc 
Tr»ſtees are ſo conſtant in their Attendance, ſo laviſh fffith: 
the Fub::ck Money, and ſo unanimous in their Zeal fa M 
Perry: For jult ſo have I ſeen two or three I!luſtriouthc 
Knights of the Greeu-Chath get themſelves made 7{roxyufffyi 
at Play, and fo ſet other Peoples Money briskly ; thaſthc 
when the Game was done, and the Company -retiredfſbe 
they might Divide the Spoil with their Brethren. a 
I believe, Sr, I ſhall add conſiderably to your Wondf 1 
er and Surprize, when I acquaint you further, that othe oi 
Offers of che ſame Nature have been made, in good Neſhcal 
Noney, and on that Occaſion Perry, who had then pf! 
fuch faſt hold of the Purſe- ſtrings, was not thought Mis 
Agent of conſequence enough to drive ſuch a BargaiWra 
No leſs than rwo Honourable Truftees condeſcended ¶ ue 
take upon themſelves this mean Office, and theſe wenerr: 
Mr. Ward and Coll. Bennet; who ofter'd a truly HonourFhot | 
able Truſtee, Coll. Coote, a Thouſand Pounds, upon Conor 
dition he would come into their Meaſures ; whidfan | 
the Collonel not only rejected with comtempt, but lig{ham 
tze Man of Honour he hath always been, diſcloſed till th 
1 Piece of Treachery to a Committee of the HonourdlWor! 
Houſe of Commons. Tis true, Collonel Bennet difificnſe 
fay ſomething in anſwer to this Charge, by way of Awec 
batement and Excuſe; and I will do him the Juſtice tetwc 
Affirm, that I verily believe the Apology he made ({udÞn A, 
us it is) was altogether his own Contrivance : For Mf any 
would have Inſinuated, that truly Their Meaſurnſpre, 
were moſt likely to ſtop the Breach; fo that if Collonquſt 
Coote would come into Their Meafures, and the Stoſſonou 
ſhould be made, then it would be as good as a Thouſaſ due 
Pounds to him; he having Lands in the Levels whidqpould 
would thereby be recovered from the Flood and gon t « 
ſtored to him. Thus far Collonel Bennet: And thiis Fri 
Amuſement might ſerve a Turn for three or four Me all 
nutes, provided the Cauſe were never to be revived $ a F. 
ny more: For both He and Mr. Ward knew very we * 
ES OG. | ho tn 15 1 


uch 
voii that this Inquiry came in only by the Bye; that the 
foi Main Affair of the Breach was not then directly before 
outhe Committee, that it dropt, as it were, by Conſent, 
xjawichourt a Report, and was deſign'd in Reſerve for ano- 
thaffther Seon; ſo that neither He nor Mr. ard were to 
red be Confronted with Collonel Coote, nor any Reply to be 

ade to this moſt elaborate and ſurprizing Excuſe. For 


the would perhaps have been told, that Collonel Coote has 
Neacaly no Land in the Overflowed Levels, tho' a Relation 
nf his has about three Acres, which are entirely at the 
it iuMDiſpoſal of the Perſon now in Poſſeſſion of them; al- 
gan ys provided, that Mr. Hard and his Commiſſioners of 
d Heuers have not over- loaded them with Taxes (as moſt 
wencrrainly they have) or perhaps Sold them (which is 
,outFor unlikely.) For then who is like to be the better 
Conor theſe Three High-priz'd Acres, none but themſelves 
zhidWan be able to Inform You. I muſt own, Sir, I am a- 
 libamed of repeating ſuch egregious Trifles : For what's 
iz this to the Offer of a Thouſand Pounds? Or can any 
rah lortal imagine, that a Gentleman of that very good 
+ difÞenſe and Diſcernment, of which Collonel Coote is al- 
pf Aﬀpwed to be Maſter, cannot eafily ſee the Difference 
ce etween a Down-right Bribe in Moneys Numbred, and 
(fudI} Argument drawn from the Proſpe& or Conſideration 
or Hf any future Intereſt or Advantage. This Charge there- 
aſunſpre, which is of a very Black and Hainous Nature, 
Hlonqpuſt ſtill Rand out in its full Force againſt theſe Two 
Sto honourable 7 ; and when it comes to be reviv'd 
«ſar due Form, I ſuppoſe it will be expeRed that they 
whiqpould come provided with a better Anſwer. For I 

d ron t Queſtion, but Mr. Ward has by this time aſſur c 
d this Friend, Collonel Bennet, that ſuch Kind of Apologies 
r Mpc all together as Forcible, tho' not quite ſo Graceful, 
ed $4 Free and Open Ceufeſſon. i 3 

vel I believe, Sr, among all thoſe, who are intimate 
thJith Mr. Ward, or _ Bennet, or with their Cha- 
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rafters, there is not one, who will not appear morW1f 
ſurpriz d at Mr. Ward's Share of Conduct in this Mat u- 
ter, than at Collonel Bennet s. That Gentleman's dex Li 
terous Penetration and Sagacity uſed to ſet him much a ;- 
bove a Miſtake of this wretched ſort ; or whenever hc 
Blunder'd, twas not his Cuſtom to do it in ſo vulgar an ¶ loc 
courſe a Manner. I have heard both at the Banł an me 
Blackuell Hall, as alſo among the Dealers in Hemp auſſ en. 
Sail-Cloath, but eſpecially thoſe, who are concern'd int in 
Allom-Trade, that no Man can get over a Difficulty, the 
buſtle through a Scrape, with more Eaſe and AgiliWnen 
than himſelf, and that he is Maſter of all the Fore ſig dir 
and Cunning, that is neceſſary to defeat an Enem Ar 
in the Purſuit, and to hinder his being trac'd or detect got 
in any of his ſecret Deſigns or Intreagues of InterelWat : 
Boſwell looks upon him with Awe and Terror in th hin 
Requeſt, and hath been taught his Diſtance by very coſ con 
vincing Experiments; and yet as plain a MechaniciÞ tai 
he is, he was once ſet on by his Friends, to fing evei 
Mr. Ward's Pulſe, and to try his Temper and Bya@Mr 
upon the Article of his own private Advantage. the 
cordingly, about the Time of his endeavouring Op 
make a ſecond Contract with the Truſtees, he viſited M pen 
Ward at Hackney ; and among other Things that pai Pub 
between them in Diſcourſe, Boſwell was pleas'd to fol him. 
was as ready, and as willing, to thank æny Friend, or 10 
grateful to any Gentlemen, ꝛcho ſhould ſtand by him, as hisCoſ mad 
petitors, or as any other Man, upon whom Mr. Ward could Trin 
flow his Favours. This he often repeated, or Words to if thin! 
ſame Purpoſe ; and rheſe Expreſſions procur'd him f two 
the Time a very kind Reception, a very handſome H Con. 
tertainment, low Bows, ſmiling Looks, and Services aſconc. 
fair Promiſes in abundance. But the direct Anſulknov 
that was made to what Boſwell advanc'd, conſiſted Inas, 
no more than this— Sir, My Counting-Houſe is in Stockfand ! 
| Market —— If he drank to Boſwell, ſtill he affurfiÞowe 
him That his Counting-houſe was in Stocks-Market Jr E! 
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mon If he ſhook him by the Hand Sill his Counting-houſe 
Mar was in Stocks-Marker. And when he took his 
de Leave— Well, Mr. Boſwell, you know my Counting-houſe 
is in Stocks- Market. Boſceliwas not ſo perfectly un- 
J acquainted with the Ways of the World, as to over- 
look the Meaning of this Emphatical Eccho ; but he had 
more Honour (though a Mechanick) and more Conſci- 
ence (tho' his ALL was at Stake) than to take a Step 
in Compliance with ſuch an Invitation. He had made 


y, the Experiment he propos d to make, and therefore 
gilißz never ſet Foot in Mr. Ward's Counting-houſe, nor ever 
(10M directly or indirectly treated with him further upon this 


Article. However, when all was over, and Perry had 
got the Breach, Mr. Ward's Clark meeting Beſuell 
at a Tavern near Soc Market, did not fail to upbraid 
him with his Folly ; and aflur'd him, that if he had 
come according to his Maſter's Invitation, he had cer- 
W tainly been admitted to the Undertaking. But what- 
Jever Notion that Gentleman (as a Retainer to 
Mr. Ward) may be pleas'd to entertain of Folly, yet 
the Guilt of that ſort, which Beſuell, in this Caſuiſt's 
Opininion, hath incurr'd, he never did, nor can, re- 
pent of; and if he never ſhould, yer he ſtill hopes the 
Publick will be Good-naturd enough to forgive 
him. 

Sir, There are two Bodies of Men of whom TI have 
Cu made frequent Mention in my Letter, and theſe are the 
ld Trinity-houſe Maſters and Commiſſioners of Sewers. I 
to ti think this a proper Time to acquaint you with aSecret or 
m two, and to make ſome further Obſervations upon the 
e N Conduct, Temper and Diſpoſition of the Gentlemen 
es alſconcern'd in either of theſe Capacities. You are to 
nſwſknow, Sir, That whoever is a Commiſſioner of Sewers, 
tedſhas, in that Capacity only, a very confiderable Power 
rockſand Intereſt at the Breach. Nor is there much leſs 
xluſPower and Intereſt belonging to a Tr:iaity-houſe Maſter, | 
err Elder-Brother, on the ſame, Account; the Naviga- i 

| | | tion 
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tion of the River being ſo nearly concern'd in the 

Breach, and the Care of that Navigation in a great 
Meaſure entruſted with the Society of the Trinity-Houſe : ¶ v. 
And neither theſe Rights of the Trinity-Houſe, nor I m. 
thoſe of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, are taken away by fl 75e 
the A, which erecis a New Truſt or Power, diſtinct I K 
from the other Two. This being the Caſe, where one to 
and the ſame Gentleman happens to be a Truſtee, à l an- 
Commiſſiouer of Sewers, and it may be a Land Owner in} l 
to the bargain ; or where one and the ſame Gentle. I (,/ 
man happens to be a Truſtee, and a Trinity-Houſe-Maſtn,i of 
as I think there are ſome Inſtances of all three Po-. He 
ers, that by the Aci, that of the Trinity-Houſe, and pa 
that of the Commiſſion of Sewers, being united in one 
and the ſame Perſon, every ſuch Coalition of diſtind 
Powers renders thoſe, in whom theſe Powers are rni- 
ted, an Over-match for the reſt who mect and fit at 
the ſame Board. Hence it is that theſe Gentlemen, 

who are of the meaneſt Quality, and of the leak 
Fortunes and Eſtates of all the Treſt:es, have yet the 
greateſt Power at the Breach, by reaſon of their doubt 
and #eble Capacities, all relating to the ſame Bulincks 
Hence it is, that they have taken upon themſelves the 
entire Manage vent of this Affair, from firſt to laſt, un- 
der the leading of Mr. Ward; who is a Truſtee, a Com 
miſſioner of Sewers,and a Land-Owner. And this perhaps 
was one of the Reaſons, why the many Gentlemen 
of Honour and Fortune, who never had any thing to dc 
at the Breach, till they were nam'd as 7 uſtees in tix 
AZ, and who, for that very Reaſon, were certainly thi 
propereſt and moſt impartial Judges in this Affair 
thought fit to leave the entire Mar emit of the Truſ 
to thoſe, who were ſo ready to take it upon them, and 
who,in their other Capacities, had been ſo long acquai 
ted with the Breach, before the Act was made; and un 
der whoſe Direction, all former Proceedings at Dagenhanſ 

were tranſacted. But, Sir, I muſt obſerve to you fur 
| the 
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ther, that the Place of a Trinity-honſc-Mafter, is a Place 
the of Profit ; and ſome Gentlemen have of late made the 
cat ¶ Place of a Commiſſioner of Sewers, very Profitab!e as 
Je: well as the other, or elſe the Citizens of London are widel 
not © miſtaken in their Calculations. Now the Place of Tru 
by tee ought to be Free from all Conſiderations of this 
nal Kind: But where this Capacity (as I obſerved) comes 
one to be joyned with one, or both, of the other Two, 
„ A and all relating to the ſame Buſineſs, the Cn is, 
in whether the Honour of the Truſte? is moſt likely to 
tle-M ſwallow up the Profits of the Commiſſioner of Sewers or 
ten of the Trinity Houſe-Maſter; or whether the Profits, 
ov. Hopes and Expectations, that belong to theſe tuo Ca- 
ani pacities, may not in ſome meaſure affect the Honour of 
one the Third, which ought to be the moſt diſintereſted ; 
LCM or whether, laſtly, the Rights and Decorums of each Of- 
care fice are kept up diſtinctly, and ſeperated with ſo much 
© UMexacineſs, though meeting in one and the ſame Gentle- 
nem man, that they never mingle or interfere with each o- 
lealſther. This certainly is the Cale with ſome of the Trini- 
ty Houſe-Maſters and Commiſſioners of Sewers, who are 
Men of Worth and Probity ; bur they have appeard but 
Wildom, too ſeldom indeed in this Affair: And for the 
s UWreft, let the World judge, whether, ſuppoſing theſe 
{Men were the firſt in Qualityand Eſtates of all the Traſ- 
zom tees in the Liſt, (as they are the meaneſt in both reſpe&s) 
they would not {till appear to be, on account of theſe 
Temprations and Byaſſes, by far the moſt unqualified 
o put a Truſt of this high Nature in Execution. Cer- 
tainly, Sir, ſince the Breach appeared to be ſo wretch- 
edly Managed, whilſt the Care of it was altogether 
in the Hands of the Commiſſtioners of Sewers and Trinity 
ouſe-Maſters, that the Publick thought it neceſſary to 
nqqappoint other and better Truſtees in this Affair; it could 
never be ſuppoſed, that when ſome of theſe very Trinity 
ouſe-Maſters and Commiſſioners of Sewers had the Fa- 
our to be made Truſtees, they ſhould, in Virtue of this 
„ new. 
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new Power, begin to manage ſo very uprightly all on a 
ſuddain, as thereby to engroſs the Sole Care of the 
Breach to themſclves, for ſo in effe& rhey have done: 
And when, Sir, you recolle& the Facts and Paſſages ! 
J have formerly laid before You, what I now Offer, ! 
by way of Obſervation upon this mixture of Offices, al 4 
relatitg to one and the ſame Buſineſs, and not by way of 


Chequè (for no Man is a proper Cheque upon Himſelf) - 


will hardly appear to be altogether a Dry Moral, ot t 
meer Theory and Speculation. But I am now to acquaint} p 
you with a Fadi or two, which will ſtrike a much ſtrong · 4. 
er Light upon theſe Obſervations, and readily ſheyſ Þ 
Tou, with how much Eaſe they are reducible to Pray bi 
tice. 3 | h 
| Notwithſtanding the Breach hath been carryed on at 
a Publick Charge, tor more than two Years laſt paſ? ; yet 
are not the heavy Hands of the Commiſſioners of Sewer 
taken off from the Poor Land-Owners and Private Suffer. 
ers; which is what perhaps the Gentlemen of you 
Houſe are not yet acquainted with. For, Sir, Mr 
IVard and other Truſtees, who are alſo Commiſſioners 
Sewers, do conſtantly and almoſt every Saturday, me 
their Brethren at ford as formerly, and there Tranſat 
the Buſineſs of the Breach, by a Power diſtin& from that 
contained in the Aci; and of theſe Meetings no Accoun 
is taken by the Court of Truſtees at Guild-hall, from whol Vig 
Juriſdiction they pretend they are exempted. Here the 
lay Faxes, make Decrees, ſell Eſtates, and order Payment 
to be made to Mr. Ward as uſual : Who, in effect, Pays anc 
Receives at the ſame time. For you are to know, Sir, Th: 
all theſe mighty Powers are realy comprehended in that ter 
rible Commiſſion, the Commiſſion of Sewers. Perry moſt com. 
monly attends at theſe Meetings; and tis not Tuo Month” | 
ago, that a conſiderable Sum of Money was actualli _ 
paid, at one of theſe Courts, to Mr.JYard, on Account Wh 
the Breach, over and above the 28000 J. he had receive, Hel 
before; and to what a Sum his Receipts are by this tin 2 | 
advanc 


advanced, none but the Officers of theſe Courts, if they © 
will ſubmit themſclves to your Juriſdiction, can be in a 
Condition to inform You. - At the time of Mr. Wards 
receiving this Money, there happened ſomething, which 
in the Opinion of the Land-Owners, then preſent, ſeemed, 
amidſt all their Sufferings, to carry with it very much of 
the Air of Low-Comedy and Farce. The Landlord of the 
Angel, where they Meet, had it ſeems a Demand upon 
them in Chalk, and deſired they would be pleaſed to. 
pay his Score, which I think amounted to more than 
40 J. But he was put off with a Promiſe, that when the 
Breach was ſtopt, he ſhould be paid all: and to make 
him eaſy, Capt. Perry, with great Gravity, aflur'd him, 
that. the Breach would certainly be ſtopt by July next. 
Here, Sir, You have ſuch a Mixture arid Confuſion of 
Powers and Proceedings, as is enough- to darken any 
Account, and Stifle any Enquiry, by rendring it to the 
laſt Degree perlexed and intricate. Here you ſee the 
Parlimentary Truſt, and Commiſſion of Sewers , finely 
jumbled together; a Publick Tax, and a Private, jog- _ 
ing on briskly together, whilſt the Works ſtand ſtock- 
uli; a Contractor under the Courts at Guild-hall, doing 
suit and Service to thoſe at Hford; and a Tavern-H ore 
left to be paid, out of the Moneys granted by Parlia- 
nent: But I hope, Sir, Your Prudence, Judgment, and 

Vigilence, will help to drive away theſe Mitts, and re- 
move theſe Obſtructions; that you may find a Clue to 
this Labyrinth, and trace the Intreague through all its 
Mazes ; that the Monſter may be brought out into op- 
en Day-light, and expoſed in its proper Colours and 
Deformities. | 7 

As to the Gentlemen of the Trinity Houſe, their Pow- 
ers, Intereſt, and Priveledges, cannot be ſo well known, 
decauſe indeed they are not altogether ſo fit to be 


Whence they frequently take an occaſion to Talk big of 


eir Power, becauſe they know the Men they have to 
= O deal! 
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eveal'd, the Poſſeſſors of them being Sworn to Secrecy. | 
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dceal with, cannot ſo readily tell whether they have 
S ſuch a Power or no, as they often pretend to. And this 
ſometimes helps them to conſiderable Advances, in 


a good while in this Temper, before they could be pre- 


that very Act of Parliament, which, in their other Capa- 


— 


#, 


* 


the way of their Authority; for they make as many 
Pr ecedents of this fort as they can. When ſo many of 
them came to be made Truſtees for Executing the Act, 1 
Boſwell, though he was a Contractor for the Publick, and 
had agreed with them as Truſtees, yet becauſe he did it 
in Qppoſition to their Freind, Mr. Ward, found them v 
troubleſome to him in their other Capacity of Tri- t 
zity-Honufe-Mafters. For after he had Contracted to re- I 
move and carry away the Shelf or Sand- banb, at the il {« 
Mouth of the Breach, which was adjudged to be the @ v 


Main Obſtruction to the Navigation of the River; theſe E 


Gentlemen, at his firſt going to Work, forbid their Un- ta 
der- Officers, Agents, and Servants at the Trinity-Houſe, fre 
from employing any of their Veſſels, and themſelves from ff fe. 


entr ing into any Contract with Boſwell, for removing this I ſh 
. Sand-bauk: 


And at the ſame time they ſcnt to Boſwel, 
to threaten him, that if he offered to put any Part or 
Parcels of the Sand- ban on Board any Veflek, they 
would Sue him for Invading their Rights and Prive 
ledges; the ſole Property of Ballaſt being veſted in 
them by Patent. I can aſſure you, Sir, they continued 


vailed with to alter it; and how could Boſuel remove ot 
carry away the Sand-bank, if he were not to put the 
teaſt Part of it on Board any Veſlel in the River > So 
that here wasa plain Defign in theſe Gentlemen, to hin- 
der the removing of an Obſtruction, which was adjudged 
to affect that very Navigation of the River, which it 
was the proper Buſineſs of their Society to preſerve ; and 
alſo to defeat, in one Capacity as Trinity-Houſe-Maſters, 


city as Truftees, they were obliged to Execute, I ſhall 
uſe no ſevere Reflections upon this ſort of Conduct; the 
rather, becauſe the Gentlemen themſelves ſeemed to 

22. Confl item; 


the 
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Condemn it, by receeding from it ſome time after, being 
not perhaps well ſecured againſt the ill Conſequences of 
ſuch a Proceeding ; only I believe, Sir, You are by this 


time very well ſatisfied, as to the Account I promiſed | 


you, of the Temper, and Diſpoſitions of this ſort of - 
People. | | 
During the time of his being at Work, Boſwell endea- 
voured to procure an Order, that no Reeds ſhould be cut at 
the Breach ; of which there is abundance growing in the 
Levells, and whilſt theſe are ſtanding, they ſerve, in 
ſome meaſure to break the Force of the Floods and Back- 
water, and are uſeful on that Account to an Undertaker. 
However, ſo ſmall a favour could by no means be ob- 
tained ; but Perry has an expreſs Order to that purpoſe, 
from the Commute of Sewers ; and though this Dit- 
ference ſeems to be of a trifling Nature, yer it really 
ſhews the Temper of Men, and their partial Inclinati- 
ons, 1n as a clear a manner, as any other Proceedings of 
much greater Conſequence. Now can you think, Sr, 
that there is no ſort of Metal clapt on to make a Byaſs of 
this very ſtrong Propenfity ; or can you imagine, that there 
are no weighty Conſiderations to toſs down one of the 
Scales with ſo much violence, when there is every thing 
in the other, that uſed to be reckoned valuable among the 
better ſort of Mankind? No wonder One or Tuo of theſe 
forward and zealous Gentlemen, have ſet up their 
Coaches, ſince Perry built his Houſe at the Breach ; and 
where there was ſuch a powerful Confederacy formed 
to ruin Poor Boſivel, Mr. Ward might very well uſe that 
Expreſſion, which he one day threw out at the Breach. 
Well —ſays he—Let Boſwell go on in his Work, with Fear 
and Trembling—— This was a very hearty Menace, and 
ſounded harſhly enough out of the Mouth of an Honour» Þþ 
able Truſtee; but we hope the Day is drawing near, 8 
when even the Great Mr. Ward himſelf may not poſſibly 
be without one or two cold Fits of the very ſame Di- 


ſemper, b_ 


= POSTSCRFPT,. 
= Whenever Boſwe/ has ſhew'd any of his ſhort Caſes, ||| a 
or recited his Hardſhips, to ſuch Gentlemen, as he B 


imagin'd might one time or other be inſtrumental in I th 
bringing his Cauſe to a free and impartial Hearing; he | tu 
| hath found in general, that the two main Arguments, ] ar 
which have been made uſe of by way of Anſwer to his ¶ be 
Caſe , and appear to be the moſt prevailing in com- ha 
mon Converſation upon this Subject, are theſe ; Firſt, I 
That the Board of Truſtees conſiſts of ſo many truly N wl 
Honourable and worthy Gentlemen, that it can never I ec 
be imagin'd they ſhould lay any Hardſhips ; and next to fff yo 
impoſſible, they ſhould impoſe any Wrongs or Injuries N wi 
upon an honeſt and fair Contractor. But the Reply HW. 
this is eaſy and natural: For this very Anſwer is rea- N M 
ly one of the worſt and greateſt of Boſwe!l's Grievan-· I Co 
ces, that there ſhould be ſo many Gentlemen of {of M: 
much Worth and Honour in the Liſt of Truſtees, who Op 
never appear d at the Board. For had they conſtantly in 


attended, Boſuell had never been us'd thus; or were Un 


they at this time to fit in Judgment over him, all his 
Rights and Intereſts ſhould with the greateſt Chearful 
neſs imaginable be ſubmitted to their Arbitration. But 
this Matter hath been fully treated of already; and ſo 
much hath been ſaid upon it, that I do not ſee there i; 
the leaſt Shadow of a Proof left behind this Obje&ion,ſperer. 
The Other Argument muſt be anſwered a little morewhe! 
at large; and that is, that truly Captain Perry's Scheme bec: 
or Model had the Approbation of thoſe Engineers, to Boſu 
whole Judgment it was referred, and was by them pre- 
ferred to Boſwel!'s ; ſo that good and skilful Engineer 
being the beſt Judges of Works of this Kind, the World 
out of Regard to their Opinion, and relying upon thei 
ſuperiour Knowledge, will certainly expect a bette 
Iſſue from Perry's Scheme than from Boſwell's ; the for 
mer being ſo well approv d, and the latter entirely rc 
jected. Now, Sir, before I have done my Poſtſcript, tl 
ſhall produce that which will effectually anſwer thi 
1 in 


is | been much better approv'd than Perry's. If the Breach 
n- had been a Dry Breach, of the Military ſort ; and the 
ft, Works required to make it up, of the ſame k ind with thoſe 
ly which belong to a Fortified Town, ; then indeed Engi- 
ver ſl neers would make the beſt Judges in this Affair. But 
to I you ſhall have the Opinion of Collonel Bennet himſelf, 
es who profeſſes the ſame Art, upon this very Reference: 
Vo declar'd that in Works of this Nature, One good 
-al- ¶ Mechanick was a better Judge than a Thouſand Engineers. 
an- Collonel Armſtrong (one of the Engineers, to whom this 
 {ofÞ Matter was referr'd) ſeems to have been of the ſame 
yvho Opinion, tho' he is certainly a Gentleman of great Skill 
ly inMilitary Affairs: For he modeſtly declar'd, That this 
ere ¶ Undertaking of the Breach, was out of his Depth; a 


his Thing foreign to his Profeſſion, and he did not pretend 


ful to be a competent Judge of it. As for Brigadier Ri- 
Bu dards (the other Engineer, concern'd in this Reference) 
d ſoſbe was indeed ſomewhat more peremptory in deciding 


re the Difference between the ſeveral Models; but how- 


ion. erer, he cannot eaſily take upon himſelf to determine, 
norelwhether the Judgment he then gave were right or no; 
emeſ} becauſe he really never did, nor would ſee or puruſe 
5, to Boſwell's Model; but as he was pulling it out of the 
pre Caſe to ſhew him, poſitively told him, It would not do. 
And as to Captain Perry's Model, I do not ſee how that 
can well be called by the Name of a Model, which was re- 
ally no other than a Sketch or Draught upon Paper; and 


ery skilful and well-experienc'd, ſhould ever be able to 


0 : . Wenn Ke 
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and indeed all other Obje&ions of the ſame Nature: 
ie But at prefent, I have enough to ſay, with regard to 
in this particular Point, to convince any reaſonable Crea- - 
ie ture, that there is really no great Force in this way of 

„ J arguing; and that in Fact, Boſwell's Scheme hath _ 


t can never be conceiv'd,that any Sett of Men, though 


43 
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ake ſo good a Judgment of ſuch an imperfe& Piece, as 
pr, hey could do of a full aud compleat Model; or gueſs 
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with any Certainty at che Succeſs of it, how far it was f 
Practicable, and what were like to be the Conſequences, N ce 
When it came to be work'd upon and put in Execution, R 
Thus, Sir, you may plainly ſee, that this Judgment or 
or Reference, was never regularly and impartial © 
made, that the Matter was really never under the Cog: Ii 
nizance of proper J:dges, and that if Mechanicks (which ly 
is certainly molt true) are the beſt qualify'd to de- 
termine this Difference, B:ſwel's Model was then bet. 
ter approv'd than any other. The Truth is, Baſuel 
never declin'd ſhewing or explaianing his Scheme to any 
one, who had the leaſt Reputation for Skill or Jude- 
ment in ſuch Works, or was at all inquiſitive about 
them; and where-cver he could hear of any Gentle 
men, whoſe Tait or Genius lay this way, he made it 
his Buſineſs to find them out, and to converſe with 
them upon the Subject of his Undertaking. When Mr, 
Deſagulliers (a Gentleman well known in the World, 
for his Knowledge in the Theory of the Mathematicks and 
Mechanics) was reported to have recommended a 
del for the Breach, which conſiſted chieffy of Ponrom: 
ard to have read ſome Lectures upon it; Boſwell ſoa 
found an Opportunity to be with him, and was as read 
to communicate his own Enquiries, as to learn an 
thing from a good Artificer, that might be of uſe u 
h'm at the Breach. He was once himſelf of the ſami 
Opinion, that Pantoons were a very good Method; an 
had accordingly made out Draughts of ſome, for tha 
Purpoſe ; which are ſtill by him, being contrived in 
very maſterly Manner, and with great Skill and Judgf 
ment ; as well for breaking the Force of the Floods 
and Back-water, as for the Conveniency of pouring 
waſt Quantities of Chalk, to fix them in their Station 
and fill up the Angles on every fide. But the Nature 
the Ground at the Breach was ſuch, that he ſoon fou 
this Scheme to be i npracticable, and that _ 
| | | f Keale 


ſo that he was oblig'd to drop that Deſign, and pro- 


Reaſons he then gave Mr. Deſagulliers for this Opini- 
on of his, he is very ſure that Gentleman hath not yet 
forgot; and if they were not of Weight enough to ob- 


ly ſo mnch Force as to prevail with him not to condemn 
B. ſuell's Project. So that on all theſe Accounts it is 
J :ororiouſly plain and evident, that Boſwell hath in eve- 
ry Reſpe& rendered himſelf as well qualified for the 
Publick Service, as could be expected from any Under- 
taker whatever, and hath fully and faithfully diſcharg'd 
5 Part of an Honeſt, Skilful, and Well- meaning Ar- 
© tificer. 

I am now, Sr, to acquit my ſelf of the other Part of 
the Promiſe Imade you ; which was to lay before you 
In Account of ſuch Facts, as have ariſen in Courſe of 
Time, ſince the latter End of November laſt. Before 
thar Month expir'd, Perry writes to Boſwell, to acquaint 
him, that a Storm had happen'd, which had blown up 


Wconfiderable Damage to his Works; whereby ſome of 
cadſghis Materials were actually turn'd adrift, and others in 
an Danger of being loſt and deſtroy'd ; whereupon he pro- 
iſe ufpos d to him, to ſend down any Servants or A- 
ſamBFoents, to take Care of ſuch his Materials; and Perry. 
anqpromiſes, that he would give free Leave and Permiſſion 
thao any ſuch Servant or Agent to come down to the 
d in Breach, and take Care accordingly. Now, Sir, this is 
Jadgk new and freſh Acknowledgment of Boſwe/!'s Right to 
ooh is Materials and Effefs, even in the Opinion, and by 
ing he Confeſſion of Perry himſelf: And withal, it is a ve- 
tions ſtrong Argument for the Goodneſs and Maſterly 
ure M ontrivance of Boſwel's Works, which now appear to 
founſave laſted fo very long, notwithſtanding all Storms and 
e ES | 

Leal 


cced altogether by Surcing, Banking, and Piling. The. 


lige him to alter his own Judgment, they had certain- 


part of the Apron of one of his S uices, and had done 
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Reaſon to apprehend, theſe Pantoons would blow uß; 
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| Floods, and the Damages formerly done to them, which 
Perry never repair'd, but hath rather contributed to the 
utter ruining and demoliſhing of them. And this is ſtill 


ſo much the more remarkable with reſpe& to Boſwel!'s 


Sluices, becauſe they were the moſt damag'd part of his 


Works; the Booms and Flood-gates, belonging to thoſe 
Sluices, being cut away and diſtroyed; ſo that they 
lay expoſed to every High-Wind and Tide, and to the 
rigours of the Vinter-Seaſon. But certainly it was none 
of Boſwel''s Buſineſs te concern himfelf any further in 
this Aflair: For Perry, at his coming to the Breach, 
took Poſſeſſion of all his Effects and Materials, and made 
uſe of ſome, and demoliſhed the reſt, according to his 
own Will and Pleaſure. He looked upon every thing 
he found there as his own ; and took upon him to pluck 
up, and pull down, to cut, alter, and convert, juſt as he 


pleaſed; but when a Storm happens, and any of the 
Efefts or Materials are gone adrift, or in danger of be- 
ing loſt; then preſcntly they become Mr. Boſwell's, and 


he is ſent for to look after them. This Rediculous Piece 
of Grimace, Capt. Perry imagines, may paſs for a Point 
of Honour, or Juſtice: But I can hardly think he would 
be able to find a Fury of Twelve Men, capable of ap- 


. proving ſuch Proceedings, among the Wildeſt and moſt 


Savage Inhabitants of the Dominions of Muſcovy. 
In December following, Boſwell began to prepare Mat- 
ters for a Hearing, and to put himſelf in a readineſs a- 


f 


Crit 


gainſt the approaching Seſſion of Parliament. But off An 

cautious was he of taking the leaſt raſh Step, and ſoſ jn it, 
tender of the Reputation and Welfare even of his Ene- of St 
mies; that he firſt wrote to Mr. Ward and Capt. Perryff ferer 
to give them notice of his intended Proceedings, and tdfelabc 


induce them, if poſſible, to alter their Meaſures ; and 
by doing Him and the Publick Juſtice, prevent any furJ 
ther Trouble or Application for Redreſs. Neither of thoſq 
Gentlemen hath as yet condeſcended to return any An. 
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ſwer to what Boſwell wrote: Only Mr. Ward was 
the pleaſed to tell a Friend of Boſwel''s, that he had received 
till N 2 Noſenſical Letter from him, and that Boſwel ſtood in 
lis own Light. This laſt Reflection is undoubtedly Juſt 
his ] and True: Boſwel, by ſtanding ſo long in Mr. A ard's 
ofe way, hath molt certainly ſtood in his own ; and had he 
icy || cloſed with his Meaſures, might perhaps have been as 
the much in his favour, as Capt. Perry. But he had rather 
one bear theſe Reproaches of Mr. Ward, than make himſelf 
in ¶ liable to the Cenſures of the Publick, and of his own Con- 
ch, ſcience; and he hopes the Approbation of his Country, 
ade will make him ſome amends, for Mr.ZFVard's Diſpleaſure ; 
his with whom he can never agree, in his Notions concern- 
ing ing Light and Darkneſs. As to the Nonſeuce contained 
ack in Boſuells Letter, at which Mr. Ward ſeems to be ſo 
he much offended ; Men of Candor will be eaſily prevailed 
the with, to overlook and pardon it: For it can never be 
be- N expected, that a plain honeſt Mechanick, ſuch as Boſ- 
and I wel really is, ſhould write up to the Spirit and Ele- 
ecegance of Mr. Ward; when he Harangues a Veſtry, or 
int ¶ Diſplays his Talent, before a Board of Trinity-Houſe= 
uldſ Maſters or Commiſſioners of Sewers. But however, that 
ap- ¶ you may not ſay Lhave concealed any of Boſwell's Faults 
olt or Imperfe&ions, you ſhall en take his Nouſence into 
the Account; and I will here inſert that very Letter 
at- at large, upon which Mr. ard hath been fo ſevere a 
S 2· Critick, without varying one Point from the Original : | 
 foff And I do this the rather, becauſe there are ſomeThings I} 
| ſof in it, which, in their homely Dreſs and plain Simplicity 
Jof Style, ſcem to plead more ſtrongly for the Poor Sut- 
| ferer, than any, hee Expreſſions of a more artful and 
1 on nildo den: +. 1: ror 
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TT HE time is drawing near, when I hope I ſhall ſee 


my ſelf redreſſed, tor the manyHardſhips I have 't 
te andergoneat Dagenham Breach. Theſe Hardſhips, howe- 


f 


I 


ever ſevere they have been to me, will not provoke me to 

** depart from the Reſolution I have taken, to uſe only the 

** molt fair and honourable Means for doing my ſelf Juſ- 

i © tice. You will therefore pardon my Application to you, 

when you reflect, how great a Hand you have had in 

** all my Sufferings ; and that the Management of the 

* Truſt, repoſed in the Commiſſioners, hath been chiefly ur- 

* deryour Direction. I am very well ſatisfied, that a very" 

© conſiderable part of my Contract, was contrary to the In 

* Af of Parliament; that by a particular Clauſe in it, II 

< ought at this very time to be in Poſſeſſion of the Breach i be 

that the Money paid to Capt. Perry was really due to MI 

me, it being Money arifing from the Duties Collected intert 

- < my Time; and my Works better deſerved it, than ani Tr: 

© thing done by Capt. Perry, at the Time of his receivinſ® E 

* it. I am alſo well aſſured, that I ought to be Relieve? £ 

© for the ſecret Injuries done to Me and the Publick, b. 

= <© thoſe who conſpired to ruin the Works, in the moſffac 

m *© Villanous Manner; beſides what I ſuffer'd by StormP'2c 

Land Tempeſts. TheſethingsI am perſwaded will deſerve 

| © a favourable Conſideration ; and as I have a clear Title Lc 

1 © to the Effects I left behind me at the Breach, ſo I malte! 
| no doubt of recovering a Reaſonable Allowance for mich 

© Scheme and Plan of Working, and my Labour and Painulc 

in bringing it ſo near a Concluſion ; every thing I dies r 

being ſo well approved of, and Capt. Perry (as you welp Bc 

* know) being now at length obliged to vary from his ow. ti 

Method, which was firſt propoſed, and now comes iiſſapf 

** to mine. This, Sir, is my Caſe: Theſe are my Dou o 

* mands; and I think I have all the Equity in the Worlſy Fe 

Jon my fide, to call them by that Name, and to inſiff my 

don them with the Authors and Abetters of my Suffeſbe ! 
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«ings. I.intreat you, Sir, to uſe your Intereſt (which is 
* ſo very great) tor my Relief under each of theſe Arti- 
ſee cles. I would owe to your Favour, what I can claim 
ave from your Juſticc; and I beſeech you conſider, at whoſe 
ve Door the Fault muſt lie, if an Enquiry ſhould be made 
e tol how the Works at Dagenham came to be ſo much a- 
the buſed, and neglected, and why they are {till in ſo hope- 
Jul leſs a way of being finiſhed. When I had the Honour 
you to wait on you laſt, you were pleaſed to ſay, the World 
d in would ſuſpect you of Bribery, ſhould you now approve 
thel ny Works, after having before ſo often condemned them. 
„u- But, Sr, you may remember, when you did approve them 
ver remarkable Manner; and you have had no Reaſon 
theſ once, (unleſs my Misfortune can be your Reaſon) to re- 
ir, Nract that Opinion : And if Time and Experience may 
each) be allowed to make Tryal of Capt. Perry's Works and 
ue tofÞMine, what Suſpicion can you think the World will en- 
ed inftertain of you, when they ſhall ſee notwithſtanding this 
1 am Tryal, how kind you have been to him, and how great 
vin Enemy to me? You ſaid, you were only as one Man to 
eve? good; but I beg you to have a better Opinion of the 
ck, b ſruſtees, than to believe, that by exerting this Noble 
. moſFaculty, you ſhould looſe your Intereſt among them. 
rormP10ce 1 do not envy your being ſo great a Gainer by the 
eſer reach, L hope you will not ſuffer me to be ſo intolerable 
Titl$ Looſer by it. You know, Sir, the Act was made for 
malte Relief of Men under a Calamity ; and why ſhould 
for mich an Ac be made the greateſt Calamity to me, I 
1 Painfould poſſibly undergo: When all the World Commiſer- 
1 dies my hard Circumſtances, can you believe I ſhall find 
u welp Body able or willing to Relieve them. If I have at 
is ow time ſtood in your way, or been the Inſtrument of 
ies ifſappointing you formerly, I hope you will not think 
Ddu ought to Revenge your ſelf by the Ruin of me and 
Worll/ Family. It is my eſteem for you, as well as concern 
3 inf my ſelf, that makes me thus troubleſome. If I am ſtill 
Suffe}be Repulſed by you, : deſire you will then excuſe my 
ing | | 2 


POSTSCRIPT. ns | 


Appli- 


Gall, and the Exceſsof his Spite to Boſwel : For h 


116 Sr 

i & Application elſewhere, and give me fair leave to Right 
my ſelf, in the beſt manner I can. Your anſwer by 2 

Line or two, will be a great favour to, Sir, your 

«© moſt humble Servant, 

| | William Boſwel 

To John Ward, Eſq; at Hackney. 


This Letter, Sir, 1s, in every the minuteſt Part of it 
an exact Copy of the Original; and let Mr. N ard pe 
rule and compare it, at his Leiſure. But where the No 
ſence of it is, I muſt freely own, I am not Critick enoug 
to diſcover; neither can I, with anyPretence of comme; 
Juſtice, come into the Severity of Mr. Ward's Refleti 
ons. His own Epiſtles may, ſo far as I know, be ve 
fine and entertaining ; but if thoſe of his Friends, whic 
have been written upon this Subject of the Breach, we 
tobe made Publick, and to Rand the ſame Teſt, I can m 
think they would be found much freer of Nonſence, a ar 
I am ſure not ſo full of Truth, as this Letter from Bll m. 
well, You ſee, Sir, the overflowing of Mr. Wan 


de 


not contented to ſtrip him of his Money, and to ti 


from him his good Name; but he would alſo, if ti fb 
were in his Power, deprive him of his common Sc an 
and Underſtanding. EI 
After Boſwell had made this Application to Mr. J' of 
and Captain Perry, the next regular Step to be tal of 
_. was to apply himſelf to the Truſtees ; and if no Ref be 
could be had there, his Cauſe lay directly before | fin, 
Parliament, and no Objection could poſſible be ſtariſ ry 
againſt the orderlyCourſe and Method of hisProceedinj eve: 
But here new Difficulties aroſe, and he found it as h tha! 


a Matter to obtain an Audience of one of theſe Co bly 
at Guildhall, as if they had really been ſome Prin thei 
Club, whoſe Meeting was intended to be ſecret, | here 
here none were to be admitted, but thoſe who had bf Sub 
favour d with ſome particular Invitation. The Ad ever 


POSTSCRIPT. © Tra 
rects, That the Truſtees ſhould publiſh Agvertiſememts * 
for receiving Propoſals, in the Gazette; and one would 
think, this were ſufficient to ſhew the Meaning of 
that Act, as to the manner how all other Courts, as well 
as that for receiving Propoſals, ſhould be held and ſum- 
mon'd : But however no ſuch Proviſion being ſpecially 
made, Mr. Ward, and his Friends, have taken the Li- 
berty to depart from this Precedent {et by the Act, and 
after the firſt Court, held for receiving Propoſals, have 
order'd all others to be ſummon'd and call'd by Private 
Summons, made out from the Secretary; which is a much 
more expenſive Way of ſummoning, than if it were 
done by an Advertiſement in the Gazette. But this Me- 
thod 1s of great Uſe to thoſe who are in the Secrer. 
For Care is taken, that many of theſe Summons never 
come to the Hands of the Truſtees, for whom they are 
made out, whereby they are prevented from attending; 
and the Time from the Date of the Summons to the 
meeting of the Coxrt, is moſt commonly ſo very ſhort, 
that the Summons often comes to Hand, after the Court 
is over; ſometimes upon the very ſame Day, and ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, ſo very late, that it is next to impoſ- 
fible the better Part of the Truſtees ſhould meet at all; 
and then Mr. Ward, and his Confederates, carry all 
Things ſmoothly before them: For as to any Complaints 
of their Fellow-SubjeRs relating to the Breach, nothing 
of this ſort can give them any Trouble or Interruption, 
becauſe all the aggriev'd Parties are intirely excluded; 
ſince they can never come to know, unleſs it be by a ve- 
ry lucky Chance indeed, when there is a Court; and it 
ever they ſhould happily meet with an Information of 
that ſort, it muſt come ſo very late,thatthey cannot poſſi- 
bly be in a Readineſs with Papers and Ferſons, to juſtify 
their Grievances, and maintain their Canſe. So that | 
here is a plain Combination to defeat the A, to cut the 
Sabject off from that very Right of Petitioning, which 
even the Crown it ſelf allows, and to deprive him 2 4 
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tree and open Reſort for Juſtice. But notwithſtand- 


ing all theſe Difficulties, Boſuell was as induſtri- 
ous and indefatigable as could be expected. He re- 


ſolv'd at any Pains and Expence to make his. Way, if 
_ poſſible, to one of theſe Courts, having prepar'd his Pa- 


pers, and prevail'd with ſome Honourable Truſtees, 


= whenever a Summons was ſent to any one of them, that 


they would be pleas'd to give him Notice. At length, 
by very great Accident, an Opportunity offered it {elf : 
For, about the Beginning of January, a Court was or- 
der'd, for the advancing the further Sum of 3000 J. to 
Perry, and Boſuell had timely Notice of it. To this 
Court he therefore repairs, and was ready to make good 
his Complaints, and deliver in his Petition: But when 
he was ſeen walking in Gui/dhall, and ſome Truſtees were 
obſerv d to be ready, whoſe Faces were not very ac- 
ceptible to the Cabal; in a little time Word was 
brought, That the Court was put off, and there would 
be no Meeting that Day: And when Boſwell complain'd 
of theſe Proceedings to the Secretary, he was ask'd very 
gravely, What Buſineſs he had at any of their Courts? 
Which Queſtion mult certainly appear a little ſurprizing, 
becauſe the Truſtees had engaged to determine ſome 
Matters in Diſpute between Boſwell and Perry, as to the 
Effects and Materials remaining at the Breach : And 
therefore Boſwell had certainly ſome Buſineſs with the 
Truſtees, even according to their own Account of Things; 
and this the Secretary could not but be well acquainted 
with. However it was abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould 
be out of the Way, when Matters of much greater 
Moment were upon the Anvill; and Care was to be 
taken, that he ſhould not be ſo well provided againſt 
the next Meeting. Accordingly, the Court was held, 


WW without his being able to obtain any Notice of it, and 
= whilit he was abroad upon His Majeſty's Buſineſs (which 
his Enemies could at any time be inform'd of, at the 

= Navy-Ofjice) And at that Court, Perry receiv'd 3000 J. 
_...-.. | which 
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8 the Breach, amounts in all to 15000 J. not deducting 


0 the 1000/7. he owes the Government, for a Fine form- 
iy laid upon him, in the Reign of King Wiliam. 3 
This is the preſent Poſture of Aflairs between te 
©» | Truſtees and Boſwell. When he formerly deliver'd in a 


"I; Memorial to them, inſiſting upon his Right to the Un =» 

k: dertaking, and complaining of all his intolerable Hard- 
ſhips; upon the diſmiſſing and rejecting of that Memo- 

val, he had certainly Reaſon enough to believe, that it 

to vas in vain for him to make any further Application to 

"1 Ff them ; and it he had from that time declin'd it, he could 

00 never have wanted a ſufficient Apology and Excuſe, a- 

unong all honeſt and impartial Men: But he was wil- 

re ung to make one Tryal more, and thought perhaps he 

night have an Opportunity of ſeeing ſome other Truſtees 

bn at the Board, beſides thoſe, who have hitherto made a 


4 conſtant and never- failing Majority in favour of Mr. 
| Ward.” Now this laſt Effort hath miſcarried, and ſince 
r there ſeems to be a Deſign form'd to debar him from a- 
ny future Application of this ſort, he is certainly entire- 
3 yy at Liberty to reſort elſewhere ; the Way is open, and 
his Addreſs to the Parliament muſt appear to be regu- 


ie lar enough ; the Publick Cauſe being ſo far interwoven 
d N wich his own, that it does not ſeem capable of being 
be decided by any lefler Authority or juriſdiction. | 
505 During theſe Proceedings of Boſwell, a Diſcovery was - 
ed made of one of the moſt villanous and wicked Deſigns, 
- hatch'd and contriv'd againſt him, that rhe moſt ſpite- 


ful and malicious Enemy could poſſibly devife or invent. 
Xe [For juſt before the Expiration of the Iaſt Term, he hal 
lt Notice given him, that for ſome time laſt paſt, there 
d ¶ had been a clandeſtine Lau- Suit carried on againſt him, at 
id ne Suit of one William Gordon, in the Court ot Common 
ch ¶ Pleas, upon pretence of a Treſpaſs ; which in leſs tan 
he 24 Hours, would come to an Outlaury, if it were not ſu- 
perſeded. It was happy for him, that he had juſt Time ⁶ 
a 8 _ enough 
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enough to put 2 Stop to this wicked Proceeding : For | li 


< 
4 _ B 2 . 
h * 1 *- CY > — J N "I 
CELTS IEP — „ — 5 292 RE — _ 
_ l * 4 * a — * hs PD . E Ca * - J — 
n Wr. _ — — - * 9 'ER 2 = a p — * 

— 4 A : L fg | - Ts. of NS pee ou — — a — 

4- = PR. — . - 71 — 2 0 " = 
g * >» . 2 W W — 24 e . 8 
* — » -- — & 
— — . *. . ” £ - 
K = — eo tin ee Bore new N : A W 4 o — * 


— — — — 
Th 124 ß 
1 


2 3 — 
rs "37" 


— —— 
9 
— 3 


— — 

* 
— 
— 


0 — = 
— ——ů—ᷣ᷑hũ ͤ — — 

— 2 ey Ee 

= — - * * — 


Ft de Ourlawy had Itood out againſt him, both 
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e and H 
His had been ſeiz d and ſ.cur d, his Houſe ranſack d, NI 
his Family put into the utmoſt Conſternation, perhaps 
to the endangering of ſome of their Lives; and himſelf For 
made for ſome time a Dead Man in Law, and render din 
incapable of appearing any where, or in any Cauſe ; be- I ſtil 
ing without Right, and without Redreſs, and for 2 far. 


long while debarr'd from all the Priviledges of a Subject, 41 


and entirely diveſted of his Civil Capacity. This Con- wa. 
trivance, carry d on in this manner, under the Form and PA 
Colour of Law, muſt on that Account appear ſo much bee 


the more heinous and abominable, to all true Lovers wh 


Liberty and Property. And who can ſufficiently expreſs! tl 
his Indignation and Horror at the Recital of ſc muchſſſhe f 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion; by which the moſt honeſteſiſſ ide 
and moſt innocent Man alive might be plung'd at once infſvhe 
inevitable Ruin, and ſecretly ſtab'd in the Dark, with Vp 
out Notice of the Blow, or Knowledge of the Handiſſcout! 
that gave it? Boſwell is a Man who daily walks the ed 
Streets, ſecure in his own Innocence, and the ProteMorr 
&ion of the Laws: He is oblig'd by his Office, to vas 
conſtant Attendance at the Navy-Board ; and when em 
is abroad upon the KING's Bufineſs,the Minutes of thſthe ſ 
Navy-Books may let any one ſee, where he is to be foundÞay, 
at any time, when he is abſent from his own HabitationWlud « 
His Character hath always been ſuch, that he could noon 
imagine, there had been a Man in the World, capable 7 
of being provok'd to ſuch a Degree of Malice anqpf Pr 
Reſentment againſt him: On the contrary, *twas thigaino 
very Character, that prevail'd with a Gentleman belong ou t 


ing to the Court where this Affair depended, a perfec Bob. 
Stranger to his Perſon, to diſcloſe the whole Intreagu es 
to him, and prevent his Ruin by a timely Informatioif mar 
It was a long time before he could diſcover, either by hiflway 
Books or Accounts, or by a ſtrict Enquiry among hiffeady 
Friends and Acquaintance where his Buſineſs and Dcalſſit 
Wers 8 a 8 | li | 
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Iſtill he was unſatisfyed, and at a Loſs to find his Advar- 


yas to be rained and undone, without any Notice or 
Demand, or ſo much as a Letter or Note of Advice, or 


Nad come upon him by Surprize, would have been ſevere 


He endeavourcy to find out by Stutly #ud RecolleWion, 
whether there ever was a Man of that Name inthe 
World, with. whom he had tranſacted any ſort of -AHairs, 
or been any way concerned Diretily or Indirectly, in 
ny manner of Bufineſs or Cotreſpondente whatever: But 


ſary; till ſome of his Friends undertaking for hit to ſiſt the 
Attorney, who had beenemployed in che Projituiritin he 
was at length, by their Management, informed, that tie 
Plaintiff was by Profeſſion a Soap-boyler, and had formetly ' 

been a Partner with another of the ſame Trade, with 
vhom Boſwel uſed to deal in that Commodity for the Uie 
ot the Navy; and upon ſeatchiny further into this Affair, 
he found that the two Partrers had ſome Time befote di- 
rided Stocks, and were now become ſeperate Traders; 
hereby a ſuppoſed Debt of Beſwells, for two Firkins of 
Hap, had been ſer off to Gordon's, one of the Partners, Ac- 
ount ; ſo thar this Action of Treſpaſs is at length dwind- 
ed to a Book-Debr, of no greater Value than rÞrie 
Pounds Five Shilingt. For which mighty Sum Beftel! 


e ſending in of a Bill, as is uſual in the way of Trade; 
ay, without the Formality of an Arreſt, which, if it 


noſfnongh in the Jadgment of all honeſt Men; but yet a 


ablafery great Kindneſs, in Compariſon ot that other 
pi of 5 r it 


thi wanti ; 
ongou this Fact in it's true Light, you. are to know, that | 


. 


oceeding, which is plainly diſhonourable and vii. 
ainous, For, Sir, that nothing may be wanting to ſhew 


e el cannot ar this very time ſay, whether he"teally 
aguÞves what he ſtands proſecuted for, in ſo extraotditiat 


r10i 


manner; and his Dealers know very well, that it hath, 


y inf. ways been his Method, and is ſo ſtill, to pay with 


ea 
li 
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niffeady Money for theſe leſſer Parcels of Goods, which 


delivered at the time of the Purchaſe made; and ta- 
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dec, he aſſured me, that though ir was not uſual to take 


book over thoſe he had, and hoped he ſhould be able to 


conrtary Practice would be not at all for his Intereſt and 
Advantage. When I talked with him laſt upon this Sub- 


L * On 
5 
2 


Receipts upon every ſuch trifling Bargain, yet he would 


find one, that would acquithim of this Demand, and ren- 
der the Proſecution ſtill more odius and deteſtable. Boſ- 
well is ſo much the more concerned to hear of a Demand 
of this kind, though it be for a mere Trifle ; becauſe his 
manner of Dealing for the Navy, hath been always ſuch$ 
as to intitle him to a Character, which he cannot be toc 
Zealous of preſerving, and to procure for him the Favou 
and Approbation of his Superiors. He would not be x 
cuſed of being Tardy or Negligent in the moſt triflingff 
Matter, nor have the leaſt Colour of an Objection of thi 
kind brought againſt him, upon any Pretence whatever 
Though he has had ſo many and ſuch great Loſſes, ye 
he was never tempted to involve others in his own Ruin xa 
and took care in particular, that his Accounts relatinf 
to the Breach, ſhould never interfere with thoſe, belong 
ing to his Office in the Navy: Of this I can give yet 
a remarkable Inſtance; for he was preparing to make i. 
his Accounts with the Navy-Board ſoon after his bei 
diſmiſs d from the Breach, when his Hardſhips and Mien 
Fortunes were at the heighth, and lay with all their Weight" © 
upon him; and though there was then a Charge of ne 


1000/7. ſtanding out againſt him, yet when he came tf? 
adjuſt that Charge in the proper office, it appeared upd mY 


the Ballance, that he was Creditor to the Publick, eve 
at that time when he had been ſo much a Sufferer iN 
his private Capacity: And for the Truth ef this, I aq N 
peal to the Navy-Books, and to the Juſtice and Honof'”” 
of thoſe very worthy Gentlemen, by whom the Office en 
Commiſſioners of the Navy is at preſent executed with i. Fel 
much Vigilance and Integrity. But of this only by nly 
way: Ireturnnow to Gordon. When he was preſſed to der " 
clare the Reaſons of his proceeding againſt Boſwel, he 7 
2 86 neee mack 


5 1 


d for his own Sake to diſcover, at whole Inſtigation 
e was prevailed with, to attempt the Ruin of a Man in 
Ich a manner, as is by no means to the Advantage of 
is Character, or the Credit of his Profeſſion. Upon the. 


us and Diſintereſted part of Mankind, whether you do 
ot really believe, that this Contrivance was ſet on foot, 
„nd managed by ſome of Beſwel's Enemies on Account 
the Breach; in order to blaſtthis Pretentions, and cut 
m ſhort in his Purſuits after Redreſs and Juſtice. You, 


xaking, the moſt uncertain and vexatious of any other 


Actien for Debt, be turned into a Treſpaſs, unleſs it 
ere to make it paſs for ſomething Conſiderable, under 
t uncertain Name; whereas if it had come forth in its 
n Name, and the Sum demanded of the Defendant had 
en ſpecified, {till it muſt have appeared to be ſo much 
e more trifling, and by no means fit to be proſecu- 


lan in Trade, or an Attorney in Buſineſs, both Strangers 
) Boſwell, and who had certainly no Pique or Quart 
eyqhinſt him, joyn to carry on ſuch a miſchievious Contrir 
ils Since, which had certainly ended in his Ruin; when all 
I adde Money that either the Plaintiff could recover, or the 
ttorney get, by carrying the Cauſe, could never make 
Fce quends for the Scandal and Infamy of the Proſecution, 
. inly do the Tradeſman in his Dealings, and the Law- 
to dr in his Practice? Theſe things can never be well 


he. 


hole, Sir, I muſt appeal to You, and to all the Judici-, 


ow very well, that Actions of Treſpaſs are, generally; 
. Fhatever : Why ſhonld this Action, which was in it ſelf 


"Bd, with ſo much Rigour and Severity? Why ſhould a 
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cd himſelf by ſaying, he was ſorry for what was done; 
that he would put a Stop to the Proſecution; and that he 
had left the whole Aflair to the Management of his At-. 
oney ; with whom the Matttr reſts, at preſent, till that. 
entleman 1s pleaſed to unravel the whole Intreague, 


4 * 5 2 * 

2 {44 

2 3 2 
* 5 
a 1 EX 


repair the Damages, which ſuch a Character muſt cer= IF 


ounted for, but by drawing this natural Inference, 
Ant ſuch ſecret Contriyances require a ſecret Inducement, 
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and there wuſt be ſome extraordinary Reaſon for ſudi 


=_— extraordinary Proceedings: For Mankind cannot be {oj | 
far fallen, nor ſo eatily corrupted and over-run with ſuch 


== fall upon, worry, and devour a Stranger; who had neve 


| 


z ſavage Diſpoſition,as that one of the ſameSpecies ſhould 


_ thjured or aſſronted him; when at the ſame time the Lo 
and Difadvantage that would certainly accrue to the Af. 
ſallant, was much greater than any Gain or Profit hi 
could poſſibly hope for, from ſuch a Piece of Barbarity 
unleſs (as I before hinted ) he were bribed to do the Work 
and privately tempted to it by ſome extraordinary Re- 
compence, as the Hire of his Services, and the Wages o 
his Iniquity. Boſwell is in hopes, that one or bath of thele 
Gentlemen, will relent in time, and make him ſome 82 
tisfaction, and themſelves ſome amends, for the Hazard 
he hath run in his Fortune, and they in their Chara 
cters, by a free, generous and open Confeſſion; and he 
hath ſtill the Charity to believe, that neither of them i; 
perhaps truly ſenſible, what miſguided Tools they have 
been made; and that it may be they are in a great Mes 
ſute ignorant and unappriz'd of what they have been pu 

pon, and of that exceſſive Villany and Injuſtice, te 
which their Names have been proſtituted. The Au 
thors and firſt Movers of this Deſign do not deſerve an) 

Fidelity from their Under-agents; and *ris in vain fo 
them to think of making aSecret of that, which every c 
way fee into, who can draw a natural Conſequence fron 
ſuch plain and obvious Premiſſes. For, Sir, if yo 
confider rightly the Critical Juncture and exact Tm 
ing of this Intreague, you can never be at Loſs to guel 
at the true Riſe of it, or have any Scruple remainin 
with you, concerning the Authors and Contrivers q ye 
this wicked Expedient for the compleating Boſwe Is Ru ly 
in, and ſetting the laſt Hand to his entire Overthrou & 
| *Fhe Outlawry was to have been taken out the laſt Da we 
= of the laſt Term, that is, upon the 12th Day of Februlf ne: 

ar, which is juſt eight Days before the opening of th ſta 
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ſuch} preſent Seſſion of Parliament: And what other Me 
ing then could theſe Men in all Probability have, than toi 
barr and forecloſe Boſwels Applications to the Parka 
ment, by depriving him of his Liberty, by loading him 
with freſh Expences, by taking from him his molt inva- 
luable Treaſure and Support, his good Name and Re 
putation, and by ſtripping him at once of all the Rights 
and Priviledges belonging to a Free-botn Subject, and an 
_ Engliſh-man. Tis true, ſuch an Oppreſſion could nor 
have laſted long, and a few Terms more had reſtor d him 
to his former State; but however it might have laſted 
long enongh for their Purpoſe, who contriv'd it; Beſ- 
uell's beſt and faireſt, and perhaps his only Opportunt; 2 
ty had been gone; his Enemies in the mean time would- 
have ſtrengthened themſelves; and before the Come 
of Weſtminſter could have given him Relief, had perhaps, © 
finiſhed their Project, made ſure of his Ruin, and ren< 
der'd his Caſe utrerly hopeleſs and deſperate... But e- 
nough of this: I ſhall add no black Colours to that, 
which is in it ſelf of ſo very dark a- Complexion; nor, 
will J multiply unneceſſary Aggravations in a Cauſe, 
where every honeſt Man muſt be provok d to think, be- 
yond what the moſt exaſperated Sufferer himſelf can be 
able to expreſs, Let it ſaffice to ſay, that an Attempt of 
this kind, to deprive an innocent Man of every thing that, : 
can render Life it ſelt ſweet anddefireable,tatls little ſhove - - 
even of premeditated witful Murder; and will be {o ac> 
counted, in the Judgment of all thoſe, who have an, 
Regard to Conſcience, or any Senſe of Religion, or e- 
ven common Morality. | 1 
min} At the Concluſion of this Poſtſcript, I ſhall lay before 
ers of you, Sir, an Eſtimate, or Calculation, which will plain- 
Ri ly ſhew you, at one View, both the farmer ahd prefens | 
ou Stare of the Breach ; and by which you may adjuſt, as 
Dai well Perry's as Beſwell's Pretenſions; in ſuch a man- 
ebrufj ner, that there does not ſeem ro be any room for Mi- 
th ſtake or Fallacy; and after the making of this Comu¹νẽjL- *| 
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f ; = preſent Undertaker. I dare perſuade my ſelf, that Boſwell 
wil riſque all his Cauſe upon this Iffue, and the Publick 


= by the A& of Parliament. | 

Por the better Working up of this Scheme and Eſti- 
mate to a compleat Demonſtration, I ſhall firit ſet down, 
= how many Feet the Breach or Gulph contains; or in o- 
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vere 420 Feet in Length; and though they were 160 
Feet in Breadth, yet no more than 100 Feet being abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the ſtop (the other 60 ſerving only as 4 
I greater Security, and for Allowances for what might be 
> | batter'd and waſhed away by the Tides) we will there- 
: fore, to his Diſadyantage, compute this Meaſure only 
at 100 Feet. The Depth of his Works was 38 Feet, 
eren in the loweſt Account: For though they roſe a= 
bove the higheſt Tides, and to more than 45 Feet ; yet 
not being filled up with Chalk fo high, we dedu& more 
I on that Account than the juſt Medium amounts to, ac 
cording to the Scale of his Model, compared with his 
„orks, ſo far as they were filled up and ſecured. As to 
t Perrys Works, in the Condition they now ſtand, we muſt 
N Deduct for the {loping of the Shore at each end, and for a 
Gap of more than 60 Feet ; ſo that the Account is to his 
s advantage, if we ſet his Length at 155 Feet: And in the 
ws ſame manner, we will reckon his Breadth at the full Mea» 
I ſure of Too Feet, though the Forks do not yet amount to 
. quite ſo much. His Depth is not above 15 Feet; becauſe 
after the Tide of Flood is riſen one Foot above Low-water, 
Y I all his Works are out of ſight; nothing being to be ſeen 
but his heels and Machines, which fand aloft in the 
, Air ; and are indeed no better than mere out- ſide ſhew, 
and an uſeleſs Amuſement for unthinking Paſſengers 
% and Spectators. | 0 ON 
ry: In Fact then, the whole Account, upon a fair Survey : 
h and Calculation, more to Perry's than Boſwel's Advant- 
K age, ſtands as followeth. ; 1 


2 i Id 

The Breach contains Feet, | | 
d : In Lenzth, 1 4%, f 1152834 
* Breadth, 100. | 
nd Depth, 045. 


» wo 
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* Total of Square © 33 
e . 25000. 
he Feet is oro 
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-» 1% _ 4 4 FEB 2 hy | 
me <4 _ Bo e “s Works are in; SEES 


N e, 420. 
. Breadib, „ 00. 
Dieptb, IE So 038. 

Total of i Square? 


Feet is. " 59 boo 


i Perry? 8 Works are in, 


IN - Length, © 155. | | 2665 00 
i * "of FS Breadth, e 100. © | ee 
Te or 2 f 


X Square Feet is$ 232500 I 
Whence i it follows, that Bofewel's Works contain more 
than Perry S, .1363500. Bofwell wanted to finiſh, 
429000. And Perry wants, 1792500. The Proportion ff 
between what Boſwel/ did, and what remained to be 8 
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The Proportion between . what Perry hath done, ane F 
what remains, flands thus, „„ . 


. ; * 


pa 
. 1 
* * þ * — * — 2 2 - * * * 
—— A * "EI 4 24. arr - — " 
Ann * — * 2 . n 

4 _—_ AT. ai 
- 

We ade rn EN . & 

» 


. 


———— ͤXT—ʃ4 
: * 
: G 


Work done $12 Yeats ..W 
88 > = + 4410. 22 
? Parts in . 


„ . 


” OL . > "_ - 
————_— — 0 

— — 
rr 


: 
+3 
1 
= 1 
— 
. » 7 
Z 4 7 
1 1 n 
| _ >. 
* 1 
; 4 
" 2 l 
q bg - ” 
- — . — 
j ——_——, - 
j _—_ 
EE . 
v9 
— 
[1 > EI 
N We + => 
5 ** 
* 
4 % = = 
% 
x. - 
7% 1 
+ 8 
ISL 15 
« % 4 
= 
4 4 
1 


% — N 
: w 
* — 


it 
Y 
'8F | 
'$ 
1 
£ 


1 


— 
7 


o beg 

BIS 

n 

2 u wo Y rp 
ER... » a, 
JO 3 
1 — 
. 9 ** 
9 * m ** * 5 


2 
+ 
X 
* 


* "64 _ 2 , 
ID FIRMS 
. * 1 N 
e 90 * 


on 


._ > 2Y 
i - Sc 

9 R 5 ; . K 

* 5 het ; 7 11 
5 . : 1:38 , 
- N ck, .AS WI 
«= Ea We ; * 

* a. : : 275 
? bps + 
4 


De. 
3X 
av 


- \ — a" 


) F% 5 
+ 2 1 9 
3 "a4 q 
=». nol 


£4, on 
8 288 

- 9 

2 — <7 * 
1 

1 


- - he hope to ſucceed? It is impoſſible but the World MI 
e, andþft plainly ſee this Diſproportion; and where there 

- * - ſuch vaſt Improbability of going through with che 
+ Þdertaking, it is high time to look after the Security 3» 
fen the Publick Money hath been laviſh'd upon ſo 
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promiſing a Project. I hope Mr. Perry does not e— 
t, that becauſe he hath had 15000 J. for twelve 
Fi in a hundred of his Work, therefore he ought to 

| {paid in Proportion for the remaining eighty eight: 1 
there muſt be a New Duty lay d, and a much hea” 
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bel Fax upon the Novation. Bat ſhould he pleadp tl 
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eier bim ſhew to whoſe, and w 
been payed; and why ſince it was received, it 
es been expended, as the Aci of Parliament directz 
dhe other Hand, ſince Beſuell wanted only twen- 
eso Parts in a hundred of his Mork to finiſh; let any 
Vortal judge, whether the Damages done to thoſe 
61 Works, the depriving him of his Time, the over-ruling 
im in his Contract, and turning him away from the 
= Breach, were not a very great Loſs to the Publick, 
which ought to be ſeverely accounted for. I would alſo 
scx any indifferent Perſon, who has the leaſt Regard for 
common Honeſty and Juſtice, whether if Boſwell did 
WA  feventy eight Parts of the H/orkat the Breach, to Perrys 
twelve (as it plainly appears he did) he does not, on 
= that Account, much more juſtly and honeſtly deſerve 
dine or ten Thouſand Pounds, which is more than he de- 
mands; than Perry can poſlibly be ſuppos'd to deſerve 
9. the Sum of 150007. which he hath actually received? 
were Things to be brought to a fair and equitablc 
Is Compromiſe, and had Beſwel really received for his 
mare of the orks 8000 l. out of this 15000 J. ſtill ac 
I cording to the ſtricteſt Calculation, and ſuch as even Per 
s Friends themſelves could never be able to find Fault 
with, the other 7oco . would vaſtly over-pay him; 
I and including his Canals, J/heels, and other unneceſlar) 
| Machines, amount to about 2000 J. more than he hath 
yet earn'd by fair Labour, or honeſtly laid out and ex 
MW: pended upon the Breach. 

= - Sr, I ſhall not labour a Point ſo clear in it ſelf, not 


= 


hung any longer upon aCauſe,which does not now ſeenfiſ, 


HE to admit of any the leaſt Shadow or Appearance of 24 
Objection. I have brought this whole Affair to ſuch 


a ide, that whoever can doubt any longer, whithe 
Ez there have not been very great Frauds and Abuſes at thi 
Ez Breach, muſt certainly ſhew himſelf to be wilfully blind 


ignorant, or wholly over-run with Prejudice an 
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hat Uſes it. 
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">" 57SCR I-72. Med 
lieve, I may by this time take it for granted, that 
not beſpeak your Judgment, but upon good Groun; * 
with full Aſſurance, that I ſhould be able to ſupport m; 
Allegations, by the cleareſt Proofs and ſtrongeſt E 


s 


diſprov'd by thoſe, who are ſo nearly concern'd in the 
Preſent Undertaking, Let them defend themſelves as. 
they can: I have brought the Cauſe to a Demonſtration, 
nd there I ſhall leave it. For, Sir, if Demonſtration be 
of no Force amongſt Men, tis in vain for me to think 
of prevailing with them, by any other Argument. — 
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